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For the sixth straight year, we present to you a comprehensive ranking of the 
top 500 wrestlers in our sport. And just like last year, we've devoted 45 pages 
exclusively to the “500.” You'll get extended coverage of the top 10, a special 
pinup and “Action Gallery” of Shawn Michaels, this year’s number-one man 
an alphabetical listing of all the wrestlers, and a “Farewell To The 500.” 


Where is your favorite ranked? 
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The hottest late-breaking news 


HOT SHOT 
Devon Storm leaves the ring the hard way 


CHOOSING SIDES 


Who would win in a match 
between Shawn Michaels and The 
Giant? Well, rather than speculate on 
our own, we. went right to the wrestlers 
themselves. Considering how intense 
the rivalry between the WWF and WOW 
is, it wos quite a coup to get such a 
detailed response from both for our 
November 1996 issue. 

Of course, our readers have their 
views as well 
“How could that pretty boy Shawn 
think he'd defeat The Giant?” wrote 
-reader Alisa Mercer of Wheeling, West 
Virginia. “He'd be killed in on instant 
by The Giant's choke-slam.” 

“The Giant isn't invincible,” wrote 
reader Mike Smith of Los Angeles, 
“Just look at what Hogan did to him. | 
think Shawn could win in a heartbeat.” 

| think Shawn would have a real 
hard time dealing with The Giant,” said 
“PWI Hoiline” caer Kerry Waterford 
of Muncie, Indiana. “He'd need a 
trapeze to get his kick up to The 
Giant's chin.” 

“IH took Shawn a lifetime to win a 
world title,” wrote reader Nadine 
Buerger of Richmond, Virginia, “It took 
The Giant just a few months. That tells 
me Shawn would be a goner." 


4 & PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 4 


A POLL-ING THOUGHT 

I think Shawn Michaels vs. The Giant 
would be an amazing matchup (“How I 
Would Beat Shawn, How I Would Beat The 
Giant,” November 1996). Both men are 
waltzing through their competition. Both 
defeated legends to win their respective world 
titles. A lot of people might say The Giant 


Shawn Michaels might not be very big or very strong, but 
he does have a lot of talent and a lot of heart. Reader Tim 
Boese believes he has what it takes to beat The Giant. 


oe ths ise) x 


would be the favorite because of his size, but I 
don’t think The Giant’s choke-slam would be 
quite enough for him to achieve victory. 
Shawn may not have the size, but he has 
incredible resiliency and is in great physical 
condition. His superkick makes martial artists 
envious. I believe that Shawn’s “sweet chin 
music” would knock The Giant out. 

What do other fans think? 
Maybe there should be a poll on 
this dream match in PW/ to find 
out. 

TIM BOESE 
East Grand Forks, MN 


NASTY TREATMENT 

While watching a recent WCW 
Power Hour, 1 noticed The Nasty 
Boys were wrestling more aggres- 
sively than usual. They seemed 
intent on punishing their opponents 
even more than usual. After I heard 
that their arch-rivals, Public Enemy, 
got a World tag team title match 
against Harlem Heat around the 
same time, I understood why. 

The WCW Championship Com- 
mittee showed poor judgment and a 
lack of responsibility by granting 
PE a title shot over a team that has 
defeated them many times. 
Although I’m not a huge fan of The 
Nasty Boys, I do know they have 
humiliated Public Enemy many 
times, proving they are still masters 
of brawling. They have also been 
consistently ranked higher than PE 
in your ratings. 

The ironic thing is Public 
Enemy won by disqualification 
over Harlem Heat and now could 
be at the front of the line to receive 
more title shots. I know that in box- 
ing, Evander Holyfield wouldn’t be 
fighting for the heavyweight title 


The Nasty Boys have been more aggressive and nasty than usual lately, and reader Steve Nardi 


doesn’t blame them. He doesn’t think they’re getting enough title matches in WCW. 


after losing to Riddick Bowe, so I hope in the 
future that the WCW Championship 
Committee will show more common sense. 
STEVE NARDI 
West Berlin, NJ 
[Editor’s note: We agree with your senti- 
ment, Steve, but for the record, Holyfield, who 
lost to Bowe on November 4, 1995, is sched- 
uled to fight Tyson for the heavyweight cham- 
pionship on November 9 of this year.] 


LOSING RESPECT 

I have lost all respect for WCW. It all start- 
ed when the Monday night wars began. Eric 
Bischoff fired the first shot by giving away 
taped Raw results and badmouthing his com- 
petition, yet he whined like a baby when the 
WWE retaliated. 

Now this situation with the NWO. Every 
fan knows that they are still part of WCW, 


even though they have formed their own rene- 
gade group. Now Nash, Hall, and Hogan 
come out attacking everyone at random. 
When will it end? 

The WWE is losing its top talent because 
Bischoff keeps digging deeper into Ted 
Turner’s wallet. I guess he thinks the only way 
WCW will be number one is if he makes sure 
no one else is around. He’s doing what Vince 
McMahon was trying to do in the 1980s. 

Please stop the mudslinging and enable the 
fans to get what they deserve and demand. It’s 
time to play fair so that the fans can benefit. 

NEIL WINTER 
Brooklyn, NY 


TRUST ME 
I’m sick of people asking if Sting can trust 
Lex Luger. If it hadn’t been for Luger, the 
(Continued on page 72) 
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Why is Hulk Hogan smiling (above)? Because, 
the latest member of the Hulk Hogan’s New 
World Order is WCW referee Nick Patrick 


(right, with the WCW belt). That's the conclu- 
sion Bill Apter came to after seeing Patrick 
meet with Hogan in Florida, then make a few 
pro-NWO rulings in matches this summer. 
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CW REFEREE NICK 

PATRICK has been 

bought by the New 
World Order. He can deny it all he 
wants, but | know it’s true because 
| saw him meet with Hulk Hogan 
when | was at Hogan’s office in 
Florida a few months ago to do a 
photo shoot. 

The photo session, you see, 
was interrupted by a telephone 
call, and | heard Hogan tell the 
caller to “ring the bell when you 
get here so | can meet you out- 
side.” About 15 minutes later, the 
doorbell sounded and Hogan sug- 
gested we take a short break. He 
also told me to help myself to a 
soda in the refrigerator. 

At that point, he left and | headed 
for the kitchen. What Hogan must 
have forgotten is that the refrigerator 
is right next to a window with a view 
of the area outside the front door. | 
popped open a can of soda and 
looked out, and there was Nick 
Patrick looking over some papers 
that Hogan was holding. They 
smiled and shook hands, and then, 
to my surprise, looked right up at 
me. “I'll make sure this never gets 


As of press time, Brian Pillman still had not 
wrestled a match in the WWF. Though his 


doctors have told him he needs more time for 
ehabilitation, Pillman tried to enter the WWF 
"Intercontinental title tournament in August. 


| thought about this for 
weeks afterward and didn’t 
“| tell anyone about it, not 
even my wife or anyone on 
| the staff of this magazine. 
| Finally, after seeing Patrick 
show an obvious bias 
toward the NWO during 
several matches in August, 
| decided | had to tell this 
story. | only wish | had my 
camera handy when | saw 
Hogan and Patrick together 
that day so | would have 
photographic proof that 
they did have a meeting. 
But | don’t, so all | can do is 
call upon WCW Senior 
leaked out,” | overheard Hogan say. Vice President Eric Bischoff to fire 
When he returned, he made me_ Patrick immediately. Justice must 
promise not to say anything or, ashe _be served! 
put it, “somebody might get hurt.” Brian Pillman called to tell me 


he’s got more guts than 
anyone in wrestling and 
can prove it. “My doc- 
tors ordered me to stay 
off my right ankle and warned me 
that if | wrestled on it, | could 
become a cripple,” he said. “But 
when | heard the Intercontinental 
title was vacant, | called [WWF 
President] Gorilla Monsoon and 
told him that no matter what my 
doctors say, | want to be in that 
tournament. Monsoon refused to 
let me in without a doctor’s 
release. | can’t believe the WWF 
has such a wimp for a president. | 
almost felt like making a trip up to 
his office and smacking him 
around a little.” 

That would take guts! 

The Moondogs have defeated 
Brickhouse Brown and Reggie B. 
Fine for the USWA tag team belts 
... Koko B. Ware had several 
chances to beat Jerry Lawler for 
the USWA heavyweight belt this 


The Hunter Hearst Helmsley-Marc Mero feud has gone on and on for months, but is either man 
getting anything out of it? Apter suggests both men move on and start seeking title matches. 
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summer, but he was unable to do 
so ... Memo to Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley and Marc Mero: Get out 
of this feud you guys are having 
already. You two are both world- 
class wrestlers and should move 
on. Both of you have the talent 
necessary to win titles in the WWF. 
This feud is getting you nowhere. 

Not only has Konnan gotten a lot 
nastier in the ring lately, he’s also 
acting that way outside the ring. 
Whereas he used to patiently hang 
around arenas to sign autographs for 
as long as it took him to satisfy every 
fan, he now pushes fans aside, gives 
them dirty looks, and leaves immedi- 
ately after cards are over. 

“It’s all due to the fact that I, like 
Hulk Hogan, was treated like 
garbage by the fans in WCW,” he 
said. “Fans in Mexico have class. 


They stand behind me and cheer 
me on. WCW fans, keep your 
autograph books out of my faces. | 
just want to get in the ring, beat 
my opponent, and get as far away 
from you as | can as soon as | 
can!” 

Dan Kroffat and Doug Furnas, 
who compete as a tag team for All- 
Japan on a regular basis, are 
negotiating with WCW. Kroffat has 
never set foot in a WCW ring, but 
Furnas did compete there briefly 
several years ago ... Owen Hart 
bragged that he’d have no problem 
beating Raymond Rougeau in a 
boxing match on a WWF card in 
Montreal in August, but did he 
ever! When Owen began arguing 
with his own second, former heavy- 
weight contender George Chu- 
valo, Chuvalo decided to deny 


Rougeau the pleasure of knocking 
Hart out. Chuvalo did it himself! 

Mr. Pogo is on the sidelines 
with a serious neck injury that he 
suffered during a match with Terry 
Funk in Japan. Pogo and Funk 
were wrestling in an outdoor arena, 
and at one point Funk tossed Pogo 
through a glass window. He landed 
on some concrete pavement. So 
far, there has been no word on 
how long he’ll be out ... Look for 
Horace Boulder, Hulk Hogan’s 
nephew, to begin wrestling in 
WCW soon. 

It’s time now to give you the 
answer to Don Laible’s trivia 
question from our December issue. 
The question again: “Who was 
Bruiser Brody’s manager when 
he debuted in Puerto Rico for the 

(Continued on page 10) 


Mr. Pogo (shown digging a strand of barbed wire into the head of Mr. Onita) may be out of action 
for a while after suffering a neck injury when Terry Funk threw him through a glass window during 
a match in Japan. 
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ringside 


(Continued from page 8) 


Jose Lothario wants everyone to know that despite what Jim Cornette claims to 
have overheard him saying, he does not try to control everything Shawn Michaels 
does in the ring. He only advises him and offers moral support. 


—— 


“That’s it! That’s it! Take his legs out!” 


10 4 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED & 


World Wrestling Council in 1983?” 
The answer: “Pretty Boy” Larry 
Sharpe, currently the owner of the 
Monster Factory wrestling training 
school in New Jersey. 

This issue’s brain teaser is this: 
“While at West Texas State 
University, Ted DiBiase played 
football with four men who also 
went on to become pro wrestlers. 
Who were they?” 

Jim Cornette took me by surprise 
when he told me that he actually 
used to respect WWF World champi- 
on Shawn Michaels at one time, but 
not now that he listens to advice from 
Jose Lothario. “As a manager, and 
a great one at that, | don’t force my 
men to listen to my advice under 
threats,” Cornette said. “I have heard 
Jose Lothario tell Michaels, ‘Do it my 
way, because we have a contract, 
and if you don’t do what | say, I'll 
have you in court for breaching the 
contract.’ Yeah, Lothario is all smiles 
when he’s out there in the arena, but 
the truth is that he’s controlling 
Michaels.” 

Not one to just get one side of 
the story, | also spoke to Lothario, 
who told me, “There is no paper- 
work between Shawn and I. | love 
him like a son. | do advise him on 
strategies, but | realize he has 
been an excellent wrestler for years 
and has to follow his own instincts 
in the ring sometimes. Shawn has 
asked me to stand in his corner. If 
he didn’t want me to be there, | 
wouldn’t be. Cornette is selling you 
a pack of filthy lies.” 

Hard to believe, isn’t it? | think 
Cornette should worry more about 
his own wrestlers and forget about 
what's going on between Michaels 
and Lothario. 

That's all for now. I'll see you at 
ringside! 0 
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FROM THE DESK OF... 


Stuart M. Saks 


HE “PW/ 500,” with a mere 
five-year history, has supplant- 
ed the PW/ Achievement 
Awards in terms of overall impor- 
tance to the sport. While the 
Achievement Awards have honored 
the sport's elite since 1972, the “PW/ 
500” impacts the lives of not just the 
greats, but the excellent, very good, 
so-so, and even some 
working hard to be- 
come SO-so. 

“| don’t even have 
to look at your year- 
end issue to see if I’ve 
been voted Wrestler of 
the Year; that’s just not 
going to happen,” said 


NAME 


Ric Flair 

Randy Savage 
Sting 

Scott Steiner 
Rick Steamboat 
Steve Williams 
Arn Anderson 
Rick Steiner 
Ultimate Warrior 
Jerry Lawler 
Curt Hennig 
Barry Windham 
Hawk 

Sid Vicious 

Ted DiBiase 
Animal 

Nikita Koloff 
Great Muta 


Terry Funk 
Jake Roberts 
Stan Hansen 
Bubba Rogers 
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Donn E. Allen. “But the ‘500’ is a dif- 
ferent story. That's my report card for 
a year of hard work. But don’t get me 
wrong; | look at the last page and 
work my way backward. For me to 
get to the top spot, | reckon I'd have 
to wrestle about 497 more years.” 
That's about right. Allen drew 
the honor of being number 500 in 
the 1994 rankings. In 1995, he 
climbed out of the cellar into the 
number 499 spot. And this year, 
well, you guessed it, Allen is num- 
ber 498. Now that’s progress, 
“Look,” he said, “I don't need to 
read PWI to know if I’ve improved 
as a wrestler; | know | have. But 
that doesn’t mean I’m not curious to 


CHARTING THE ORIGINAL TOP 25 

Professional wrestling is anything but a stagnant sport. 
Among the top 25 wrestlers in the original “PW/ 500,” only 
five (indicated by the color band) have remained in the 
top 25 through all five years. Only 14 have remained in 
the entire “500” through all six years. 


1991 1992 


1993 1994 1995 1996 


know how | rate against every other 
wrestler. It’s important to me.” 

One common misconception 
about the “PW/ 500” is that the per- 
son who holds the number 500 spot 
is the worst wrestler in the world. 
That's simply not true. There are a lot 
more than 500 wrestlers in the world. 
Only the top 500 make the list. 

“For every person that poked 
fun at me for being number 500,” 
said last year’s number 500, Kevin 
Kirby, “I had at least one who didn't 
make the list come up to me and 
tell me how much they envy me for 
being on the list at all.” 

Just staying on the list for a few 
years is a major accomplishment, 
even for the best of wrestlers. In 
fact, only 14 of the original top 25 
in 1991 have been on the list every 
year since (see chart). 

“If | can keep moving forward 
and, more importantly, if | can stay 
on the list, I'd be very satisfied,” 
said Kirby, number 479 this year. 

Truth is, there are a lot of 
wrestlers who look at the Kirbys 
and the Allens of the world the way 
Kirby and Allen look at the Mi- 
chaels and Hogans. 

lf | had to make my personal 
rankings of people I've worked with 
during my 17 years at PWI, Craig 
Peters would be right at the top of 
the list. Craig came to the company 
in 1981 and made a huge impact 
over the next 15 years. I've met a lot 
of creative people over the years, 
but none more so than Craig. No 
matter how many magazines we 
published, he always had an idea for 
another story, another section, 
another special issue. He’s also a 


contact Craig, you can do 
so in care of PWi, or you 
can leave him messages at 
the AOL PWI site (see in- 
structions on page 19). 

An update on the NWO’s 
request for space in PW/: 

Hogan was predictably 
upset over our denying the 
New World Order preferen- 
tial treatment to WCW. (He 
wanted the NWO ratings to 
replace the WCW ratings, 
for Pete’s sake!) As | noted 
in my December column, 


Donn E, Allen is making his push to the top spot in the “PWI 500.” At this rate he’ll make itby We countered Hogan’s re- 
the year 2493. That doesn’t depress him, though. He knows it’s an accomplishment to just be quest by offering the NWO 


among the top 500 pros in the world. 


heck of a nice guy, a true friend, and 


A few weeks before this issue 


that has meant more to me over the was put to bed, Craig accepted a 
years than anything he could have new job with Ringling Brothers, 


contributed to the magazines. 


Baby Huey may or may not being going places. But 
picking up the number 500 position in this year’s 
rankings is certainly a starting point. It might help if 
he shed the bonnet (and about 200 pounds). 


managing their site on America 


Online. While this is terrif- 
ic news for Craig, and 
we're all thrilled for him, 
it's not entirely bad news 
for his many fans. In his 
dual roll as advertising 
director and publisher of 
Remember (another mag- 
azine produced by this 
company), Craig had very 
little time to devote to writ- 
ing wrestling stories. In 
fact, a few months ago, 
he turned over. his “In 
Focus” column to Dave 
Lenker. Now, Craig will 
actually have more time 
for wrestling, and he will 
be writing feature stories 
on a regular basis for PW/ 
and its sister publications. 
lf any of you want to 


paid ad space to get its 
message out, with the stipulation 
that it be clearly marked 
“Advertisement.” 

Hogan said that was 
unacceptable. He 
wants the page to 
resemble a regular 
page of editorial, pre- 
sumably so people 
will think that the 
message is coming 
from PWI. “If I'm pay- 
ing for the page,” he } 
wrote in an overnighted 
letter, “it'll look any way 
| damn well please!” 

This man simply does 
not get it. If he wants 
space in the magazine, 
he has to play by our rules. 
Our existence certainly doesn’t 
hinge on the revenue from one ad, 
but for reasons only Hogan knows, 
placing this piece of NWO propa- 
ganda in PW/ is vitally important. 

I'll keep you advised. O 
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“Yaassive list: 


RANDOM THOUGHTS ON THE “500” 


A féw observations on our sixth version of this 


or the fourth straight year, a WWF wrestler tops 


hh the [iét, In 1993 and ’94, it was Bret Hart, in '95 it was 


term 


) points that out. 


j 


iesel, ‘and this year, it's Shawn Michaels. While that 
jht seem like bad news for WCW, it really isn't. In 
1s of overall depth of talent roster, WCW clearly 
iq has) an edge over the WWF, and this year’s “500” 


H Ghly two WWF wrestlers made the top 10, com- 
i pam to six from WCW, while 12 WCW regulars 


made the top 25, as opposed to 
seven from the WWF (eight, if you 
count Bret Hart, who at press time 
was still on hiatus). 

How scary is it that The Giant 
made his “PWI/ 500” debut at 
number two? Even scarier is the 
fact that a case could be made for 
him being number one this year! 
I’m wondering not so much if he'll 
ever be number one in the “500,” 
but how many times he'll be num- 


/ ber one in the “500” before he’s 
| through! 


Two quick trivia questions: 


| Who is the only wrestler to make 


the top 10 of the “PW/ 500” in 
each of the six years of its exis- 


| tence? And can you name the 
™ only wrestler who has made the 
|} top 10 in every year but one? 


| Answers later. 


The Giant manhandled Sting a number of times this year and made his “PW/ 500” debut at 
number two. He could easily be number one next year ... and many years after that. 
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Rey Misterio Jr., if it were up to 
me, would be even higher than 


, seventh this year. | don’t neces- 


sarily think he’d beat all the 
wrestlers ranked ahead of him, 
but | don’t know of any wrestler 
with more pure athletic skill than 
Misterio. 

| suppose it pays to put on 
blond wig, paint yourself gold, and 
act, um, a little strangely in the 


| ring. Dustin Rhodes was 52nd last 


year; this year, Goldust came 

within one spot of the top 10. 
Baby Huey is probably the only 

wrestler to be excited that his 


| ranking matches his weight. 


All three members of the New 


| World Order dropped in this year’s 


ranking. Really, guys, we aren't 
biased against your “organization.” 


(Tyre nae “ ; \ 
Wa 4 E 


We don’t recognize the NWO as a separate entity from 
WCW, but really, we have nothing against you guys per- 
sonally. Really. 

Trivia answers: Sting is the only man to make the 
top 10 every year, and Ric Flair is the only man to 
miss it just once (he was 20th in 1995). 


IT’S THE END OF THE YEAR ALREADY? 


Can you believe it? Just as we get ready to put the 
finishing touches on the 1996 “PW/ 500” and we think 
we can take a breather, we have to start thinking 
Achievement Awards already?! Say it ain’t so. 

Where does the time go? 

As always, there are the major categories in which 
you need to cast votes; check out the story on page 74 
for a rundown of the awards and the top candidates. 

My job, which used to be Craig Peters’ job, is to get 
you to do a heck of a lot more than cast votes for the 
awards! | have three additional assignments for you: 

PREDICTIONS: What do you think will happen 


Will Bret Hart go after Shawn Michaels again in '97? That’s right, it’s time for you to come up 
with some interesting predictions for next year. Send them in ASAP. 


over the next 12 months? 
You can be serious or you 
can be silly, or you can do 
a little of both. Just look 
into your own personal 
crystal ball and let us all 
know what you see! 

TOP 10 LISTS: Last 
year, Peter Stone of Holts- 
ville, New York, gave us 10 
ways The Giant could have 
survived his push off the 
roof by Hulk Hogan at 
Halloween Havoc, Tracy 
Anderson of Schenectady, 
New York, came up with 
Goldust’s top 10 aspira- 
tions, and Jim Lunneborg 
of Aurora, Illinois, provided 
us with the top 10 rejected 
names of pay-per-views. 

Brilliant stuff! 

We want more of the 
same from you this year. 
Not a list of the best high- 
flyers in wrestling or 10 
things The Undertaker 
could do to improve his 
chances of winning the 
WWF World title. We want 
} creativity, humor, sarcasm, 
and originality. As long as 
they have something to do 
with wrestling, either in the 
ring or behind the scenes, 
we'll take them, but the 
more outrageous the better! Just keep ’em clean if you 
want them considered for publication. If any of you 
dream of being a writer for David Letterman someday, 
here’s your chance to show us what you've got. 

UNOFFICIAL OFFICIAL AWARDS: This is just a 
reminder (we tell you more about them in the feature 
starting on page 74), but as long as you're sending in 
your predictions and lists, don’t forget to send those 
awards! 

Now that you have your assignments—get crack- 
ing! The sooner you mail in your contributions to our 
gala year-end issue, the better the chances that your 
contribution will be used! 

Label the envelope “Predictions '97,” “Top 10 
Lists,” or “Unofficial Official Awards,” and address it 
to: PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. 

And be sure to keep a sharp eye out for the March 
1997 year-end edition of PW/, which goes on sale 
December 31, 1996. There’s no better way to start out 
the new year! O 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Eddie Ellner 
himself. They do not necessarily 
reflect the editorial views of this 
magazine.) 


HE CURRENT STATE of 
I the typical wrestling fan is 
beginning to frighten me. 
The endomorphic couch potato 
slopping down cheeseburgers 
and chocolate milk has given way 
to a more terrifying beast. Now 
on top of your gastronomic 
habits, you have decided to plunk 
yourself in front of computers 
and actually (ugh!) communicate 
with each other. 

I recently visited our site on 
America Online. Good Lord, peo- 
ple! You should show more inter- 
est in getting a real date than just 
wondering what Brandi Mankie- 
wicz really looks like. From what 
I’ve seen of the PWI Online fold- 
er, your knowledge of wrestling, 

‘or lack thereof, validates my 
acerbic opinions. You all must be 
starting to look like The 
Undertaker using Michael 
Jackson’s skin bleach. Get out in 
the sun! Interact with the human 
race! As William Shatner said to 
a group of Trekkies on a classic 
Saturday Night Live skit, “Geta 
life!” But that’s just my opinion. 
I could be wrong. 

I don’t think so. 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Ellners mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Dear Eddie, 

Do you have your own 
web site yet? If you do, 
what is the address? 

TERRY JUTILA 
San Jose, CA 


Dear Terry, 

I eluded to this in my 
introduction. It’s time 
that you fanatics spent 
some face-to-face time 
with your neighbors. I 
say that with hesitation 
for fear that I’m releas- 
ing some disgruntled 
postal worker-types into 
the world. Instead of 
sending e-mail and 
hanging out in chat 
rooms, try to master the 
art of conversation. But 
to answer your ques- 
tion, yes I do have a web 
site. Here is the address: 
www.get a life for 
Christmas you pathetic 
losers who desperately 
need a spell check.com. 


Dear Eddie, 

What’s going to happen to the WCW 
World heavyweight title? Hulk Hogan is 
now the champion, and he’s not even a 
part of that organization. He’s part of the 
New World Order. He has even defaced 
the belt. What’s going to happen next? 
Will the NWO take over WCW? 

TOM BLACKLEY 
Houston, TX 


Dear Tom, 

I’ve said it before, and I'll say it 
again: I’m not sure if this “betray- 
al” by Hulk Hogan will stick. For a 
dozen years, he fed off the cheers 
and adulation of idiots from around 
the world. How long will it take for 
his massive ego to feel the need for 
the nourishment that comes with 
being a fan favorite? I hope he con- 
tinues to don the black and beat up 
punks like Sting, Lex Luger, and 
Randy Savage night after night. 
People say that he betrayed 
wrestling. Well, like it or not, ’ma 
part of wrestling, and he didn’t 


I'm just not sure we’ll see Hulk Hogan in biack much 
longer. I'd like to think that we will, but the fans’ cheers 
are like a drug to him. | don’t know if he can overcome 
that addiction that has plagued him for so long. 


betray me. In fact, in my estima- 
tion, he ended his betrayal on July 
7. As far as the NWO goes, we’ll 
have to wait and see. It has trans- 
formed Scott Hall and Kevin Nash 
from leaders of a “New Gen- 
eration” into lackeys of a renegade 
generation. They need more leaders 
than followers. 


Dear Eddie, 

I’m your biggest fan! Really, I am. 
What’s it like being a world-famous 
columnist for a huge wrestling maga- 
zine? You’re my idol. I want to be just 
like you. 

TONY ZADRA 
Schenectady, NY 
Dear Tony, 

What’s it like? I can’t think of 
anything that I’d like to do more. I 
get to filter through a bunch of let- 
ters written with a crayon ona 
lunch bag. After you scour your 
hands, you have to pick the best of 
the Crayola set. You have to 
respond to inane questions from 
morons who heap false praise upon 
you. It’s a joy. Pure bliss. I can’t get 
enough. I anxiously await your next 
letter. A note to readers: I offer this 
correspondence only as an example 
of what happens when cousins 
marry and reproduce. 


Dear Eddie, 

Do you think the Godwinns will 
ever regain the WWF tag team title? 

MISSY JACKSON 
St. Paul, MN 

Dear Missy, 
The tag team dynasty known as 
the Godwinns is probably over. Yes, 


Look at this—Henry Godwinn actually knows how to execute a wrestling move. Let’s put him 
in the WWF Hall of Fame or something. Better yet, let’s put him and his cousin on a ship to 
Bora Bora and forget they ever existed. 


their title reign will prob- 
ably never be repeated. 
That is, unless someone 
holds the WWF tag straps 
for more than a millisec- 
ond. Ol Hank and Phin- 
eas are proof positive that 
it’s sometimes better to be 
lucky (and smelly) than 
good. The hillbilly ele- 
ment that is introduced 
every few years is a black 
eye on this sport of kings. 
I think it’s time to ban 
these coverall-wearin’, 
moonshine-drinkin’, 
square-dancin’ Hee Haw 
rejects before they bring 
us all down. I wish they’d 
slop themselves into obliy- 
ion. Uncle Elmer, we 
hardly knew ye. Yee haw! 


Dear Eddie, 
['m a big fan of Goldust. 
I can’t understand why all 
these ignorant people con- 
tinue to boo him. He’s so 
talented. My question is, what do you 
think will be Goldust’s place in 
wrestling history? 
BRAD MUELLER 
Oklahoma City, OK 


You all know that | used to give Goldust a lot of credit 
for shocking the wrestling world, but I’m starting to 
get a little tired of his act. | almost miss Dustin 
Rhodes. Almost! 


Dear Brad, 

Depends on if the Wrestler 
Formerly Known as Dustin Rhodes 
maintains the Tammy Bakker look. 
In WCW, Dustin Rhodes won 
World tag team and U.S. 
heavyweight titles. As Gol- 
dust, he won two WWE 
Intercontinental titles and 
remains a top contender to 
Shawn Michaels’ World belt. 
I think if he wants to cement 
his place in history, the Dust 
Man needs to wash his face, 
lose the wig, and remove the 
tightly wrapped, gold-foil 
ring attire (I say this in hopes 
that ’Dust hasn’t visited 
Victoria’s Secret before- 
hand). Don’t get me wrong: 
Dustin Rhodes has been at 
the business end of my poison 
pen before, but if I knew he 
was going to morph into a 
cross-dressing androgynous 
being, I would have appreci- 
ated the fan-pandering Texas 
bore a little more. Maybe ’m 
partially responsible. CO 
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HOTTER 
THAN EVER! 


THE FUTURE OF WRESTLING IS HERE! 


WRESTLING GAME 


LOOKING FOR A GREAT WRESTLING GAME? 
HERE’S THE ORIGINAL AND STILL THE BEST! 


Champions of the Galaxy has been wrestling’s hottest 
card game for eleven years! It’s only the most realistic game 
federation of all time! And we've added new game editions 
that have taken the game to an even higher level! 


You play with wrestler playing cards, action charts and 
dice! You're the head promoter and there are over 150 awe- 
some wrestlers of the future at your fingertips! Each wres- 
tler playing card features a fantastic drawing on one side 
and offensive moves and game stats on the other side! 


Everything that happens in the WWE or WCW also 
happens in Champions of the Galaxy wrestling game! 
There’s managers, valets, deadly special matches, talk 
show hosts. . . you name it! And you control all the action! 


If you haven't ordered yet do it NOW because we're 
hotter than ever! Accept no substitutes! 


VISIT WRESTLING’S GREATEST GAME AT: 
www.iop.com/gwf 


BLAZING SKULL 


THE MAIN EVENT 


oo 


ARCHON 7 
VS. 
BLAZING SKULL 
Here’s a blood feud to end 
all wrestling feuds! Can 
Archon defeat the notori- 
ous Blazing Skull? You'll 
find out when you 
schedule classic matches 
like this one in your fed! 


ARCHON 
OF CENTAURUS 


Please mark the box for the order you wish to receive. 
i (] CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY — FIRST EDITION 


The Future of Wrestling is not going to pass me by! 2 
Send the order I’ve marked to: 


O 


O 


Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes everything you'll need to 
play the game, such as dice, action charts, tetraetion © 
wrestler playing cards. Games should be bought in order, beginning 
with this edition 
FIVE GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus the next four editions! 
Over 60 wrestler playing cards plus five game books! 
Includes Bishop Hell! Special Price — $45 
TEN GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus nine more editions! Over 
120 wrestler playing cards plus ten game books! 
Includes Chaosti = fa cipe- cae eye omnia et ane eye) are Special Price — $78 
ALL SIXTEEN GAME EDITIONS — Over 180 wrestler playing cards 
plus sixteen game books! Includes Archon! Plus a free copy of GWF 
Promoter newsletter The Greatest Deal of All! — $108 
SAVE $87!! 


Name 
ooklet, and 24 Address 
$15 City/State/Zip 


Allow up to 4 weeks 
for delivery. 

Write to Filsinger 
Games for a free 


Mail this coupon with a 
check or money order to: 


Filsinger Games 
P.O. Box 3493 flier containing 
Jamestown, NY 14702-3493 more information. 
FRI RII AR IRI I AAR A II IIIA IRI AIA AIA ISIS IIIS AAAI SAS 


ORDERS FROM OUTSIDE THE U.S. ARE WELCOME! 
All foreign orders must be paid for in U.S. currency, Overseas orders, add an 
additional 15% for postage and handling. New York orders add 7% sales tax. | 


UST WHAT ARE the criteria for the “PW/ 500” rank- 
ings? It’s a fair question, one that is often posed by our 
readers, the wrestlers we rank (and don’t rank), and even 
the editors themselves! 

Aside from the logistical problem of assembling the 
information (kudos to Managing Editor Brandi Man- 
kiewicz and Editorial Assistant Pushpak Naik), the most 
difficult aspect of compiling the “S00” is deciding which 
deserves the most consideration: a wrestler’s standing at the time the “500” is 
being compiled, or a wrestler’s accomplishments for the entire year. 
Essentially, both are given consideration, with a bit more emphasis being 
placed on his current status. 

In an effort to clarify the selection process even further, we'd like to repeat 
some of the points we made in this space last year. 

e By ranking a wrestler in a position above another wrestler, we are not say- 
ing that the higher-ranked wrestler is necessarily better or that he (or she) 
would beat the lower-ranked wrestler. Among the points taken into account 
are the wrestler’s pound-for-pound abilities and how active he was for the 
year. 

e Wrestlers are not ranked based on their pure athletic skills. Success in 
wrestling is measured by wins and losses, and if a wrestler can brawl his way 
to victory, that’s fully acceptable. 

e The “500” is not a men-only club. But it takes a special woman having a 
special year to get in. This year we have one, the PWF’s Madd Maxxine 
(367). In six years, we’ve had three, with Maxxine, the only female ranked 
twice. 

e@ Injuries do not necessarily disqualify wrestlers from the list. If a wrestler 
competed for a good portion of the year, he may have accomplished enough to 
qualify. Wrestlers who have spent most of the year on the disabled list can 
most likely be found in “Farewell To The 500” with a DL designation. 

e The time period for this year’s “500” is August 1995 through August 1996. 

Special thanks go out to Koichi Yoshizawa, our correspondent in Japan, 
for helping us a great deal in our efforts to compile bios for the many 
Japanese wrestlers ranked this year. Yoshizawa also supplied most of the pho- 
tos of Japanese wrestlers we used. 

As always, we welcome your feedback on the “500.” You can write to us 
at the address for “Between Falls” that you see on page four, or you can reach 
us at the PW/ America Online site in the Wrestling Rap section of 
Grandstand’s Squared Circle area. Here’s how: 

(1) From AOL’s main menu, click on Sports. (2) From the Sports menu, 
click on The Grandstand. In the Grandstand menu, scroll down to and click on 
the Squared Circle (wrestling and boxing) listing. (4) From the Squared Circle 
menu, click on the Grandstand Wrestling Area listing. (5) In the Grandstand 
Wrestling Area menu, click on Wrestling Rap Messages. (6) In Wrestling 
Rap, click on the icon that says either “browse folders” (if you’re a PC user) 
or “list topics” (if you have a Mac). (7) In the list of topics you see, scroll 
down until you find a listing for PW/ Online. 


[Editor’s note: The numbers in parentheses following each name represent 
the wrestler’s height, weight, years of pro experience, and rating in the 1995 
“PWI 500.” An “NL” means the wrestler was not listed a year ago. A com- 
plete list of wrestlers ranked in 1995 but not 1996, as well as an alphabetical 
cross-reference to the “PWI 500,” follow this listing.] 
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SHAWN MICHAELS 


(6, 234, 13, 2) 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF YEAR; 

1. Realized his lifelong dream by winning 
the WWF World title with a victory over Bret 
Hart at WrestleMania XIL. 2. Won the Royal 
Rumble for the second consecutive year. 3. 
Defeated former best buddy Diesel in a grueling 


no-holds-barred 
match at In Your 
House VIL. 4. 
Defeated Davey 
Boy Smith at King of the 
Ring. 5. Signed Jose Lothario, 
the man who trained him, as 
his full-time manager. 

HE SAID IT: “I can’t tell 
you what an honor it is to be 
ranked as the best wrestler in 
the world. I was patient in my 
quest to win the WWF title, 
and that patience paid off. This has been a dream 
year. This year, I proved the skeptics wrong. 
They said that Shawn Michaels could never be 
the top dog in the WWF. They said I couldn't 
win the big one. Well ‘The Heartbreak Kid’ has 
been on top of the WWF mountain since 
WrestleMania XII, and no one has pushed me 
off yet. In 1997, I will continue to prove to the 
world that I am for real. | am just as much sub- 
stance as I am style. I have beaten technical 
wrestlers and brawlers. Just set them up and I'll 
knock them down.” 


Shawn uses a sleeper on Bret 


PATH TO THE 
TOP 10: 37th in 1991; 
16th in 1992; 3rd in 1993; 
5th in 1994; 2nd in 1995 

WHERE HE’S 
HEADED: Can Shawn 
Michaels’ title reign be as 
impressive as those of 
someone like Bret Hart? 
That’s one of the questions 
being asked by fans and 
journalists. So far, he has 
electrified the WWF with 
impressive victories over Kevin “Diesel” Nash, 
“British Bulldog” Davey Boy Smith, Owen Hart, 
Goldust, and Big Van Vader. His penchant for 
taking on bigger brawlers could be his undoing. 
Perhaps it’s time for Michaels to use his head a lit- 
tle more than his heart. There’s no arguing with 
his success, but he has worked too hard to get to 
this point just to have his dream end quickly and 
violently. However, if he remains WWF champ 
and continues to accept the challenges from the all 
the federation’s best, he will be hard to knock out 
of the top spot. 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF YEAR: 

|. Pinned Ric Flair for the WCW World title 
on April 22, thereby becoming the first rookie 
ever to win a world title. 2. Defeated Lex Luger 
at The Great American Bash. 3. Defeated Sting 
at Slamboree. 4. Teamed with Kevin Sullivan to 
defeat Chris Benoit and Arn Anderson at Bash at 
the Beach, thereby depriv- 
ing the Horsemen of a shot 
at his World title one night 
later. 5. Pinned Benoit in 
less than 15 seconds at 
Clash of the Champions 
XXXII. 

HE SAID IT: “Is there 
any doubt that I am the 
most dominant wrestler in 
the world today? WCW 
World champ my very first 
year. Names like Hogan, 
Flair, and all the others 
who held the World title 
will soon be a distant 
memory, because if and when I decide I want 
the belt back, I won't give it up until the day I 
retire. [ have proven that I am the future of 
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The Giant bearhugs Sting 


THE GIANT 
(7'4", 430, 1, NR) 


wrestling. Hogan needed help from his goons to 
beat me, but belts don’t concern me much, and 
neither does this ranking. It won’t make my 
choke-slam any more devas- 
tating. I’m still the biggest 
and baddest man alive, and 
I'll continue to destroy any- 
one who gets in my way.” 
PATH TO THE TOP 10: 
First year in wrestling 
WHERE HE’S HEAD- 
ED: Many have said that The 
Giant has peaked too soon and 
is susceptible to a sophomore 
slump. The big man’s dedica- 
tion to becoming a better 
wrestler is what should carry 
him past his loss of the World 
title to Hogan. Frequent trips 
to Japan will only improve his repertoire beyond 
his choke-slam. Barring career-ending injury, 
The Giant will remain a legitimate force many 


years into the next century. He has done in one 


year what most wrestlers will never achieve in 
their lifetime. For years, the search was on for 
the next megastar to carry wrestling beyond the 
year 2000. The Giant should be that man. Look 
for him to be ranked number one in this survey 
several times before he is through. When the 
Giant was made, he choke-slammed the mold. 
He is a 7'4" measuring stick. 


STING 
(6'2", 260, 10, 3) 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF YEAR: 

1. Teamed with Lex Luger to defeat Harlem 
Heat for ‘xe WCW World tag team title on 
January 22. 2. Successfully defended the tag 
team title against The Road Warriors several 
times. 3, Teamed with Luger to defeat Rick and 


Scott Steiner several times. 
4. Was first to stand up to 
and challenge Scott Hall, 
the initial “Outsider” to 
invade WCW. 5. Teamed 
with Lex Luger and Randy 
Savage against The Out- 
siders at Bash at the Beach 
and did well against them 
until Hulk Hogan arrived. 
HE SAID IT: “I'll take 
number three over number 
501 any day of the week. 
Even though I spent most of 
the year in tag team match- 
es with Lex, I’ve always 
tried to maintain my singles career. There have 
been distractions, including all the questions 
about Lex’s loyalty, but I always knew in my 
heart of hearts that he was on my side. That 
friendship and my relationship with WCW has 
been solidified by the invasion of the NWO. 
Hall, Nash and, yes, ‘Hollywood’ Hulk Hogan 
can stick it when it comes to bringing down 
WCW. I will make it my personal goal to take 


Sting sunset-flips Flair 


that belt away from Hogan 
and his group of thugs and 
return it to where it rightful- 
ly belongs. When I do that, 
I'll be back to number one.” 

PATH TO THE TOP 
10: 5th in 1991; Ist in 1992; 
4th in 1993; 8th in 1994; 3rd 
in 1995 

WHERE HE’S HEAD- 
ED: Sting is fortunate to be 
at number three. This is not 
a reflection of his talents, 
but a reflection of the fact 
that he spent so much (too 
much?) time in tag teams in 
96. He is a former WCW World, U.S., and 
TV champ, and right now, he is most worried 
about the invasion of the NWO. He hopes he 
can eventually get back to the business of 
contending for singles titles. If and when he 
does, he has a good chance of reaching num- 
ber one again ... not that he needs to do that 
to prove what a great wrestler he has been for 
the last decade. 


KENTA KOBASHI 


(6'2", 261, 8, 64) 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF YEAR: 

|. Defeated Akira Taue to become the 
youngest All-Japan Triple Crown champion ever 
(he’s 29) on July 24. 2. Was involved in Weekly 
Pro Wrestling’s Tag Team Match of the Year 
for the third consecutive year. 3. Teamed with 
Tamon Honda to defeat Taue and Tsuyoshi 
Kikuchi, 4. Defeated Satoru Asako. 5. In a pri- 


vate poll, voted by 
Japanese fans as the 
best aerial and tech- 
nical wrestler in that 
country. 

HE SAID IT 
(through an interpreter): 
“It is a true honor to be 
ranked in the top 10 of the 
*PWI 500.’ For years, I 
have strived for recogni- 
tion, not just in Japan, but 
around the world. To be in 
the company of such great 
wrestlers is a dream come true. Since my rookie 
year, I have strived for excellence. Winning the 
Triple Crown was the highlight of my career so 
far, but I don’t feel I have reached my peak yet. 
There are more worlds to conquer, and that may 
include crossing the ocean to the WWF and 
WCW. They have great and legendary champi- 
ons that I would love to compete against. The 
fans of the United States are great, and someday 
I want them to see what I can do.” 

PATH TO THE TOP 10: 69th in 1993; 
37th in 1994; 64th in 1995 


Kobashi leaps onto Johnny Ace 


WHERE HE’S 
HEADED: This 
native of Kyoto, 
Japan, has been a 
patient man since his 
debut in 1988. He 
got his chance to 
shine for a while 
after Genichiro Ten- 
yru and later The 
Great Kabuki left 
All-Japan Wrestling; 
their departures al- 
lowed some of the 
younger wrestlers to get more exposure. But that 
did not spoil the rising star. He quietly plied his 
trade and worked hard to improve and impress 
fans, promoters, and his fellow wrestlers. 
Becoming the youngest Triple Crown champ 
ever is something he should be proud of, but, as 
he said, not be satisfied with. “Orange Crush” (a 
nickname given to him due to his penchant for 
wearing orange ring attire) must continue to use 
his impressive aerial and technical skills to fight 
off the intense competition in All-Japan. The 
U.S. can wait a few years. 
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AHMED JOHNSO 


(6'4", 255, 5, 295) 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF YEAR: 

1. Defeated Goldust for the WWF Inter- 
continental championship at King of the Ring. 2. 
Defeated Jeff Jarrett by disqualification at the Royal 
Rumble. 3. Won an | 1-man battle royal on WWF 
Monday Night Raw on July 22 to eam a shot at the 
WWF World title (an injury prevented him from 
getting that match). 4. Teamed with Shawn 


Michaels to defeat WWF World tag team 
champs The Smokin’ Gunns by disquali- 
fication on July 22. 5. Defeated Big Van 
Vader three times in one week in May. 
HE SAID IT: “For a long time, I waited for 
my chance to prove myself in the WWF. From the 
day I started there, I wanted to be an impact 
wrestler. I achieved that goal by bodyslamming 
Yokozuna at my first big event, the Survivor Series. 
I wanted everyone to know that 
Ahmed Johnson was here to 
stay. | was content to bide my 
time and wait for my title shots 
to come. Then Goldust did what 
he did and got my attention. 
Even though I was stripped of 
the Intercontinental title because 
of an injury, I was the 
Intercontinental champion, and 
no one can take that away. | 
know that I have been pushed 
into the spotlight very rapidly. 
But I still have the desire to be 
WWF champion someday soon. 
I'll win that belt for the people.” 


Ahmed’s “Pearl-River Plunge” 


PATH TO THE TOP 10: 217th in 1994; 
295th in 1995 

WHERE HE’S HEADED: This year, Ahmed 
Johnson made one of the biggest jumps in the 
“500"—290 places to be exact. One year ago, few 
people knew who Ahmed Johnson was. He was 
establishing himself in the rough world of indepen- 
dent wrestling as a rulebreaker. Now he is a former 
Intercontinental champion, but he faces an uncer- 
tain future. With his success 
comes the adoration of mil- 
lions of fans, but when his 
injured kidney is fully recoy- 
ered and he returns, there will 
be a lot of pressure on him to 
reach that level of success 
again. He will be a target of 
many, including Faarooq, the 
man who injured him. He 
seems to have the character 
necessary to do it. He’s 
already being called a future 
world champion by many. 
One thing is certain: His jump 
next year won't be as great. 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF YEAR: 

1. Helped Scott Hall and Hulk Hogan form 
the New World Order, an anti- WCW clique. 2. 
Power-bombed WCW Senior Vice President 
Eric Bischoff through a stage at The Great 
American Bash. 3. Attacked Mad Dog Vachon 
and tore off his prosthetic leg during a WWF 
World title match with Shawn Michaels at In 
Your House VII. 4. Teamed with Hall to defeat 
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KEVIN NASH 
(7', 356, 6, 1) 


Sting and Lex Luger at Hog Wild. 5. Turned 
against former best friend Shawn Michaels. 

HE SAID IT: “The fact that I am number 
six after being number one last year is an 
insult. I’m still the toughest guy in wrestling 
today. Who knocked down the doors of WCW 
with a big boot? Kevin Nash, that’s who. I ama 
charter member of the 
greatest wrestling orga- 
nization going today, 
the New World Order. 
The *Hulkster’ has the 
World belt, and Scott 
and I will take the rest 
of them. If Sting, Lex, 
and ‘Nacho Man’ have 
anything to say about it, 
let them get in the ring. 
We're getting tired of 
beating them up, but it 
doesn’t make it any less 
pleasurable.” 


Nash works over The Undertaker 


PATH TO THE TOP 10: 367th as Oz in 
199]; 203rd as Vinnie Vegas in 1992; unrated as 
Vinnie Vegas in 1993; 14th as Diesel in 1994; 
Ist as Diesel in 1995 

WHERE HE’S HEADED: The Wrestler 
Formerly Known As Diesel truly defies the 
odds. Never has a man with so many different 
identities been so successful. Now he must fol- 
low up his incredible three-year run in the WWF 
with an impressive sequel in WCW (or the 
NWO, if Nash has his way). He has spent his 
first few months back 
in WCW competing in 
tag team matches with 
Scott Hall and lurking 
in Hulk Hogan’s shad- 
ow. Instead of being 
an NWO lackey, Nash 
needs to look out a lit- 
tle more for himself 
again. Despite his dis- 
dain for his “home” 
promotion, he must 
compete for a title to 
maintain his share of a 
crowded spotlight. 


weight title. 3. Defeated long-time rival 


eight ttle. 3, Defe ane 
REY MISTERIO JR. Psicosis at Bash at the Beach. 4. 


(5'3", 140, 5, 18) 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF YEAR: 

1. Defeated Dean Malenko for the WCW 
cruiserweight title on July 8. 2. Defeated Ultimo 
Dragon at Hog Wild in defense of his cruiser- 


Defeated Juventud Guerrera several 
times in ECW. 5. Voted best wrestler 
in the world pound-for-pound in 1996 “PW Poll.” 
HE SAID IT: “I could never have prepared 
myself for what has happened to me in WCW so 
far. My long-term goal was to win that cruiser- 
weight belt. Winning it very early on was excit- 
ing, but I had no time to celebrate. I know a lot 
of people are out to get me. Now my role is to 
bring respect to the cruiserweight division. The 
last thing I want is to have this title discontin- 
ued. I promise to make matches exciting and 
face all wrestlers who want a shot at my belt. 
And I have also dedicated myself to WCW. As a 
titleholder, I will stand with the others and fight 
off any invasion. All this and a place in the top 
10 of the “PW/ 500° will make 1996 memorable. 
Who knows what’s in store for °97,” 
PATH TO THE TOP 10: 101st in 1994; 
18th in 1995 
WHERE HE’S HEADED: It would be nice 


to say that Rey Misterio Jr. controls his own des- 


tiny, He alone defeated Dean Malenko for the 


Misterio suplexes Guerrera 


cruiserweight belt. But politics in WCW could 
now steer the course of his career. The now- 
defunct light heavyweight title was treated like a 
communicable disease, and it wasn’t because the 
champions weren’t talented. So Misterio battles 
opponents, the NWO and, possibly, WCW brass. 
That’s a great deal for the 140-pounder to shoul- 
der. Misterio is up for it, though. If WCW contin- 
ues to bring in quality cruiserweights for him to 


wrestle, tthe division will succeed, and Misterio 


could remain in this top 10 for years to come. 


HULK HOGAN 
(68", 275, 17,6) 
‘TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF YEAR: 


1. Defeated The Giant for the WCW (he 
alls it NWO) World title at Hog Wild. 2. 


Turned against all of WCW and joined Kevin 


‘Nash and Scott Hall in forming the NWO at 
Bash at the Beach. 3. Helped Nash and Hall plan 
a backstage attack on Arn Anderson, The 


| 
r 


American Males, and Rey | 
Misterio Jr. on WCW Monday 
Nitro on July 29, 4. Teamed 
with Randy Savage to defeat 
the Dungeon of Doom at 
Uncensored. 5. Attacked and 
humiliated his long-time — 
friend The Booty Man after 
Booty brought him. abirthday 
cake at the end of Hog Wild. | 


HE SAID IT: “P'll m: : ea 
tie a 


jects down en 


this Eyes, brother. 
‘new’ Hulk Hogan is not 
happy being ranked behind all 
these other so-called wrestlers. I’m happy for 
Nash, but I’m the undisputed New World Order 
heavyweight champion, and our rankings are the 
only ones that matter. As far as I’m concemed, 
I’m number one. This is all a conspiracy against 
me and the NWO. I finally stood up for myself 
and what happens? Those idiot fans have the gall 
to boo me. Well, make no mistake about it: Next 
year’s top 10 will be comprised of all NWO 
wrestlers. We will rule wrestling, because Hulk 
Hogan rules wrestling and has the NWO belt. 
And if the fans don’t like it, as I’ve said before, 


= } 


they can stick it.” 

PATH TO THE TOP 
10: Ist in 1991; 12th in 
1992 (in semi-retirement); 
17th in 1993; 2nd in 1994; 
6th in 1995 

WHERE HE’S HEAD- 
ED: The shock of seeing 
the new “Hollywood” Hulk 
Hogan has still not worn off 
for most people. But like it 
or not, Hogan has been 
reborn as a rulebreaker. He 
is still the only man to get 
up from The Giant’s choke-slam. Since he’s 
now willing to use whatever tactics are neces- 
sary for him to win, and since Nash and Hall are 
always around to lend him a helping hand, this 
title reign could last longer than his first in 
WCW. There are very few wrestlers ranked in 
the “500” who are more dangerous than Hogan. 
The “Hulkster” used to rank as one of the 
wrestlers most likely to be betrayed by a friend. 
Now it’s payback time for Hogan. His payback 
could be dominance that exceeds his past 
accomplishments. 
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SABU 
(6°, 220, 6, 5) 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF YEAR: 
1. Wrestled the entire year with a severely 
damaged neck and never gave in to the pain. 3. 


Defeated Rob Van Dam in a stretcher 
match on August 3. 3. Defeated former 
Heavenly Body Jimmy Del Ray several 
times in ECW. 4. Defeated Stevie 
Richards despite the interference of a few 
of Richards’ allies on January 5. 5. 
Pinned Cactus Jack twice in ECW in 
February. 

HE SAID IT (through an inter- 
preter): “For the second year in a row, I 
have proven that it is not only WWF and 
WCW wrestlers that belong in this top 10. 
I am the best wrestler in the toughest fed- 
eration in America, ECW. I truly appreci- 
ate this recognition from PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED. I do what I want when I want, and 
| have been rewarded here for it. The Sheik has 
always told me to follow my heart and my 
instincts, and that’s just what I’m doing. I said it 
last year, but I will say it again: I will not be 
satisfied until I’m at the top of this list. And I 
plan to do it as a member of ECW.” 

PATH TO THE TOP 10: 389th in 1991 
(“A real comer”); 79th in 1992; 56th in 1993; 
12th in 1994; Sth in 1995 


WHERE HE’S 
HEADED: Sabu is 
hard to figure out. 
For years, he 
exemplified the 
term “independent 
wrestler.” While 
most heralded his 
move to WCW last 
fall, Sabu’s stint 
there did little 
more than give him 
a broader audience 
for which to show 
off his unusual 
skills and style for a few months. This year, he 
brought his growing fan base back to his home 
promotion, Extreme Championship Wrestling. 
Sabu hasn’t changed. He’s still a manic super- 
star who wows observers and frightens oppo- 
nents. He made it to the top 10 last year as an 
independent wrestler and continues to hold on 
to a high ranking as a true independent. Sabu 
will likely need to capture a major title in 1997 
to remain in the top 10, though. 


Sabu moonsaults onto 


Shane Douglas 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF YEAR: 

1. Defeated Randy Savage for his 12th world 
title at Super Brawl VI. 2. Defeated Konnan for 
the WCW U.S. title at Bash at the Beach. 3. 
Recruited former NFL great and WCW broad- 
caster Steve McMichael to join The Four 
Horsemen. 4. Got his first-ever 
pinfall victory over Hulk 
Hogan. 5. Beat Eddy Guerrero 
in defense of his U.S. title at 
Hog Wild. 

HE SAID IT: “Every time 
people say the ‘Nature Boy’ is 
finished, I defy the odds. When 
I lost that retirement match to 
Hogan, they said I was through. 
What happened? Two more 
WCW World titles. After The 
Giant took my belt, people said 
that Ric Flair’s days of being a 
champion were over. What hap- 
pened? I beat the legendary 
Konnan for yet another U.S. 
title. And here I am, back in the 
top 10, where I belong. And it’s not over yet, 
baby. Another WCW World title beckons, and 


24 a PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED a 


RIC FLAIR 
(6°1”, 243, 23, 20) 


so does a number-one ranking in the top ‘500.’ 
Diamonds are forever, and so is Ric Flair.” 
PATH TO THE 
TOP 10: 3rd in 1991; 
3rd in 1992; 6th in 
1993; 3rd in 1994; 
20th in 1995 
WHERE HE’S 
HEADED: What can 
we write about the 
future of Ric Flair 
that hasn’t already 
been written? He has 
been written off as 
many times as he has 


made surprising 
comebacks. Flair 


knows something that 
we don’t know. He 
has defied age, injury, 
a federation jump, and the court of public opin- 
ion to win 12 world titles and a handful of other 


Flair chinlocks Sting 


belts. To predict exactly what 1997 holds for Ric 
Flair is next to impossible. Who would have 
thought he would hold two WCW World titles 
and one U.S. belt in 1996? Flair knows the for- 
mula for his success. He must continue to be the 


“Nature Boy” and surround himself with three 
elite wrestlers and a bevy of beautiful women. 
He'll be a winner until the day he retires. 


1 1 UST (6°5”, 254, 9, 62) Arguably the most con- 

troversial figure in wrestling history ... Frequently cross- 
es the lines of decency and decorum in order to psych out oppo- 
nents ... Two-time former WWF Intercontinental champion ... 
Marlena “directs” his every move from ringside ... Has had 
spirited feuds with Razor Ramon, Savio Vega, Roddy Piper, and 
Ahmed Johnson ... Was beaten and stripped of most of his 
clothes by Piper at WrestleMania XII ... Held WCW U.S. and 
tag team belts as Dustin Rhodes ... Son of Dusty Rhodes. 


1 2 HINYA HASHIMOTO (511", 285, 12, 134) Has 

Be held IWGP heavyweight belt on several occasions and 
the tag team belts once with Masa Saito ... One of New Japan’s 
rising young stars ... Has defeated some of the best in Japan, 
including The Great Muta, Riki Choshu, and Tatsumi Fujinami 
... Has a devastating dropkick, but favors the DDT. 


Hashimoto suplexes Nobuhiko Takada 


1 3 (5°9”, 216, 16, 21) Left ECW in 

the fall of "95 for WCW, where he held the cruiser- 
Weight title for two months ... One of the best mat wrestlers in 
the world ... Still makes frequent trips to Japan ... Likes to use 
“Texas Cloverleaf” leglock as finisher ... Held ECW TY title 
several times ... Comes from wrestling family: Father was noto- 
rious rulebreaker Boris Malenko, and siblings Joe and Debbie 
have also wrestled, 


1 4 (6°5”, 450, 11, 7) This three-time 

former WCW World champion is now terrorizing the 
WWF... With manager Jim Comette, is feuding with WWF top 
dog Shawn Michaels ... Former [WGP tag team champion with 
Bam Bam Bigelow in 1992 ... Suspended earlier this year for 
attacking WWF President Gorilla Monsoon ... Has a deadly 
power bomb and an even nastier mean streak. 


1 5 1 (6°1”, 235, 

11, 15) He and brother Rick 
comprise one of the best tag teams in 
wrestling history ... Now in WCW, but 
has wrestled most of the past few years 
in Japan ... He and Rick are former 
WWF World, WCW World, and IWGP 
tag team champions .,. Creator of the 
“Frankensteiner” finisher ... Now feud- 
ing with Harlem Heat and The Nasty 
Boys. 


1 6: (S'1L”, 234, 20, 

4) “The Hitman” had a turbulent 
year; he began 1996 as WWF World 
champ, but left wrestling shortly after 
losing the belt to Shawn Michaels at 
WrestleMania XII ... His third World 
tile reign was his shortest, lasting only 
4/, months ... Had harsh words for 
Shawn Michaels before and after losing 
the title to him .., Now in exile, spending time with his family, 
but sources say he'll be back in the WWF by year’s end ... 
Superlative scientific wrestler. 


1 7 (6°5”, 265, 11, 23) Back in WCW after 
an uneventful WWF stint that saw him win no titles ... 
Silenced some critics by winning the TV and tag belts in 
WCW shortly after coming back to WCW ... Relationship 
with Sting has had its ups and downs, but they’re getting along 
very well now ... Has been “racking” up opponents left and 
right ... Played football in the CFL and USFL after attending 
the University of Florida on a football scholarship ... Won 
Southem title from Wahoo McDaniel 19 days after pro debut. 


1 8 (5°10”, 218, 10, 46) Since joining 
The Four Horsemen, the “Canadian Crippler” has real- 


ly blossomed in WCW ... Not too concemed with being Ric 
Flair’s personal bodyguard; instead he’s concentrating on his 
own career ... Got nickname by breaking Sabu’s neck during 
an ECW match in 1994... Wrestles frequently in Japan, where 
he is known as Wild Pegasus ... Was in WCW once before, 
but didn’t fare well and headed back to independents ... Silent, 
but violent is how he likes to be described. 


1 i) (6°9”, 328, 8, 14) 

Paul Bearer’s former protege is still alive in 
the WWF's top 10 ... Former WWF World cham- 
pion ... Ring entrance still sends shivers up fans” 
spines ... Feuded with Goldust and currently feud- 
ing with Mankind, who lured Bearer way from him 
.. Suffered several injuries this past year, includ- 
ing a cracked orbital bone, but keeps coming back 
strong. 


20 (6°, 223, 10, 29) 
“The Franchise” had a brief stint in the 
WWF as Dean Douglas, but gave the WWF a fail- 
ing grade, then retumed to the turbulent world of 
ECW, where he won the TV title ... Now has 
Francine as his valet ... Pittsburgh native started 
wrestling in the UWF and defeated Eddie Gilbert 


for the TV title ... Has also wrestled in the CWA 
and in WCW ... Was second runner-up in 1987 
PWI Rookie of the Year balloting. 


21 (6°2”, 237, 22, 8) Won 
his first WCW World heavyweight title in a 
three-ring, 60-man battle royal at World War II] 
pay-per-view .., Lost the title a month later to Ric 
Flair, regained it a month after that, then lost it back 
to Flair a month after that ... Has spent much of "96 
feuding with ex-wife Elizabeth and Flair, who both 
spent her alimony money lavishly ... Was briefly 
suspended by WCW from attending any televised 
cards because he couldn’t control his temper. 


Scott is a suplex master 


22 (6°2”, 
241, 7, 43) This former 


WCW standout is quietly, but 
decisively ascending the WWF 
rankings ... “Stone-Cold” won the 
1996 King of the Ring tournament 
despite suffering a split upper lip, 
which required several stitches to 
close, in a semifinal match ... 
Former WCW U.S. champion ... 
Suffered a severe knee injury in 
1994 during a match with 
Hacksaw Duggan and was never 
the same in WCW afterward ... 
Briefly managed in the WWF by 
Ted DiBiase, who made him the 
Million-Dollar champion. 


2 gen 190, 6, 132) Hottest 


young Japanese wrestler .., 
Currently holds nine intemationally recognized titles .., Also 
competes occasionally in Mexico ... Recently suffered a 
cracked skull, but was only expected to be out of action for a 
few weeks ... Beat Jushin Liger last year to win “Super J” 
Toumament ... Arguably the best pure high-flyer in Japan. 


24 (5'9", 245, 19, 39) Member 
of Camp Cornette, but he also started listening to 


advice from his wife, Diana, for a while this summer ... Tried 
to defend Diana’s honor against Shawn Michaels after Diana 
accused Shawn of making unwanted advances toward her ... 
Former World tag team titlist with Dynamite Kid ... Has 
bulked up a lot in recent years to become a great power 
wrestler ... Occasionally teams with brother-in-law Owen 
Hart, 


25 (5°10", 230, 9, 38) AAA superstar entered 
the American mainstream in the last year, first in ECW, 
then in WCW, where he won the U.S. title from One Man 
Gang ... Lost the U.S. title to Ric Flair at Bash at the Beach ... 
Uses an array of suplexes and devastating finishing maneuvers 
.. Participated in the World Wrestling Peace Festival in Los 
Angeles, where he is especially popular ... Recently turned 
tulebreaker in WCW. 


Davey Boy has a nasty attitude 
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Misawa armlocks Toshiaki Kawada 


26 (5°10", 230, 10, 11) “Double-J” 
turned his back on his loyal Memphis fans in "96 
and left the USWA after losing the heavyweight title to 
Jerry Lawler in July ... Returned to WWF late in "95, but 
suffered a back injury during his feud with Ahmed Johnson 
and was out for several months ... Three-time former WWF 
Intercontinental champion now claims to be “greater than 
great”... Still one of the most skilled wrestlers in the sport, 


27 (6’, 249, 14, 24) “The 
Enforcer” is the consummate tag team wrestler ... 


Has held NWA/WCW TY title on four occasions and has 
held the NWA/WCW World tag team belts five times ... 
On July 18, 1989, he and Tully Blanchard became first 
team to win both the NWA and WWF World tag team belts 
during their careers ... Third runner-up for 1983 PWI 
Rookie of the Year Award ... One of the original Four 
Horsemen. 


28 (5'11”, 228, 16, 10) 
This legendary Japanese veteran is a former All- 


Japan Triple Crown champion ... Has also held many other 
titles in the Orient ... Has defeated dozens of tough com- 
petitors, including Steve Williams, in Japan in the last year 
... Feuding with Akira Taue ... He and Jun Akiyama are 
the top team in All-Japan ,.. Regarded by many as the best 
scientific wrestler in Japan today. 


Few fans like Lawler now 
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29 (5°8”, 
\ 231, 9, 17) This high-flyer has 


found a home in WCW after long 
stints in ECW and New Japan ... 

Former ECW TV champion ... Has 
been feuding with Dean Malenko on 
and off for more than a year ... 
Youngest son of Gory Guerrero ... 
‘Cagey technical wrestler likes to create 
new moves during matches ... Began 
feuding with Dallas Page after Page 
Viciously attacked him following their 
match at Clash of the Champions 
XXXII, 


30: (S°11", 
248, 12, 19) American fans 


were happy to see he and brother Scott 
return to active competition in the 
States in the last year ... The older 
Steiner teams almost exclusively with 
brother Scott, but faced off against 
him during the “Lethal Lottery” por- 
tion of Battlebow! at Slamboree "96 
... Has wrestled mostly in Japan for the last few years ... 
Retumed to the U.S. first in the violent world of ECW, then in 
WCW ... Possesses a devastating top-rope clothesline, 


3 1 (6°, 234, 

26, 22) Transformation from 
perennial USWA fan fayorite to rule- 
breaker stunned Memphis fans this 
year ... “The King” spends most of 
his WWE time as the opinionated, 
brash color commentator on WWF 
telecasts ... He's funny, but his jokes 
always come at the expense of others 
... Wrestled Jeff Jarrett to a 60- 
minute time-limit draw in the USWA 
in April ... Held USWA heavy- 
weight, Southem, and tag team titles 
this year ... Now involved in feuds 
with Jake Roberts and Aldo Montoya 
in WWE, both of which started 
because of his big mouth, 


3 2 (6°1", 

245, 12, 13) World-renowned 
for his athleticism ... Won the 
IWGP title twice in 1995, beating both Shinya 
Hashimoto and Nobuhiko Takada for the belt ... Former 
IWGP tag team champion .., Has wrestled exten- 
sively in the U.S. in WCW ... Beat Sting for the 
NWA TV title in 1989 ... Now wrestles a lot 
without his face paint. 


33 (5°10, 227, 10, 12) 
Youngest Hart brother pinned brother 
Bret during a WWF tour of Kuwait this year ... 
Former WWF World tag team champion with 
Yokozuna ... Excellent aerialist now teams with 
powerful brother-in-law Davey Boy Smith ... 
Won 1994 King of the Ring ... Claims he was 
responsible for Shawn Michaels’ in-ring collapse 
last November. 


34 (6'8”, 287, 12, 8) This 
former “Bad Guy” is now doing bad 


things in WCW as a member of the New World 
Order ... Had a rough stretch just prior to leaving 
WWE ... Former WWF Intercontinental champi- 
on ... Back to using his real name and original 
moniker, but he isn’t the amiable fan favorite that 
he was in the old AWA ... Teams regularly with 
Kevin Nash in WCW ... Was the first “Outsider” 
to invade that promotion this spring. 


3 (5°11", 222, 10, 30) 

Currently one of the top contenders in ECW ... 
Former WCW World tag team champ with Marcus 
Bagwell and former ECW TV champ .,. Regularly tours 
Japan, where he hones his high-flying skills ... Sidelined 
for several weeks in May and June with a staph infection 
... Exciting high-flyer has been feuding with Sabu and 
Taz. 


36 (6’1”, 230, 13, 106) The 
top drawing wrestler in Japan today ... Fans 
crowd into the Tokyo Dome for his matches ... Former 
IWGP champion and UWFI champion ... Likes to use 
incredibly fast and powerful kicks .,. One of the few 
wrestlers to beat Big Van Vader by submission, 


37 (6'1”, 235, 9, 114) Current ECW heavy- 
weight champ ... The icon of a bizarre group of 
misfits in ECW who seem to worship him .., Bent on 
ending the careers of Tommy Dreamer and The Sandman 
... Now joined at ringside by Sandman’s ex-wife, Lori 
Fullington, and son, Tyler ... In a move even sick by 
ECW standards, uses Tyler as a shield from a cane- 
wielding Sandman ... Former ECW tag champ ... Also 
competed in the USWA and WWF, where he managed 
The Quebecers to the World tag belts in 1993. 


Akick that's just “2 Cold” 


38 (5°6”, 200, 13, 143) The quintes- 
sential aerial wrestler ... Received a scare this year 
when a tumor was discovered in his brain; it was later 
determined to be benign ... Held the IWGP junior heavy- 
weight title on several occasions ... Has competed in 
Mexico and WCW, where he was light heavyweight cham- 
pion ... Style continues to influence many young high-fly- 
ers ... Broke his ankle several years ago, but has since 
recovered nicely. 


39 (5°10, 200, 5, 87) Young AAA star has 
taken his amazing acrobatic style to U.S. promo- 
tions .,. Still feuding with fellow AAA star Rey Misterio 
Jr. ... Their feud has gone beyond the bounds of Mexico 
and has spilled into the rings at ECW and, most recently, 
WCW ... Style is a mixture of daredevil moves and impro- 
visation, since he tends to invent moves as he goes. 


40 (678, 318, 9, 34) Briefly retired 
earlier this year, but it didn’t last ... “Psycho” Sid 
has resurfaced in the WWF, but this time as a fan favorite 
... Originally brought in to replace The Ultimate Warrior 
for several matches, but has since joined the WWF full- 
time .,. Has gone choke-slam crazy since returning to 
action ... Currently an ally of Shawn Michaels, a man with 
whom he feuded in "95, but has even warned Shawn not to 
trust him. 


- 
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Mero has Helmsley's number 


Al (5°7", 175, 9, 99) High-fly- 
ing Japan native learned his trade in the Mexican 


rings ... Debuted in May of 1987 in Mexico and quickly 
became a top star... Beat Jushin Liger to win IWGP title in 
1996 ... Has feuded intensely with Chris Jericho ... Debuted 
in WCW on August 10 against Rey Misterio Jr. and has had 
several chances to win the WCW cruiserweight title ... 
Managed by Sonny Ono in WCW. 


A2s 225, 5, NL) 


One of the most talented 
wrestlers to join ECW this 
year ... Surprised many by 
defeating Pit Bull II for the 
ECW TV title ... Has wres- 
tled in SMW and Japan’s 
WAR and FMW ... A grad- 
uate of Stu Hart's Dungeon 
... An excellent technical 
wrestler who never had to i 


tely on brawling in ECW ... 
He started wrestling in 
WCW. 


te 
235, 6, 57) The for- 


mer Johnny B. Badd in 
WCW is now the “Wild- 
man” in the WWF ... Two- 
time former WCW TY 
champion ... Has extensive 
boxing experience and 
sometimes uses a wicked 
punch as his finisher ... 
Sable is his valet ... Is strug- 
gling his way up the WWF's 
rankings. 


Kanemoto has the “Wright” moves 


4 4 , (6°3”, 245, 7, 45) 

Don't let his good looks fool you—he’s defi- 
nitely hardcore ... Easily the most popular man 
among the ladies in ECW ... Once had both Kimona 
Wana-Laya and Beulah McGillicutty serving as his 
valets at the same time ... Involved in a long-running 
feud with childhood friend Raven that now involves 
most of their friends ... His love of extreme violence 
may be what’s preventing him from getting his 
chance in the WWF or WCW. 


45 (6'4”, 277, 13, 31) This manic 
star has hardly calmed down since making 
the move from ECW to the WWE ... Likes to attack 
Opponents—and anyone else, for that matter—with a 
mandible clawhold ... In other words, if you don’t 
hold your tongue, he'll do it for you ... Lost most of 
his ear during a match with Big Van Vader in 1994 
++ Lost part of his mind in ECW last year and started 
expressing his hatred for everyone in wrestling dur- 
ing long interviews ... Has beaten The Undertaker 
twice on pay-per-views this year and is now man- 
aged by Paul Bearer. 


46 £ (5°11", 248, 9, 53) The master of the 
suplex is now in cahoots with referee-tumed- 
annoying-manager Bill Alfonso ... Started a feud 
with UFC competitor Paul Varelans ... Has great 
technical background ... Extremely serious and 
extremely dangerous ... Has held the ECW tag team 
belts with Sabu, a man he now hates ... Former 
IWCCW lightweight champ and ECW TV champ. 


47 (6°1", 270, 5, 35) Current 
NWA champion ... A former amateur sensa- 


tion who won more than 40 titles before tuming pro 

... Frequently competes in Midwest independents, 
including Motor City Wrestling ... Has defended his belt in 
Japan and Malaysia, .. Still competes in the UFC, 


43 (5°10", 205, 6, 40) Became pop- 
ular in both Japan and Mexico as the third Tiger Mask, 
but was finally unmasked in 1994 ,.. Two-time former IWGP 
junior heavyweight champion ... Had intense feuds with Jushin 
Liger, Akira Nogami, and Sabu over the belt ... Great acrobatic 
wrestler, but he was recently sidelined with a leg injury. 


49 (SI, 
250, 12, 63) This Puerto 


Rico native is currently feuding 
with Justin “Hawk” Bradshaw 
..» Has slipped a bit recently 
after having a fine first half of 
"96 ... Almost won the WWF 
Intercontinental title from 
Goldust, but was stifled by 
Marlena’s interference ... 
Hasn't fared well in a series of 
no-disqualification matches 
with “Stone-Cold” Steve 
Austin. 


5 0 (6°4", 

568, 11, 32) Feeling 
great after losing 33 pounds 
during the summer ... Says 
weight loss has increased speed 
and agility, but it doesn’t really 
show ... Told Jim Comette to 
buzz off and was attacked by 
Vader for it ... Big, squishy 
Samoan seemed to enjoy a stint 
as a fan favorite, but he rejoined 
Camp Cornette in August ... 
Former WWF World tag team 
and World heavyweight champ. 


J = 


51 (6°, 227, 6, 199) Former IWF TV 
‘ champion is now competing in ECW ... Has wrestled 
in Midwest independents and still makes frequent trips to 
Japan ... Has engaged in a violent feud with Sabu in ECW, 
fefusing to show him respect ... Bill Alfonso occasionally 
advises him ... Possesses an excellent split-legged moonsault 
... Kickboxes as a hobby ... Learned karate moves from 
watching television as a child ... Briefly competed in WCW a 
few years ago, 


5? ; (6°4”, 240, 35, 16) This Japanese 
legend was once elected to the Japanese Parliament ... 


Veteran has slowed down schedule in recent years, but holds 
Several decisive victories over some of the top wrestlers in the 
world today, including Ric Flair, Sting, and Big Van Vader ... 
His trademark move, the abdominal stretch, is still respected 
and feared ... Competed against Muhammad Ali in a boxer vs. 
wrestler match in 1976. 


53 (6°10", 503, 4, 49) This former WWF King of 
the Ring left the WWF early in "96 for the USWA, the 
other land of “Kings” ... Spent most of the year wrestling sin- 
gles, with partner Mo serving mostly as his second .., Won the 
USWA Southem title, but lost it to another “King,” Jerry Lawler 
... Invaded Puerto Rico's WWC, where he quickly disposed of 
Universal champ Carlos Colon to win the belt, 


rey tT aan 


Van Dam is darn good 


ha (6'5", 260, 5, 111) 
This former manager has become a very good wrestler, 
but that didn’t stop him from falling on hard times ... First, he 
(well, actually Kimberly) won a few million dollars gambling 
... Then he lost the WCW TV title ... Then he lost Kimberly 
... Then he lost the money ... Then lost a loser-must-retire 
match ... But his luck changed when, after being reinstated in 
WCW, he won the Lord of the Ring at Slamboree and gained a 
wealthy benefactor ... May need some luck to keep momentum 


going. 


55 (6'2”, 260, 10, 121) The former Ron 
Simmons is Sunny’s latest find in the WWF ... Has 
already made his mark by attacking Ahmed Johnson and ruptur- 
ing his kidney with some kicks to the back ... Former WCW 
World champion ... Has competed in ECW and Japan, as well 
as a few Souther independents during the last year ... Former 
pro football player. 
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Regal can be a royal pain 


56 (6°4”, 247, 12, 36) This 
uppity Brit has formed an alliance with former com- 
moners Bobby Eaton and David Taylor ... Former WCW TV 
champion says he’s ready to make another run at that belt ... 
Well-schooled in technical wrestling and has great ring pres- 
ence ... Suffered broken nose in a tough bout with The 
Belfast Bruiser at Uncensored "96 ... Competed all over the 
world, including in Europe and in Japan, before joining 
wew. 


57 (6°5”, 265, 8, 153) Won the All- 
Japan Triple Crown championship this year by 
defeating Mitsuharu Misawa ... Also won his third All- 
Japan tag team title with Toshiaki Kawada this year ... 
Played baseball in high school ... Was a sumo wrestler 
before joining All-Japan. 


58 (5°10", 215, 27, 187) One of 
Mexico’s most popular veterans ... Native of 


Zacatecas, Mexico ... Has held numerous titles in sever- 
al promotions. including AAA, EMLL, and UWA ... 
Feuded with Mascara Ano Dos Mil ... Great brawler. 


in) (5°11”, 235, 13. 95) Possibly 
the most hated wrestler in Japan ... The master of 
the STF, a hold he leaned from his trainer, Lou Thesz 
... Current [WGP tag team champ with Hiroyoshi 
Tenzan ... Former NWA champion ... Represented 
New Japan last year in WCW’s one-night “World Cup Of 
Wrestling” tournament at Starrcade. 


60 (5°5”, 165, 4, 188) This 
high-flying Mexican star recently showcased his 
smooth style in the dangerous rings of ECW ... Has a great 
blend of scientific skills and spectacular high-risk maneuvers 
... Has held several lightweight titles in Mexico ... Already 
one of the best pound-for-pound wrestlers in the world ... 
Feuded with Rey Misterio Jr, in AAA, Japan, and ECW. 


61 (6'1", 265, 6, NL) Current 
IWGP tag team champion with Masa Chono ... Atage 
23, was the youngest competitor to ever get a shot at the 
IWGP heavyweight title ... Lost to Randy Savage at 
Starreade °95 ... One of the top heavyweights in Japan. 
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62 (5°10, 230, 15, 59) This 
top All-Japan star is deadly and accurate with his 
kicks ... Prefers to finish off his opponents with his dan- 
gerous “bomber” splash ... Has won several tag team 
titles with various partners ... Defeated Steve Williams 
to win the All-Japan Triple Crown in 1994 at Budokan 
Hall in Tokyo. 


A fierce chop ... Tenzan-style 


63 (5°6", 170, 13, 115) This 
great scientific veteran competes regularly in 
AAA ..,. Has held several titles in Mexico ... Has wres- 
tled all over the world, including Japan and the United 
States ... Appeared in several movies ... Is a great 
counter-wrestler who'll find a way to reverse almost any 
hold put on him. 


64 (5°10", 230, 8, 58) 
This big fish has been leaving the USWA pond on 
occasion, testing the waters in other independents like 
the NWA ... Tough and cunning young veteran ... Seems 
like he is always either defending or wrestling for the 
USWA Southern belt ... “Too Sexy” needs to make the 
jump to a major federation soon. 


65 iE SAD (6°3”, 244, 7, 60) Former ECW 
champion ... Currently entangled in a feud with Rayen 
.». Distraught over ex-wife Lori “Peaches” Fullington and son 
Tyler being in Raven’s camp ... Managed by Peaches, Woman, 
and Missy Hyatt at different times during his ECW career ... 
Has a bad habit of smoking and drinking during matches ... 
Obsessed with his Singapore cane ... Has feuded with Terry 
Funk, Tommy Dreamer, Mikey Whipwreck, Cactus Jack, and 
Shane Douglas, just to name a few ... One of ECW’s most pop- 
ular wrestlers. 


66 PAN (6°3”, 322, 22, 69) The big man from 
Borger, Texas, is still quite active in Japan ... Respected 
the world over ... Rarely competes in the United States anymore 
... Will always be remembered as the man who broke Bruno 
Sammartino’s neck ... Finisher of choice is still the “Lariat” ... 
Former AWA World champion ... Has held several titles in 
Japan. 


67 F (6°1”, 244, 7, 119) One-half of Harlem 
Heat with brother Booker T ... Currently in the midst of 


their fifth WCW World tag team title reign ... Managed by 
Sister Sherri and Col. Rob Parker ... Had some success as a sin- 
gles wrestler in Texas before he and his brother joined WCW ... 
A master of the savate kick. 


68 (6°1", 265, 12, 48) Wrestles 
almost exclusively in Japan these days, but did recently 
retum to the U.S. to team with Tommy Dreamer in ECW ... 
“Dr. Death” is renowned for incredible strength and courage ... 
One-time University of Oklahoma football star. 


69 (5°8”, 226, 6, 42) WWE career started strong, but 
he slumped after losing a series of bouts to Barry 
Horowitz ... Formed World tag team title-winning team with 
Tom “Zip” Prichard, but they lost the belts to the Godwinns and 
soon thereafter lost Sunny to The Smokin’ Gunns ... Suffered a 
neck injury in August and may be out several months ... Could 
be better off in long run without Sunny. 


70 (5°10", 270, 10, 44) New Japan 
star once held the IWGP tag team title with Hawk ... 
Former WCW U.S. champion ... Among the strongest Japanese 
wrestlers ... Likes to use a power attack on his opponents ... 
Has a wide arsenal of suplexes and a devastating clothesline. 


Skip stays on top of Ahmed 


71 (6°3”, 
368, 11, 30) Left WWE for the 


independent circuit last year and has been 
wrestling all over the United States ... One 
of the few wrestlers to be featured in Sports 
Illustrated, but will probably be better 
remembered for losing to Lawrence Taylor 
at WrestleMania XI ... Participated in the 
inaugural World Wrestling Peace Festival 
in Los Angeles ... Briefly feuded with Taz 
in ECW. 


72 (6°1", 230, 19, 
37) The original “Dirty White Boy” 
... Currently competing in the WWE as 
toilet-fixing T.L. Hopper and in Tennessee 
independents as Tony Anthony ... An 
excellent plumber ... Strong brawler in the 
ring ... Has competed in USWA, now- 
defunct CWA, and now-defunct SMW, 
just to name a few promotions ... Married 
to “Dirty White Girl” Kimberly 


13:0 as “The Man Of A 


Thousand Bones” ... AAA star also com- 
peted in ECW this year ... Feuded with 
Jerry Estrada in Mexico 
Mexican light heavyweight champion . 
Another spectacular high-flyer from south 
of the border. 


74 (6°2”, 241, 10, 73) Currently allied 
with fan favorite Brian Christopher in his war with for- 
mer partner Tommy Rich in the USWA ... Has held the USWA 


Southem and tag team belts ... Also frequently competes in 
Japan ... Style is similar to that of his late brother, Eddie, who 


Was a terrific brawler 

75 (3°10", 200, 10, NL) Great Japanese 
veteran ... Defeated Jushin Liger for the IWGP junior 

heavyweight title in 1992... Held the belt for five months 

before losing it to Ultimo Dragon. 


(6°1”, 235, 9, 120) 


Former 


kh 


Helmsley in a breathtaking performance 


Samurai places pressure on Black Tiger's back 


16): 213, 26, 156) This 


Japanese legend is also a four-time 
IWGP heavyweight champion .. 
A master of submission holds, 
including a devastating Scorpion 
deathlock ... Almost defeated Ric 
Flair for the WCW World title in 
199] A New Japan Pro 
Wrestling mainstay, 


77 (6°2” 231, 6, 
139) Classic brawler .,. 


Until recently, a regular teammate 
of Pit Bull I... Extremely power- 
ful ... Defeated Shane Douglas for 
the ECW TY title, then lost it to 
Chris Jericho ... Currently entan- 
gled in a heated feud with Douglas 
... Shows no mercy to opponents. 


7 | 8 (ones 

180, 17, 127) One of the top 
veteran Mexican stars ... His style 
has been copied by many young 
Mexican stars ... Had head shaved 
by El Hijo Del Santo ... A second- 
generation superstar. 


79 (6°5”, 279).5, 
84) This Greenwich, Connecticut, native is still 
Snobbing it up in the WWE .., Not faring well in feud 
with Mare Mero ... Trained by Killer Kowalski ... First 
made an impact in wrestling as Jean-Paul Leveque in 
WCW ... Finisher is called the “Pedigree.” 


80 (6°3", 243, 6, 142) Had one of his 
vertebrae broken by Shane Douglas this summer 
and has been advised by doctors to retire ... Combines 
savagery with good technical knowledge ... Powerslam 
is one of the most devastating in the sport ... He and Pit 
Bull II once held the ECW tag team belts ... Together, 
they have a devastating super bomb (a top-rope power 
bomb). 


$1 PERR (3°10, 234, 
7, NL) One-half of The Elimi- 
nators With John Kronus ... Very strong 
for a man his size, and’also very agile ... 
Involved in a long feud with The 
Gangstas ... Former ECW tag champ ... 
An awesome aerial wrestler ... 
Calculating and focused, 


QD seven SuLLAvAN aor, 
252, 25, 237) The demented 
leader of the Dungeon of Doom in 
WCW ... Concentrated on his own 
wrestling career as much as his manager- 
ial career this year ... Also frequently 
competes in the Massachusetts-based 
Century Wrestling Alliance, where he is 
heavyweight champ ... The man who 
brought The Giant to WCW ... Now 
aligned with Jimmy Hart, 


PRACEY SMOTHERS (6'1", 
83; 14, 28) One of the best all- 
around wrestlers from the South .,. Was 
near the top of the Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling ratings when the promotion 
folded ... Wrestled in various Southern 
independents until going to the WWF as 
Freddie Joe Floyd ... Nice guy, but 
quick-tempered ... When angry, he 
becomes quite bloodthirsty. 


Sullivan’s managing to wrestle more 


84 (6°2”, 251, 7, 100) Now one of 
Raven's disciples in ECW ... Has vowed to end 


Tommy Dreamer’s career ... Almost so did by choke- 
slamming him off of a balcony and through three tables 
at the ECW Arena ... A former USWA Southern champ, 
SMW heavyweight champ, and SMW tag champ with 
Chris “Skip” Candido ... The first man ever to be man- 
aged by Tammy “Sunny” Fytch. 


85 (7°, 315, 35, 248) Legendary vet- 
eran of All-Japan Pro Wrestling ... Also played 
. Held the NWA World 
Famous for his judo chops and “big 


professional baseball in Japan .. 
title three times . 
foot” ... Doesn’t wrestle as regularly as he used to, but is 
still very effective when he does, 
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86 (5'11", 250, 6, 89) He and brother 
Stevie Ray comprise Harlem Heat, the current 
WCW World tag team champions ... Have held the 
WCW belts a total of six times ... In the middle of a 
weird romantic triangle between Col. Rob Parker and 
Sherri Martel, both of whom manage the Heat ... Still 
feuding with Rick and Scott Steiner. 


Sunny’s departure left Skip with Zip 


87 (5'10", 220, 18, 83) Tom Prichard zipped off 
all of his hair to become Skip’s partner ... The 
Bodydonnas won the WWE tag team titles, but soon lost 
both manager Sunny and the belts ... A tag team special- 
ist, he has been part of several great combos during his 
career, most notably The Heavenly Bodies ... Houston 
native has had much success in Tennessee promotions, 
including the USWA and SMW ... Formerly managed 
by Jim Comette. 


83 (6'4", 310, 7, NL) He and Perry 
Saturn are former ECW tag team champs ... The 
Eliminators are still one of ECW's top teams ... Strong 
background in gymnastics and martial arts ... Feuding 
with The Gangstas and The Samoan Gangsta Party ... A 
bit crazy, but an excellent all-around wrestler. 


89 (6', 246, 22, 184) Represented 
South Korea in the 1972 Olympics ... Excellent 


amateur background has helped him become one of the 
top stars in New Japan over the years ... Held the IWGP 
title three times and the UWA title once. 


90 (6'1", 233, 14, 56) Wrestled most 
of his career as Al Snow and won many regional 
titles ... Currently a member of the New Rockers with 
Marty Jannetty ... Has been unsuccessful in recent 
matches against former Rocker Shawn Michaels ... 
Naturally goofy ... Seems more intent on wrestling tag 
teams than singles these days. 


91 (6'3", 277, 13, 25) Reunited with Road 
Warrior Animal and returned to WCW for 


another crack at the World tag team belts ... He and 
Animal feuded with the Steiners for several months, 
but the Warriors left WCW before either team got a 
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decisive edge ... They were on 
opposite sides in the “Lethal 
Lottery” portion of Battlebowl at 
Slamboree, but never wrestled each 
other ... Future in America is uncer- 
tain; he will probably stay in Japan 
for a while. 


92 (6'1", 360, 


38, 71) Still competes on a reg- 
ular basis, traveling the globe 
in search of new victims ... 
Arguably the most dangerous, 
bloodthirsty wrestler in the his- 
tory of wrestling ... The “Bad 
Man From The Sudan” was 
severely burned on his torso in 
a horrific fireball attack by 
Abbudah Singh several years 
ago, but he still went on to win 
the match. 


93 (66", 
310, 11, 82) Spent the 


whole year using this name, 

which must be some sort of record for him ... 
Now caught in a strange feud with John “Don’t 
Call Me Shark” Tenta ... Cut off half of Tenta’s 
hair and beard and attacked him with a loaded 
sock this summer ... Now advised by both Jimmy 
Hart and Kevin Sullivan ... Former UWF champi- 
on and bodyguard for Jim Cornette. 


: 94 (5'10", 220, 19, 210) 
‘ Still probably the greatest rulebreaker in 
Mexico ... Despite his penchant for using under- 
handed tactics, he is well-respected ... Former 
Mexican light heavyweight champ .., Skills 
haven’t diminished much over the years. 


Bubba's still turning heads 


Nothing funny about Richards in the ring 


GR (6', 248, 19, 161) “Wildfire” 
recently returned to the USWA, where he is feud- 
ing with Doug Gilbert ... Was a mainstay in Smoky 
Mountain until it folded late in "94 ... Also competes in 
several other Tennessee independents ... Still known for 
having the shortest NWA World title reign in history 
(four days in 1980). 


06 (5'11", 225, 4, 190) Is one of 
Japan’s fastest-rising stars ... A superb amateur 


wrestler, he was an alternate freestyle wrestler for the 
1992 Japanese Olympic team ... Style allowed for a 
quick adaption to the pro game, though he did get some 
help from trainer Kenta Kobashi. 


97 (6'2", 225, 4, 163) 
The self-proclaimed “King Of Swing” is 


ECW champion Raven’s main lackey ... 
Claims Missy Hyatt sexually harassed him ... 
Is absolutely hilarious when he pairs with The 
Blue Meanie and does impressions of other 
wrestlers ... A good fundamental wrestler with 
a devastating superkick ... Star on the rise. 


98 (5'8", 195, 5, 168) 
Has competed in the USWA for much of 
his career ... He and Wolfie D, with whom he 
is now feuding, are former USWA tag team 
champs as PG-13 ... Was found to be one-half 
of the notorious masked team The Cyberpunks 
in the USWA ... Son of Bill Dundee ... 
Wrestled a few matches in the WWF this year. 


gO (6'2", 270, 2, 
NL) Don’t mess with this tough Marine, 


because he knows how to inflict pain. Just ask 
any victim of his “Code Red” armbar ... Won 
many amateur championships during his tenure 
in the Marines ... Trained for his pro career at 
WCW’s Power Plant ... Now managed by 
Teddy Long ... Has struggled in recent months. 


1 00 (6'3", 360, 7, 86) 
Entered WCW earlier this year, but 


has yet to really make a big impact ... Feuding 
with former tag team partner Ice Train .., Far 
better known and more respected in Japan, 
where he has competed for much of his career 
... A two-time [WGP tag team champion ... 
Minnesota native is a former arm-wrestling 
champ. 


1 (6'3", 220, 2, 54) After win- 
1 0 ning PWI's Rookie of the Year honors for 
1995, the German sensation slumped in his sophomore 
year ... Aerial attack is superb, but doesn’t take as many 
wrestlers by surprise ... Future still should be tremen- 
dous .,. Father is former wrestler Stephen Wright. 


Wright s battling sophomore jinx 


1 02 (6'4", 350, 8, 74) Had a 

tremendous amateur career ... Since turning 
pro, has done quite well for himself in Japan ... One 
of the only men to ever defeat Nobuhiko Takada. 


1 03 (6'1", 250, 5, 175) Formerly 

one-half of PG-13, Wolfie is now feuding 
with former partner Jamie Dundee and Jamie’s father, 
Bill ... Held USWA tag team belts with Jamie on sev- 
eral occasions ... Now concentrating primarily on sin- 
gles wrestling in USWA and North American All-Star 
Wrestling. 


1 04 (5'10", 246, 31, 177) The 

perennial Mr. Popularity of Puerto Rico is 
still going strong in his native island’s WWC promo- 
tion ... Was beaten earlier this year by Mabel for his 
coveted Universal title, but quickly regained it ... 
Bloody feud with Abdullah the Butcher may never 
end. 


1 05 (6'4", 240, 5, 

140) Was the first-ever USWA TV titlehold- 
er ... Finally got a chance to show up former WWF 
boss Jeff Jarrett in a series of matches in USWA, and 
succeeded several times ... The youngest of the 
Armstrong family ... Lost a loser-leaves-the-USWA 
match to Jarrett and took off for a tour of the CWA in 
Austria. 


1 06 (6'6", 285, 7, 133) 
Currently teaming with cousin Phineas ... 


The two of them held the WWF World tag title for a 
week this spring before losing it to The Smokin’ 
Gunns ... Entered the WWF as a rulebreaker ... “Slop 
drop” has been an effective finisher ... Has gradually 
improved over the year. 


: (S'10", 
1 072: 15, 148) Wrestles for PROMELL 
in Mexico ... Currently stuck in a violent feud 
with Vampiro Canadiense ... Holds IWC belt, 
which he won from Perro Aguayo. 


108 (6'2", 260, 11, 98) 
Former Samoan Swat Team 
member tried to make a difference as 
an anti-drug crusader in the WWE ... 
Was sending a great message to the 
kids, but he wasn’t able to do as much 
for himself in the ring ... Did reason- 
ably well in the independents during 
the summer ... Former WWF World 
tag champ has good technical and aerial 
skills. 


1 09 (5'9", 216, 
9, 209) Realized a childhood 


dream by becoming a pro wrestler ... 
Native of Japan has wrestled in Europe 
..- Won the IWGP junior heavyweight 
title from Jushin Liger in 1991 ... Now 
feuding with former tag team partner 
Takayuki lizuka. 


1 1 06%" 280, 8, 423) Has once 


again disappeared after the WWF sus- 
pended him for failing to appear at sched- 
uled engagements ... Former WWF 
World and Intercontinental champion is 
one of the most popular men in wrestling 
history ... Wrestled well in matches 
against Goldust, Big Van Vader, and 
Jerry Lawler this year... Only the 
Warrior knows if he'll return again. 


1 1 1 (6'2", 230, 10, 193) 
Wrestled Akira Nogami in his first match, later 


Armstrong punishes former boss Jarrett 


What Tenryu starts, gravity finishes 


teamed with him, but has recently started feuding with 
him ... Traveled to the former Soviet Union to learn 
sambo wrestling ... Very fast ... Although he’s a good 
wrestler, has gotten lost in talent-rich New Japan. 


1 1 ? (6', 262, 19, NL) 
He and Shinya Hashimoto held 


the IWGP tag team belts for most of the 
year ... Not as charismatic as some of his 
fellow New Japan wrestlers, but is very 
effective in the ring ... Has impressive aeri- 
al skills. 


1 1 3 (6'6", 375, 6, NL) 
Former sumo wrestler was 


trained by Lou Thesz ... Considered one 
of the strongest Japanese wrestlers ... 
Hasn’t made the transition from sumo to 
pro wrestling as well as most expected 
him to, 


1 14 (6'1", 295, 9, 
96) Still competing in WCW 


with Jerry Sags as The Nasty Boys ... 
Entangled in a feud with Public Enemy ... 
Held the WWF and WCW tag team titles 
... Competed in the AWA and Japan ... A 
tough streetfighter ... He and Sags have 
hinted that they are impressed by what 
Hulk Hogan and the NWO have done in 
wcw. 


1 1 5 (6'1", 
235, 20, 128) This brutal competi- 


tor is also a former sumo wrestler ... 
Became one of the biggest stars in Japan 
during the mid-1980s ... Has held the All- 
Japan Triple Crown championship several 
times. 
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116 (6', 238. 5, NL) This 
Brooklyn, New York, native started shaking his 


booty in the independent federations in Georgia ... Held 
several regional titles and claims to be a world-class 
disco dancer ... His style is a blend of classic scientific 
moves, high-flying moves, and brawling ... Favorite fin- 
isher is the “Boogie Oogie Oogie,” though he hasn’t got- 
ten much chance to use itin WCW. 


1 1 7 (63", 255, 11, 135) Currently 
competing in the WWF as the arrogant and 


conceited Salvatore Sincere, and in many independents 
... Has held titles in several federations along the East 
Coast ... Veteran wrestler is popular with female fans ... 
Recently lost IPWA heavyweight title to Cueball 
Carmichael ... Tenacious competitor with great 
physique. 


Johnny Gunn is sincere about his actions 


1 (5'9", 200, 5. NL) Has 
1 Bre several titles in Japan ... Is most noted for 
competing in brutal speciality matches, like barbed-wire, 
exploding death matches ... Very good mat wrestler. 


1 1 g) (6'2", 251, 18, 90) Along with 
Johnny Grunge, is known as Public Enemy ... 


Left ECW for the relatively sane WCW ... Former E 
tag team champ ... He and Grunge had many bloody bat- 
tles with The Gangstas in ECW ... Now involved in bru- 
tal battles with The Nasty Boys. 


1 20 (6', 233, 20, 66) This 
Alabama native-turned-Blue Blood has strug- 


gled over the last few years ... A superlative tag team 
wrestler ... Top-rope legdrop, his signature move, Is still 
effective ... Held several tag team titles as a member of 
The Midnight Express, including the NWA World tag 
team title ... Also a former WCW TV champ. 


(6'3", 290, 10, 104) Has held 
1 21 WCW and WWF world tag team titles with fel- 
low Nasty Boy Brian Knobs ... According to one PWI 
story, he'd be the ideal WWF champion (based on aver- 
age height and weight of all WWF champs) ... Has 
decent solo skills ... Currently feuding with Public 
Enemy ... Destined to remain a tag team wrestler. 
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122:: 1", 230, 12, 107) Re- 


formed The Rockers and now teams 
with Leif.Cassidy ... Has held the 
WWF Intercontinental and World tag 
team titles ... Good technical wrestler 
... Challenged former partner Shawn 
Michaels to a match this summer and 
ended up losing ... Sometimes seems 
more bent on destroying Shawn 
Michaels than wrestling with partner 
Leif. 


1 23 (6'3", 
263, 9, 94) He and Public 


Enemy partner Rocco Rock haven't 
fared particularly well since jumping 
from ECW to WCW ... 
Claims he and Rock have 
what it takes to beat 
Harlem Heat for the 
World tag title ... Street 
smart ... Gave great 
interviews while in 
ECW. 


124, 


(6'1", 240, 6, 97) Four-time WCW World tag 
team champion ... Has held the WCW tag 
team title with 2 Cold Scorpio, The Patriot, 
and Scotty Riggs ... A good singles com- 
petitor, but better in tag teams ... Seems to 
have difficulty keeping tag team partners for 
a long time ... Look for Bagwell and Riggs 
to have a hard time regaining the WCW title 
in a tag team division that’s yery deep. 


125: ICKY SA’ NA (5'10", 
235, 14, 236) Currently 
splitting his time between WWC in 
Puerto Rico and WCW, where he 
wrestles as one of the Barrio Brothers 
... Currently a fan favorite in WWC, 
but has been known to break the rules 
... Also has extensive experience in 
Japan. 


126 IRTON (S'1L", 
228, 18, 135) An aerial 
wrestler who has lost very little of his flying abili- 
ty ... He and Robert Gibson make up The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express. one of the most popular tag 
teams in history ... The Rock ‘n’ Rolls are cur- 
rently wrestling part-time in WCW ... Wrestles in 
numerous Southern independents. 


(6'3", 285, 3, NL) 
1270. newest of The Blue Bloods 
Probably too cocky for his own good ... Had a 
falling-out with Eaton in August ... A good fun- 
damental wrestler, but needs to gain more experi- 
ence to be truly effective in WCW. 


1 28 (6'5", 295, 16, 233) 
Former member of The Powers of Pain 


with The Warlord .... Very strong, tough wrestler 
who has almost always relied on a manager to 
guide his career ... Has a devastating foot to the 
face finisher ... Speaks fluent Spanish ... An avid 
weightlifter, he once appeared on Lee Haney’ s 
Championship Workout TV show on ESPN. 


1 29 (6°, 225, 4, 126) One-half 
of the ECW’s most popular tag team, 


The Gangstas, with Mustafa Saed ... Feuding with 
The Samoan Gangsta Party and The Eliminators 


Grunge does a nasty thing with a chair 


... Still has a deep hatred for Jim Comette, with whom 
he feuded in SMW ... Had some classic matches against 
Public Enemy ... Also a capable singles wrestler. 


1 30 IR (6'1". 233, 10, NL) Won All- 

Japan amateur title twice ... Has won IWGP 
junior heavyweight title and IWGP tag title with 
Kensuke Sasaki and also The Great Muta ... Now a 
member of the Japanese senate. 


ASSIC 


New Jack is ready for war in ECW 


Bart Gunn’s glad Billy's back 


(6'4", 289, 16. 165) 
1 31 “Bamm Bamm” has wrestled all over the 
world ... One-third of the original Freebirds ... 
Currently wrestling regularly in ECW. where his 
helping Tommy Dreamer in his feud with Raven and 
Brian Lee ... Held the WCW World tag team title 
with Steve Williams ... Very powerful ... Loved by 
Japanese fans .... Surprisingly agile for his size. 


2 (6'2", 302, 8, 166) Since 
1 3 ceasing his feud with brother lan, this 
British bad boy has toured Japan and U.S. indepen- 
dents ... Bloodthirsty Brit has been involved in some 
of the most brutal matches ever seen in ECW ... 
While wrestling for Big Japan, he was involved in a 
match where balloons filled with thumbtacks were 
suspended above ring and exploded. showering the 
wrestlers underneath. 


1 33 (6'3", 256. 4. 195) One-half 
of The Smokin’ Gunns ... He and brother 


Billy regained the WWE World tag team straps by 
beating Henry and Phineas Godwinn this year ... 
Managed by Sunny, but that may only be because he 
and Billy have the belts ... A tag team specialist, he 
did poorly in singles when brother Billy was side- 
lined. 


1 34 (6', 220, 4. NL) One-half 

of the popular American Males team in 
WCW ... Before entering WCW, wrestled in several 
independent promotions, including the USWA, where 
he was known as Scott Studd ... Combines surprising 
strength with high-flying moves. 


135 OB HOLLY (6'1", 231, 3, 

WW716) Lost a lot of speed this 
year in the WWF ... “Spark Plugg™ was 
injured in an auto racing accident and 
missed a few weeks ... Has had difficul- 
ty with some of the WWF's new talent, 
including Justin Bradshaw ... Needs to 
spend more time in the ring and less time 
at the race track if he wants to get the 
checkered flag in wrestling. 


1 36 |OHN TENTA (6'4", 502, 7, 
a 99) Formerly known as 
Earthquake, Avalanche, and Shark ... 
Was kicked out of the Dungeon of Doom 
and is now feuding with Big Bubba ... 
Had half of his head shaved by Bubba, 
whom he beat in a forgettable “Carson 
City Silver Dollar” match at Bash at the 
Beach ... Former sumo wrestler. 


137 IN HARRIS (6'4”, 260, 8, 
@ # 146) He and twin brother Don 
have returned to the WWF as The Grimm 
Twins ... As The Bruise Brothers, they 
competed in ECW, WCW, the USWA, 
and SMW ... Briefly feuded with The 
Gangstas and The Eliminators in ECW 
earlier this year ... Managed by Zebakiah 
during first stint in the WWF ... As 
strong as he looks ... Not a man you want 
to meet in a dark alley. 


138 


(6'1", 246, 6, NL) This 
country boy is currently 
teaming with cousin 
Henry ... Managed by 
Hillbilly Jim ... Has 
held the WWF tag team 
title ... Has little techni 
cal wrestling skill ... Developed a crush 
on Sunny after she flashed him during 
matches and in the dressing room ... 
Briefly managed by Sunny, but she was 
just out to humiliate him ... Has since 
moved on, but he should keep his mind 
more on matches than on Sunny’s assets. 


1 30 (6', 236, 24, 
93) This French-Canadian is 


still the “Model” of arrogance ... 
Currently competes in independent pro- 
motions throughout North America ... 
Won the AWA World title in 1984 from 
Jumbo Tsuruta and Jost it 19 months later 
to Stan Hansen ... Started his professional 
career at age 16. 


140 (6'. 294, 19, 92) 
Formerly managed by Col. Rob 


Parker ... Often teams with The Barbarian 
-.- Martial arts expert ... Doesn’t speak 
too often, and would rather let his actions 
get his point across ... Nearly beat Sting 
for the WCW U.S. title several times last 
year ... Formerly known as Haku. 


141 (6'1", 250, NA, 
145) Japanese wrestler formerly 


managed by Col. Rob Parker in WCW ... 
Made headlines by breaking Hawk's arm 
at the Clash of the Champions XXX1, but 
hasn't done much in WCW since ... Has 
extensive experience in his home country. 


142 (6'1", 250, 6, 41) This nasty 
Native American sold his soul to Ted 


DiBiase in search of a championship in the WWF in 
“94 ... He never won one, and he now is on the 
warpath in Eastern independents ... Assisted The 
Samoan Gangsta Party and Primo Carnera III in a 
vicious attack on Ahmed Johnson on an NEW card this 
summer ... Seems more content in smaller promotions. 


143 (6'l", 247, 31, 70) This 52- 
year-old is a legend in Japan ... A brawler with 


underrated scientific skills ... A member of the legendary 
Funk family ... Has had incredible matches against Sabu 
and Cactus Jack ... Involved in a near-riot in ECW in "95 
when his shirt caught fire after Cactus Jack hit him with a 
flaming chair ... Wrestles only occasionally now. 


144 (6'1", 244, 5, 136) One- 
half of the controversial Gangstas, currently 


the ECW tag champs and the promotion’s most popular 
team ... Now feuding The Eliminators and Samoan 
Gangsta Party ... Had an ultraviolent feud with Public 
Enemy in “95 ... This streetfighter shows no mercy to 
opponents. 


145 (S'11", 243. 10, 116) 
Recently debuted in ECW, but is no stranger 


to top-level competition ... Former powerlifter had a 
world record lift in 1987 ... Joined All-Japan in 1988 
... Multi-time winner of the Asian tag team title with 
Dan Kroffat ... His “Frankensteiner” is a thing of 
beauty. 


Meng's actions speak louder than words 
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Duggan still has his power 


1 46 (5°7", 181, 4, 197) This 

young ECW competitor has done his best to get to 
the top of ECW ... Has held every belt in ECW ... Lost ECW 
title to Sandman last year in a triangle match that included 
Steve Austin ... Has beat the odds by surviving (so far) in 
ECW .., Needs either very good health insurance or a change 
of scenery if he plans to stay in this sport for another decade. 


1 47 (6°3”, 280, 14, 113) Glens 

Falls, New York, native is still holding his own in 
WCW ... Has slipped since losing his WCW US. title ... 
Claims to come from a family of taped-fist fighters ... Although 
he often cheats by illegally taping his fists during matches, he is 
still cheered by fans ... Definitely lost in the WCW shuffle. 


1 48 (6°, 222, 6, 471) Back in 
USWA, teaming with Flex Kavana ... He and Flex 


won the USWA tag belts in a toumament final in June, but they 
have been bickering a lot lately ... Has also competed in the 
Pacific Northwest independents .,. Hopes to wrestle in the 
WWE someday, 


149 (6'2”, 325, 2, NL) One 
‘of many Dudley brothers ... A fan favorite who 


teams with some of his half-brothers ... Loves to dance, espe- 
cially when the crowd eggs him on ... Along with the other 
Dudleys, he is feuding with half-brother D-Von ... Interviews 
are interesting, to say the least. 


1 50 (6°7", 309, 4, 327) Has 

been compared to Stan Hansen ... Managed by 
Zebakiah ... Has a devastating “lariat” clothesline ... Held 
GWF tag team title with Bobby Duncum Jr. ... Currently feud- 
ing with Savio Vega and Freddie Joe Floyd ... Likes to brand 
opponents after matches ... WWF newcomer hails from 
Roscoe, Texas. 
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1 51 (3°11, 235, 14, 112) This 

Canadian competitor came to wrestling via a kick- 
boxing career ... Incorporates many of his kickboxing moves 
into his wrestling matches ... Wrestles in All-Japan, where he 
has held several belts, including the Pacific Wrestling 
Federation title ... Has held Asian tag straps with Doug 
Furnas several times ... Favorite finisher is the “Tiger 
Driver.” 


1 5? (6’, 235, 14, 150) One of the 

top competitors in All-Japan ... Has extensive 
experience in Calgary promotions ... Former North American 
champion ... Made his ECW debut this summer. 


1 53 (6°3”, 250, 10, 108) This U.S.- 

bom All-Japan competitor shocked fans recently 
by tuning against long-time partner The Patriot ... Has 
formed successful teams in the past with fellow Americans 
Stan Hansen and Steve Williams ... Favorite finisher is the 
“Ace Crusher,” a move in which he rams an opponent's head 
into the mat. 


1 5 4 (5°9", 229, 16, 212) Former 
WWE star now competes regularly in several 


North American independents, including the USWA, AWFP, 
and NWC ... Had an unremarkable stint in USWA in early- 
1996, but he has done better since retuming there ... Fans still 
enjoy dancing with him as he makes his way to the ring ... 
Had some success as tag team partner of Owen Hart in the 
WWF, 


1 55 (6°, 225, 4, 125) Youngster 

has yet to rise above mid-card status in the WWF, 
but there’s hope ... Maybe his savior will be Jake “The 
Snake” Roberts, who is now serving as his mentor, and has 
even taught him the deadly DDT ... Has gotten involved in 
Roberts’ feud with Jerry Lawler, but not by choice, and it 
may not be a good idea for him. 


1 56 (5°10", 230, 6, 122) Has crashed 

upon the WCW scene as a laughing member of the 
Dungeon of Doom ... Isn’t doing well in WCW so far ... 
Competes frequently in Century Wrestling Alliance ... Likes to 
take matches outside the ring ... Former PCW heavyweight 
champion. 


Armstrong can do it on the mat, too 


“Justin” time to shine in the WWF 


1 57 (6°7", 345, 2, 103) This 
demented dentist was bought into the WWF by 


Jerry Lawler ... Did not fare well in matches against The 
Undertaker or Bret Hart ... Currently competing in several 
independents in the Northeast ... Held the SMW tag team 
title with Al Snow .,. Needs more experience to compete 
successfully in a major promotion. 


1 58 (6°6", 292, 
5, 47) A former WWF 


mid-carder ... Has had much success 
in Europe ... Also competed in 
Smoky Mountain ... Formerly man- 
aged by Harvey Wippleman in the 
WWE ... Has a devastating slingshot 
flying clothesline. 


1 5G END EE 
235, 10, 243) This masked 


Dominican wrestles exclusively in 
Puerto Rico 
WWC tag team champion with 
Invader I ... Still a hated nemesis of 
Carlos Colon. 


1 60: 226, 15, 238) Since 


Smoky Mountain's demise, the eldest 
Armstrong brother has been compet- 
ing in WCW and several indepen- 
dents around the Mid-South region ... 
Was last to hold the WCW’s light 
heavyweight belt before the title was 
abandoned ... A solid all-around 
wrestler 


.. Two-time former 


Taking the bite out of the 


“Bulldog”! Davey Boy Smith 
has proven to be a worthy 
adversary for Shawn over 
the years, but Shawn got the 
best of him in 1996. 


=F — 


\ ‘MZ P 
Fe Beat up two men at once in the 

= ring? It’s no problem for “The 
Heartbreak Kid,’ who had to 
outlast 29 other WWF super- 
stars to win his second consecu- 
tive Royal Rumble this year. 


The dream had almost become real- 
ity at this point. Shawn needed 61 


-" minutes 52 seconds before finally 
. getting a fall on Bret Hart during 
‘their classic “Iron Man” match at 


WrestleMania XII. It was well worth 
the wait. 


cage bout, Diesel’s last before he left the fq 


WWE for WCW. 


, “Sorry, chump, but mind 
games don’t work on 
me!” Goldust learned 
the hard way that Shawn 
has been through so 
much in his 13-year pro 
career that not much 
intimidates him. ’Dust 
hasn’t fared well against 
him. 


‘aug JaqUINN 
STEVIA 


Cairo turns Derrick Domino's world upside down 


1 61 JAKE ROBERTS (6°5", 246, 20, NL) “The 

Snake” has returned to the WWE since overcom- 
ing his problems with drugs and alcohol ... A born-again 
Christian ... Lost to Steve Austin in the finals of this year’s 
King of the Ring tournament ... Earlier in the night, he had 
his ribs injured by Vader ... Has wrestled in WCW, World 
Class, and many Southern independents, 


1 i) THE BOOTY MAN (6°4”, 273, 12, 75) The 

Barber, The Butcher, The Man With No Name, 
Zodiac—what name will Brutus Beefcake come up with 
next? .., His career has turned for the better since he became 
a fan favorite again ... Former WWWA heavyweight cham- 
pion ... Former WWF tag champ with Greg Valentine ... 
Dubiously known as Hogan’s original lackey, but was 
stomped down by Hogan and the New World Order at Hog 
Wild. 


1 63... CAIRO (6°3”, 257, 5, 152) Current 

NWA North American champion ... Won the 
title by pinning Devon Storm in the finals of a tournament 
... Has competed in several East Coast independents ... 
“Ironman” feuded with Tommy Dreamer and The Sandman 
in ECW before moving on to the NWA ... A top contender 
to Dan Severn’s NWA heavyweight title. 


1 6 4. HARRIS (6'S”, 257, 12, 159) Formerly a 

Bruise Brother with twin brother Ron, he is now 
back in the WWF ,.. Has a good deal of ECW experience 
and limited experience in WCW ... He and brother Ron 
Harris had several matches with The Gangstas in ECW this 
year ... Style reminds some of Bruiser Brody. 


1 65... KONG BUNDY (674”, 446, 

20, 147) Briefly a member of the 
Million-Dollar Corporation in the WWF in "95 
... Has returned to the independent circuit ... A 
top contender to the North East Wrestling title 
..- Weight limits his mobility, but he is still very 
intimidating. 


1 66." ARMSTRONG (6'2”, 224, 

13, 106) Great technical wrestler 
from the old school ... Would rather show off 
wrestling skills than brawl ... Former Smoky 
Mountain heavyweight champion is now team- 
ing with brothers Brad and Scott in WCW and 
Southern independents. 


1 67... KAVANA (6°4”, 272, 1, NL) 

Son of Rocky Johnson is now making 
a name for himself in the USWA ... Held the 
USWA tag team title twice with Bart Sawyer ... 
Feuded with Brickhouse Brown and Reggie B. 
Fine over the belts ... With his father’s help, he 
should only get better. 


1 63)... DUNDEE (5°7”, 214, 22, 

105) Australia native is currently 
helping his son, Jamie, in his feud with former 
PG-13 partner Wolfie D ... Is causing all sorts of 
trouble for fan favorites in both USWA and 
North American All-Star Wrestling ... Spent a 
good part of the year trying to unmask The 
Cyberpunks, who turned out to be Wolfie and 
Jamie. 


1 69... ON STORM (6°3”, 241, 4, 

206) The “Dangerous One” is now in 
ECW after a brief stint with WCW ... 
Frequently competes in many Mid-Atlantic 
indies ... Former ECWA singles and tag team 
champion ... Has had some incredible matches 
with Sabu ... His feud with Ace Darling has 
spanned several independents, and it is far from 
over. 


1 70%... MASCARAS (5°11”, 245, 32, 172) 

Most famous Mexican wrestler in history ... 
Has a superlative flying bodypress ... Still wrestles fre- 
quently in both Japan and his native Mexico ... Is a 
sort of superhero in Mexico, like Hulk Hogan was in 
the U.S., but on a much larger scale. 


1 7 JIM NEIDHART (6°17, 275, 17, 132) 

“The Anvil” is currently wrestling regularly 
on the independent circuit and occasionally in the 
WWE ... Has held the WWF tag team title twice with 
brother-in-law Bret Hart ... Wrestled several matches 
in ECW in "95 ... Took Owen’s side in the Bret-Owen 
feud. 


1 r (y paeeee GIBSON (5°11”, 225, 19, 169) 

Rock ‘n’ Roll Express star has had solid solo 
career ... Once again re-formed his tag team with Rick 
Morton, and they compete now in WCW and several 
Tennessee independents ... Briefly turned rulebreaker 
and joined Jim Cornette’s Smoky Mountain Militia in 
*94 ... Fully recovered from reconstructive knee 
surgery. 


1 7 GREG VALENTINE (6°, 243, 25, 85) This 

veteran resurfaced in WCW this summer, but 
he is still frequenting the North American independents 
... Former WWF star held the Intercontinental title and 
World tag team title with Brutus Beefcake ... Still feud- 
ing with Tito Santana on the independent circuit. 


1 74 MIGUEL PEREZ JR. (671”, 232, 19, 129) 
Son of popular Latin wrestler Miguel Sr. ... 
Has competed in both Puerto Rico’s WWC and Japan’s 


IWA ... Also wrestles for Mexico’s EMLL ... The 
longer a match goes, the better the chance he’ll win. 


1 7 Leap (5°7", 190, 7, 224) Popular 

AAA star amazed ECW fans earlier this year 
when he joined that promotion for a few matches ... 
Mexico City native combines high-flying acrobatic 
moves with hard-hitting martial arts skills ... Loves to 
use the dropkick. 


Dundee attacks Wolfie D, the former Cyberpunk Fire 
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1 7 SCOTT ARMSTRONG (671”, 214, 13, 167) 

Another Armstrong brother hanging around the 
mid-card level of WCW ... Relatively small, but he has 
deceptive strength and uses a lot of impressive aerial moves 
... Has a good superkick ... Also wrestles regularly in 
Southern independents. 


1 7 Y.K. WALL SEREET (6’3”, 248, 15, 88) Best 

remembered as Irwin R. Schyster in the WWE ... 
A very good technical wrestler ... Has held the NWA TV 
and Florida titles ... Also held NWA and WWE tag team 
titles ... Has been slowed down by back problems ... Still 
feuding with Hacksaw Duggan ... Also wrestled as Mike 
Rotundo and Michael Wall Street. 


1 7 8." ROTTEN (6°, 294, 6, 180) Not very techni- 

cally proficient, but don’t underestimate his will 
to win ... In the aftermath of his bloody war with brother 
Axi, he has spent his time roaming the Eastern independents 
... Briefly wrestled in the USWA years ago ... Has wrestled 
a series of gory stipulation matches with Madman Pondo. 


1 790" PUTSKI (6’, 235, 10, 67) Competes 

mainly in the Texas independents, including the 
Continental Wrestling Alliance ... Former Global North 
American champ .., Sometimes wrestles under the name 
Konnan 2000 ... Played football at Texas Christian 
University .,. Son of Ivan Putski. 


1 +] | ae BROWN (5’10”, 225, 14, NL) 

Former Pacific Northwest star is now competing 
in the USWA ... Held the USWA tag team belts with 
Reggie B. Fine ... Last made the “PW 500” in 1992, when 
he was number 130 ,.. Very cocky. 


Droese’s picking up trash in Florida 
1 $1 DUKE DROESE (6’5”, 306, 9, 130) Hasn’t 

done much in the WWF of late, but is doing 
well on the independent circuit ... Currently feuding 
with Demon Hellstorm in the Sunshine Wrestling 
Federation ... Picked up some unexpected victories over 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley this year after Helmsley 


knocked him out and cut his hair ... Most successful for- 
mer number 500. 
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The Patriot's a mainstay in Japan 


1 82. ENOS (6°4”, 252, 8, 283) 

Former AWA World tag team cham- 
pion is currently competing in WCW ... One- 
half of Rough ‘n’ Ready with Dick Slater ... 
Has experience in the WWF and in Japan ... 
Also teamed with Wayne Bloom as The 
Destruction Crew and The Beverly Brothers ... 
He and Bloom were voted PWI Rookies of the 
Year in 1989. 


a main-event wrestler in Mexico ... 
Probably one of the most recognizable men in 
Mexican wrestling history, but he is not well- 
i known outside of his native country ... Has 
been involved in some wild feuds with some of 
Mexico’s all-time greats. 


1 8 PAT TANAKA (5710”, 226, 11, 

191) Has competed in WCW on sev- 
eral different occasions, most successfully as a 
member of The Orient Express ... Held AWA 
World tag team belts with Paul Diamond (as 
Badd Company) ... Great quickness ... Uses 
his martial arts skills well in the ring. 


1 1 SNUKA(6’, 250, 27, 149) 
This cagey veteran continues to use 
a devastating flying bodypress off the top turn- 
} buckle ... Will always be remembered for leap- 
ing off the top of a 15-foot steel cage during a 
match with Bob Backlund in 1982 ... 
Regularly competes in independents through- 
out North America. 


1 8 THE PATRIOT (6’4”, 251, 8, 68) Started out 

in Dallas-based Global Wrestling Federation ... 
Held the GWF TV and heavyweight title .... Entered All- 
Japan in 1992 and won the Asian tag titles with The Eagle 
... Teamed with Marcus Bagwell while in WCW, and 
together they won the WCW World tag team title. 


1 830s" (5°11”, 235, 24, 186) Still” 


1 8 CK SLATER (61”, 235, 27, 131) 

Currently teaming with Mike Enos in 
WCW ... Held the WCW World tag team title 
once with Bunkhouse Buck ... Upset with man- 
ager Col. Rob Parker's involvement with Sister 
Sherri ... Brawler inside and outside the ring ... 
This wily veteran still has a few years left in a 
Jong career. 


1 TITO SANTANA (6'1”, 245, 21, 51) 

Two-time former WWF Intercon- 
tinental champion is still quite active in the inde- 
pendent ranks .,. Competes throughout North 
America in many promotions ... List of regional 
titles held is too long to list ... Flying forearm 
smash hasn’t lost any of its effectiveness—it’s 
still a great finisher. 


1 1 ee FULTON (5°10", 220, 16, 
192) He and Fantastics partner Tommy 


Rogers reunited in WCW a year ago, but they 
have found more success in Japan ... Wrestles 
frequently in Southern independents ... Also 
teams with younger brother Jackie in U.S. inde- 
pendents ... Sharp-dressed man is still a superb 
high-flyer. 


1 i] BUNKHOUSE BUCK (6’5”, 239, 5, 

117) The current Tennessee Mountain 
Wrestling champion ... Held the WCW World 
tag team title with Dick Slater in “95 ... Has 
almost no technical skills, but he'll brawl with 
anyone ... Formerly a member of Col. Parker's 
Stud Stable ... Seems to be at home in 
Tennessee Mountain Wrestling. 


Buck's brawling in Tennessee 


Mr. Hughes comes in for a landing 


1 91 KAMA (6°6”, 340, 7, 65) Former member of 
Ted DiBiase’s Million-Dollar Corporation is now 
competing on the independent circuit ... Had a violent feud 
with The Undertaker in the WWF .,. Although he took The 
Undertaker’s urn, it still didn’t help him win .., Has a mar- 
tial arts background that he puts to good use in his matches. 


192°::" U NISHIMURA (6°2”, 225, 5, 251) 
Tokyo native came to the United States to gain 
experience in American style of wrestling ... While here, he 
wrestled in ECW, NWA, and several independents in 
Florida, Texas, and Michigan ... Once won the GWE junior 
heavyweight title ... Now competing in his native country 


again. 

1 g RAY ODYSSEY (5°10”, 225, 10, 282) Popular 
Star carries his surfboard to the ring ... Regularly 

competes in Pennsylvania Championship Wrestling and 

North East Wrestling ... Holds victories over Skip and 

“Tron” Mike Sharpe ... His dropkick off the top rope has fin- 

ished off many opponents. 


1 94 BILLY GUNN (6°3”, 256, 4, 141) He and 
brother Bart regained the WWF World tag team 
title from the Godwinns this spring ... Now managed by 
Sunny .., Turned rulebreaker when Sunny joined his camp 
.+ Excellent physique ... Look for The Smokin’ Gunns to 
continue to dominate a weak WWF tag team division, 


1 95... EVANS (6°1”, 239, 10, 182 ) Good 

technical wrestler .,. Master of the suplex .., One 
of the more underrated wrestlers in the United States... 
Former WWA heavyweight, junior heavyweight, and tag 
team champion .., Has wrestled as both a fan favorite and a 
tulebreaker ... Has teamed and feuded with Ray Odyssey ... 
Is rumored to be negotiating with former manager Eddie 
Reality. 


1 96)... BLOOM (6°4”, 266, 8, 317) Wrestles 
almost exclusively in Japan now, though he does 
come back to the States to compete in the Midwest from 
time to time .,. Has also wrestled under the name Beau 
Beverly .,. Former AWA tag team champion with 
partner Mike Enos ... Briefly competed in the WWF, 


1 97:: POWERS (5711”, 351, 10, 204) 

Former WWE competitor is now plying his 
trade in WCW ... Has also competed in Northeast 
independents ... Former Pennsylvania Championship 
Wrestling U.S, champ (he defeated Jeff Jarrett to win 
that title) ... A solid power wrestler who is willing to 
take to the air if necessary. 


1 93)... 2. (5°11”, 231, 5, 48) Former 

WWF competitor is now wrestling in his 
native Japan again .., Was bloodied and beaten by 
The Great Muta when he returned to the Orient ... 
While in WWE, he feuded with Bret Hart ... Still cov- 
ers body in temporary tattoos before his matches ... A 
martial arts master. 


1 99\" {1 (6” 430, 9, 170) All-Japan 

competitor is just as vicious as his name- 
sake ... Teams with Abdullah the Butcher ... 
Sporadically wrestles in Southern independents ... 
Uses a big splash to finish opponents. 


200; HUGHES (6’5”, 308, 8, 176) 
Former WWF competitor lets his actions 
speak for him ... Had a brief stint in ECW, but left the 
extreme world for the calmer rings of other East Coast 
independents ... Also competes in Las Vegas-based 
NWC.,.. Can move fast for a guy his size ... Former 
Kansas State football player ... Steve Williams helped 
get his career started, 


201 HEAVY METAL (5°7” 180, 8; 
174) A second-generation wrestler 
... Loves heavy metal music, as if the name 
didn’t already allude to that ... Part of a rule- 
breaking group in AAA that calls itself the 
“Sexy Boys”; it consists of him, Latin Lovera, 
and Winners .., Former tag team champion 
with Latin Lover ... Has also wrestled in 
Japan. 


202,00 (6’7”, 384, 12, 162) 
Former WWF World tag team 
champion with Earthquake ... Reportedly 
talked to ’Quake (a.k.a, John Tenta) about re- 
forming their team in WCW ... Is currently 


touring the North American independents ... A 
veteran competitor who knows how to use his 


girth to his advantage, 
20 THE KID'(6'2”, 212, 7, 29) Past 
year has been tough on this light 
heavyweight ... Sold out to Ted DiBiase in the 
WWE ... Lost several embarrassing “baby bot- 
tle” matches to Razor Ramon ... Sidelined with 
various injuries for several weeks at a time ... 
Former WWF World tag team champion with 
Marty Jannetty ... Native of Minneapolis 
began his pro career in his home state. 


204::; PANTHER (5’5”, 205, 18, 
173) One of the top stars from 
©) Mexico, Panther is now competing regularly in 

} Southwestern independents ... A master of 


several submission holds .,, Former Mexican 
middleweight champion. 


205:: RANTULA (675”, 310, 9, 155) 
Nicknamed “The Giant” .., Current 
American Commonwealth heavyweight champion ... 
Managed by The Black Widow ... Likes to brawl, but 
can wrestle on the mat, too ... Powerslam has proven to 


be an effective finishing move ... Recently returned from 
a successful tour of South Africa. 


Not much weight behind Kid's moves 
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Darling competes all over the Northeast 


206... Y HAMADA (5°4”, 195, 25, 234) Good 
wrestler nies his lack of size ... Has held several 
belts all over the world, including the WWA super light heavy- 
weight title in Mexico recently ... Also has extensive Japanese 
experience .,. This cagey veteran may get another chance to 
shine in Mexico now that Rey Misterio Jr. spends so much of 
his time in WCW. 


207; SCOTT D'AMORE (§'11”, 230, 5, 241) Four- 
time BCW Can-Am heavyweight champion ... 
Defends BCW title in Canada, Europe, and U.S. ... Extensive 
background in submission wrestling ... Frequently competes 
in WCW, and once beat “Diamond” Dallas Page ... Also 
wrestles as Scott Hunter, one-half of the hockey-playing tag 
team called Gross Misconduct. 


208:: E DARLING (6’, 225, 4, 205) Likes to wres- 
tle in as many Northeast independents as he can ... 
Former ECWA singles and tag team champion ... Has had 
some memorable matches against Kid Flash, Cheetah Master, 


PG-13, Inferno Kid, and others ... Has wrestled extensively in 
the NWA, PCW, and CWA. 


209: RY FUNK JR. (6°2”, 250, 32, 213) One of 
the best all-around wrestlers of the last half-century 
is still a force in Japan ... Former NWA World champion ... 


Wrestles regularly in the Orient, where he is treated like a leg- 
end ... Only occasionally wrestles in the U.S. 


21 0 }.T, SMITH (6’, 235, 6, NL) An African- 

American who thinks he’s Italian ... This paisan is 
teaming with Little Guido in the ECW; together, they are The 
Full-Blooded Italians ... Ranked 231st in the 1994 “PW 500” 
... Has wrestled Hack Myers on many occasions ... A former 
Tri-State champion. 


21 1 D-LO BROWN (671”, 288, 3, NL) Former 

Smoky Mountain Wrestling star was once a securi- 
ty guard for The Gangstas ... Went solo after departing SMW 
.. Top independent star in Midwest ... Entered BCW and 
immediately became top contender to Scott D’Amore’s Can- 


Am heavyweight title ... Pushed D’Amore to the limit several 
times, but was unable to win the title ... Currently touring 
Puerto Rico. 
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91 LIZMARK (5°6", 190, 21, 
183) Still competing in 
Mexico's EMLL after all these years .,. 
This experienced veteran is deceptively 
quick for his age ... Once held the 
Mexican light heavyweight title. 


21 baa (6'1”, 260, 5, 144) He 

and fellow Man on a Mission 
Mabel left the WWE for the USWA ... 
Now demands to be called Sir Mo ... 
Spent some time as Mabel’s second 
while recuperating from injuries ... 
Former WWF World tag team champion 
needs to work on improving his mobility. 


71 4 GIL (5'11”, 230, 11, 
171) Ted DiBiase’s former 
lackey has made quite a name for himself 
in various independent promotions 
across the United States ... Some oppo- 
nents still make the mistake of underesti- 
mating his skills ... Has done surprising- 
ly well in the last year in matches with 

Sabu in Las Vegas-based NWC. 
IAN STALLION 


21 ees *3”, 260, 13, 213) Still 


feuding with George South in the PWF 
... Former PWF heavyweight, Eastern 
States, and tag team champion ... Holds 
world record for spaghetti-eating ... Now 
regrets training Madd Maxxine for a career in the PWF; no 
man has been able to pin her. 
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21 as BEDLAM (5°10”, 270, 11, 81) Tough 
brawler is still bruising his way around Midwest 
independents ... Now managed by “Handsome” Johnny 
Bradford ... Has had some fierce matches against Al Snow, 
Cactus Jack, and Dan Severn over the years ... Was Jim 
Comette’s bodyguard in Smoky Mountain Wrestling. 


21 7 ANCES WITH DUDLEY (5’10”, 240, 4, NL) 
The sometimes-unintelligible member of the 
Dudley clan ... Much better in the ring than behind a micro- 


phone ... Supposedly the son of Daddy Dudley and a Sioux 
Indian. 


71 8. STEAMBOAT (6'1”, 243, 10, 158) Current 

Century Wrestling Alliance TV champion, he 
defeated Knuckles Nelson for that belt ... Former CWA 
heavyweight champion ... Younger brother of Rick 
Steamboat, Vic’s great scientific wrestling style is similar to 
= brother’s ... Like Rick, he has an excellent flying body- 


1 9: AMALA (6°7”, 345, 22, 123) Left WCW and 
the Dungeon of Doom for violent Japanese rings .. 
“Ugandan Giant” has spent much of his career globetrotting in in 
search of someone new to maul ... Former USWA champ ... 
Has wrestled in all parts of the U.S., including in WCW and 
the WWF ... Has had more managers than one can count on 

his fingers. 


220: OULIE SPICOLLI (5°10”, 248, 7, 189) Left the 
WWE (where he wrestled as Rad Radford) for the 
glorified violence of ECW ... Maybe his rulebreaking style 


was just too rad for the WWF ... Extensive experience in 
Mexico’s AAA ... Once feuded with Fatu. 


Barbed wire and spaghetti make Italian Stallion happy 


Animal's back and inflicting ae 


221... )N BOOGER (6’, 404, 17, 164) This 
mountain of Pata flesh is making his way 
around the Midwest independents and Canada ... Currently a 
top contender to the IPW heavyweight belt ... Formerly dis- 
gusted fans in the WWF ... Frequently teams with Scott 
D’Amore ... Occasionally tours Europe. 


222.. {EET ASTER (6°1”, 226, 6, 460) 
Peeany ih in the middle of his fourth reign as 
ECWA champion ... Has been known to splash opponents 
from the top of steel cages ... Loved by the fans in the ECWA 
... Has had memorable matches with Skip, Lance Diamond, 
Ace Darling, and Devon Storm ... Also a former co-holder of 
the ECWA tag team title ... Frequently managed by Capt. Lou 
Albano. 


223:, UPER CALO (5710”, 195, 4, NL) Popular 
Mexican mee . Has a high-risk, high-flying 
Style that some say is borderline suicidal ... Should be a name 
to remember. 


224 ANIMAL (6°S”, 310, 14, NL) A Road Warrior 
until the end ... Has teamed with Hawk nearly all 
of his career... Returned from severe back injury in January ... 
Last ranked number 18 in 199] ... Rarely wrestles singles ... 
Has teamed with Hawk to win the NWA, WWF, and AWA 
tag team titles ... After a brief stint in WCW, he’s back in 
Japan. 


225, ONY ATLAS (6°2”, 247, 20, 230) Wrestles 
in Century Wrestling Alliance in New England 
and along Eastern seaboard ... Former Mr. U.S.A. ... Two- 
time former IWCCW champion ... Once held the WWF 
World tag team title with Rocky Johnson ... Size and 
strength are still his best assets. 


226... LE GOLDEN (5°10”, 220, 8, 232) 
Nephew of wrestling veteran Jimmy Golden ... 
Can overpower almost anyone in the promotions in which 
he wrestles ... One of the South’s top light heavyweights ... 
Sometimes teams with Stan Lee as The Beautiful Blonds. 


227. ‘NCE DIAMOND (6°2”, 230, 6, 467) This 
self-proclaimed “Superstar Of Wrestling” bills 
himself as the best technical wrestler in the ECWA ... An 
egotistical loudmouth, Diamond has backed up some of his 
boasts by capturing the ECWA title four times and the 
ECWA tag team title three times ... A master of many differ- 
ent suplexes ... Also competes in PCW ... Has had memo- 
rable matches against Bob Holly, Cheetah Master, Ace 
Darling, and Dave Keller. 


228. ADBANGER MOSH(6’, 243, 5, 201) 
Pie Smoky Mountain regular is now compet- 
ing in the Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation, as well as in 
several other Mid-South and Mid-Atlantic independents ... 
Slightly smaller than partner Headbanger Thrasher ... Has 
the ability to do well in both singles and team competition ... 
Can execute a terrific clothesline, but would rather use a for- 
eign object to beat his opponent. 
229 ORD ZOLTAN (5’9”, 230, 20, 267) 
Dangerous veteran hails from Bourbon Street in 
New Orleans ... Zoltan is a two-time former American 
Commonwealth light heavyweight champion and the current 
Steel City junior heavyweight champion ... Managed by 
Notorious Norm .., Has feuded with T.C. Reynolds, Johnny 
Graham, and Virgil over the past several years ... Always 
wears face paint in the ring. 


230i b. BULLY (6’2”, 303, 10, 207) 
Wrestled Dustin Rhodes in the infamous WCW 
Uncensored 95 match in the back of a flatbed truck ... Was a 
member of Col. Parker’s Stud Stable ... Now wrestling in 


Midwest independents ... Everyone hopes he has wrestled his 
last match in the back of truck. 


231 GLEN OSBOURNE (6'2”, 265, 7, 228) Known as 
the “Mosh Master,” as well as “The Bad Man From 
The Badlands” ... Wrestles for East Coast independents ... 
Came close to beating American Commonwealth champion T. 
Rantula on several occasions ... One-half of The Natural Born 


Killers tag team with Rockin’ Rebel ... Good technical wrestler, 
but also likes to brawl ... Knocks opponents down with hard-hit- 
ting clotheslines. 


232. AMU (6°4”, 260, 15, 198) Former WWF star 
briefly Sade to the WWF as one-half of 
Gangstas in Paradise (now The Samoan Gangsta Party) to 
harass former partner Fatu ... Now in ECW trying to take 


down The Gangstas ... Big, tough brawler. 

23 FRANK FINNEGAN (6’S”, 588, 3, 218) Two- 
time former WWA champion... Competes in both 

the WWA and ECWA ... Had a falling-out with manager 


Tricky Nicky and has once again become a fan favorite ... 
Holds several victories over King Kong Bundy ... Friendly. 


234. JIM McPHERSON (6’, 245, 9, 244) Current 
WWA heavyweight champion ... Defeated Chris 
Evans and Ed Atlas in a triangle match for the title ... Former 


three-time WWA junior heavyweight champion ... 
Occasionally competes in New Jersey-based NWA. 


y 2, ane THRASHER (6’2”, 245, 5, 
203) He and Headbanger partner Mosh have 
migrated from the now-defunct SMW to other Southern inde- 
pendents and the Maryland-based MEWE ... Not a strong 


scientific wrestler, but he'll brawl with anyone ... Dropkick 
from the top rope is his best move, 


Osbourne was born to maim 
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Payne is rocking in Austria 


23 KEN SHAMROCK (6’, 220, 7, 157) A competitive 
hootfighter and top competitor in the Japanese rings 
... Active in the Ultimate Fighting Championship ... Also inau- 


gural Pancrase champion. 

23 ICE TRAIN (@2”, 250, 3, NL) Young WCW com- 
petitor was a Soe of Fire and Ice with Scott 

Norton, but has since been attacked by his former partner .. 

Powerful wrestler, but lacks the experience that only comes with 

challenging top-level competition ... Once had a short and for- 

gettable feud with Ron Simmons in WCW. 


ICW heavyweight champ Marc Ash 


23 REGGIE B, FINE (6°3”, 235, 7, NL) Much- 

improved USWA competitor ... Taken under the 
wing of Men on a Mission earlier this year; they dubbed him 
“Sir Fine” ... Since the departure of his royal friends, he has 
been teaming with Brickhouse Brown; they briefly held the 


USWA tag team title. 

23 VANCE NEVADA (5'11”, 201, 3, 255) One of the 
most respected junior heavyweights in Canada ... 

Five-time unified Canadian junior heavyweight champion ... 

Also competes in AIWF and NAWF ... Usually finishes oppo- 

nents with a top rope bulldog. 
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240; AXX PAYNE (6’6”, 350, 9, 110) This former 
WWF and aw competitor is now plying his 
trade in the North American independents and Austria’s Catch 
Wrestling Association ... Frequently uses an armbar as a fin- 
isher ... Annoyed Bob Backlund in the WWF by playing his 
guitar very loud. 


241 DEMON HELLSTORM (5’11”, 241, 6, 325) The 
current Sunshine Wrestling Federation heavyweight 
champion, he has held that title for more than a year now ... Is 
feuding with Duke “The Dumpster” Droese ... Florida fans 
love him, even though he claims to be from the “bowels of 
hell” ... Managed by Abudein. 


7 fy seotoa YOUTH (5°11”, 230, 5, 276) Current 
PWF Eastern States champion 


is one of the PWF’s top fan favorites ... 
Turned down Madd Maxxine when she 
offered to manage him ... Colorful ring 


outfit is a hit with fans, 
24 TERRY AUSTIN (6’, 235, 5, 
57) Current PWF feud with 
Carolina Dreamer has no end in sight ... 
Teams often with Austin Steele ... Using 
more aerial moves now than he used to, 
but takes too many chances ... Slingshot 
suplex is his finisher of choice. 


244". SHWHACKER BUTCH 
(5°8”, 238, 31, 254) Teams with 
cousin Luke Williams ... Makes frequent 
appearances in the WWF ... He and Luke 
have beaten The New Rockers many times 
in 796 ... Is better off on the independent 
circuit ... Stronger than he looks ... He 
and Luke will probably be remembered by 
fans for their rulebreaking days in the 
NWA. 


245i: FALK (6°1”, 240, 13, 
L) Good all- ae wrestler in 
his own right, but most recently gained 
notoriety as a member of Jeff Jarrett’s 
posse in the USWA ... Wasn’t Jarrett’s 
only lackey—he had several others, like 
former referee Frank Morell ... Not only 
did he team with Jarrett, he also chauf- 
feured him around ... Has aligned himself 
with Tommy Rich now that Jarrett has left 
the USWA. 


24 JOHNNY GRAHAM (5710”, 220, 9, 271) 
‘opular American Commonwealth light heavy- 
weight champion is from Carlisle, Pennsylvania ... Wrestles 
for several East Coast independents ... Solid technical 
wrestler ... Uses a sunset flip off the top rope to finish off 
opponents ... Defeated Lord Zoltan on October 14, 1995, to 
regain the ACW light heavyweight title ... Recently starred in 
The Manhandler, a short film in which he played a wrestler. 


947 DOYLE (5'11”, 221, 26, 331) 1971 
NWA Rookie of the Year has won numerous 
regional titles ... Tag team expert formed successful tandems 
with Bruno Sammartino, Roddy Piper, Tom “Bodydonna 
Zip” Prichard, and Al “Leif Cassidy” Snow, among others ... 
Now trains aspiring young wrestlers with former partner Scott 
D’Amore at the BCW Training Center. 

MARC ASH (6’, 205, 7, 291) Spent entire year as 


24 CW heavyweight champion ... Feuded with most 
members of the Armstrong family over the last year ... 
Claims to have singlehandedly run Rikki Rhodes and Ricky 
Morton out of ICW ... Now feuding with “Wild Thing” 
Shane Wild. 


249°)" ADAMS (6’1”, 228, 18, 246) This 
Stratford, England, native has called Texas home 
since the 1980s ... Competes regularly in several Texas inde- 
pendents, including the Continental Wrestling Alliance ... 
Was a mainstay in the old World Class, where he teamed with 
Gino Hernandez in a violent feud with the Von Erichs ... 
Held both the World Class heavyweight and tag team titles 
several times ... Runs a wrestling school whose prized gradu- 
ate was Steve Austin. 


250 BUSHWHACKER LUKE (5710”, 235, 31, 258) 
Has been teaming with cousin Butch since he was 
a young Bushwhacker ... They make up the WWF's most 
unpredictable team ... Also wrestled in the old NWA as one 
of The Sheepherders ... These New Zealanders had some leg- 
endary barbed-wire matches with The Fantastics. 


Adams still has a stronghold on Texas wrestling 


South is a born-again brawler 


2 Ls 1 GEORGE SOUTH (6'2”, 235, 14, 316) Still feud- 

ing with PWF rival Italian Stallion ... Current PWF 
heavyweight champion has also held the PWF junior heavy- 
weight, Eastem States, and tag team titles ... Seems to do well 
in barbed-wire matches, and jokes that raising twin baby girls is 
tougher ... Flying neckbreaker is his finisher ... Very religious 
+++ Recently wrestled at WWF TV tapings. 


252 CARAS (6°3”, 230, 28, 328) Started career 
as a masked sete but lost his mask in 1990 to 
Rayo de Jalisco Jr. ... One of the most notorious rulebreakers in 
Mexican history ... Feuded with Mil Mascaras in the 1970s ... 
Both respected and feared for his accomplishments and reputa- 
tion ... Has two brothers who also wrestle. 


253 MARK SCHRADER (6'10”, 220, 3, NL) Former 
tulebreaker earned the nickname “The Shark” by 
being a pool hustler ... Used to bring his pool stick to the ring 
and use it as a weapon... Defeated Quinn Neal to become the 
first IPWA lightweight champion. 


25 ROBBY ROYCE (5’8”, 211, 5, 273) A co-holder 

of the River City Wrestling tag team title on four 
oecasions ... “Wildcat” has been giving all top contenders in 
RCW a mun for their money ... Generates a strong fan response 
... Finishing move is the frog splash ... Back together with 
long-time partner Vance Nevada. 


25 KNUCKLES NELSON (6'3”, 249, 5, NL) Top 
contender to Century Wrestling Alliance heavy- 
weight title ... Former member of The Cash Money Boys is 
now involved in a heated feud with them ... Reno, Nevada, 
native ... Former CWA TV champion. 


25 THE BLUE MEANIE (6°1”, 

50, 2, 434) One of the stranger 
characters in ECW ... Claims he’s here 
from Pepperland to take over the universe. 
Huh? ... Always hangs out with Stevie 
Richards, with whom he likes to mimic 
WWF and WCW wrestlers ... Needs to 
either stop eating so much ice cream or stop 
wearing half-shirts ... Is actually a pretty 
good wrestler ... How many 350-pounders 
can execute a moonsault? He can. 


257 LOU MARCONL(6°11”, 230, 
4, 286) “Beef Stew” has made 
good progress in the past year, and scored an 
upset win over the massive T. Rantula ... 
Has held Steel City and SWA tag team belts 
with Frank Stalletto .... Always looking for 
ways to expand his arsenal. 


' 25 8::;, ADHUNTER I (5711”, 
440, 4, 270) Rather large, sadis- 


tic wrestler who is frequently found in Japan 
and sometimes in ECW ... Has little regard 
for himself and less for opponents ... Not 
too strong in the scientific skills department, 
but he doesn’t need to be ... Just give him 
an appendage, and he’ll find a way to make 
you bleed from it. 


259: ABBUDAH SINGH (6’2”, 
’ 310, 4, 264) Sadistic adaean 


was discovered and trained by Larry Sharpe 
... Famous for his wild feud with Abdullah 
the Butcher several years ago ... Currently 
feuding with Tony DiVito in North East 
Wrestling, a promotion whose officials are 
considering suspending both Singh and 
manager Eddie Reality for their out-of-con- 
trol behavior ... Recently wrestled Ian 
Rotten. Not surprisingly, it was a brutal 
bloodbath. 


26 DUSTY WOLFE (8710”, 230, 9, 263) Briefly 

competed in the WWF as Dale Wolfe, and has 
since wrestled all over the world ... Frequently tours Africa, 
the Middle East, Puerto Rico, and India ... In his spare time, 
he competes in Texas independents and Deep South 
Wrestling. 


261 BOBBY BLAZE (6°1”, 222, 8, 109) Former 
Smoky Mountain heavyweight champ got 
doused when the promotion folded ... Is now toiling in the 
Mid-South independents, but hasn't found too much suc- 
cess ... Kentucky native idolized Terry Funk as a kid ... 
Very enthusiastic and very determined .,. Has the talent to 
go far. 


262 DEMOLITION AX (6’2”, 303, 9, 207) Former 
WWF World tag team champ is now competing 


in North American independents .., Considered a well- 
tounded wrestler ... Has a masters degree in education ... 
Uses his size and strength well. 


263 AUSTIN STEELE (6’, 235, 5, 265) Still claims 
to be the real “Nature Boy” ... Tags often with 
George South and Terry Austin in the PWF ... No PWF 
wrestler has been able to reverse or escape from his figure- 


four leglock ... Held PWF Eastern States title longer than 
anyone. 


26 TIMOTHY FLOWERS (6’, 243, NA, 227) A 

mainstay in West Coast Championship Wrestling 
... Competes mainly in Canada, but also tours Japan’s UWA 
on occasion ... Body is scarred from years of wrestling in 
bizarre, violent specialty matches. 


265." ROGERS (5’9”, 222, 16, 240) One- 
half of the most popular tag teams from the 
1980’s ... Reunited with Fantastics partner Bobby Fulton 
several times in Japan and some independent cards in the 
U.S. this year ... He and Fulton won the WCW U.S. tag 
team title twice and the UWF tag team title twice ... Had 
some violent, bloody barbed-wire matches with The 
Sheepherders (now The Bushwhackers) in the old UWF. 


The Blue Meanie isn’t too pretty, but he’s effective 
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26 HEADHUNTER Wf (5°11”, 390, 

4, 280) A slightly smaller version 
of his partner .., Amazingly agile for his size 
... _In case you’ve never seen him, just pie- 
ture a bloody Abdullah the Butcher moon- 
saulting toward you. Seary, isn't it? ... See 
Headhunter I. 


26 JEFF GAYLORD (6°3”, 280, 11, 

214) A frequent competitor in 
Southwestern independents ... Played profes- 
sional football for the Los Angeles Rams ... 
Former USWA Southern and tag team champi- 
on... Once had a tryout with WCW, 


26 FIREFIGHTER ADRIAN (5'9”, 

230, NA, 231) Philadelphia native 
has found a home in British Columbia area ... 
Held West Coast Championship Wrestling’s 
mid-heavyweight title ... Both strong and agile 
... Needs to add a few new moves to his reper- 
toire. 


26 DOINK THE CLOWN (5°10, 

235, NA, 118) Still active in inde- 
pendents, but he’s not as visible as he once 
was, which has some fans sighing with relief 
... This clown is for real, not like all his clones 


wreaking havoc seemingly everywhere ... Still 
loved by many young fans. 


27 YOSHI KWAN (671”, 222, 12, 

NL) Bizarre wrestler who com- 
petes in the USWA and Tennessee-area pro- 
motions ... Has long fingernails, which are 
useful for gouging opponents’ eyes .../Pavorite move is cut- 
ting open opponents’ heads with a large samurai sword ... 
Last listed in the 1991 “PW1 500,” 


27 ROCK STEVENS (6°4”, 275, 5, 279) 
“Punisher” has held the MCW title for three years 
running... Has defeated Scott D’Amore and Leif Cassidy, 
among others ... Once teamed with D-Lo Brown in an effort 
to beat The Smokin’ Gunns during their first WWF tag team 
title reign ... Has wrestled in many independents in the Great 
Lakes region. 
27 FRANK STALLETTO (6'2”, 237, 4, 348) 
“Handsome” Frank has become one of the most 
popular wrestlers in Steel City Wrestling ... Along with Lou 
Marconi, he held the Steel City tag team title until Stevie 
Richards and The Blue Meanie came along and beat them 
earlier this year... A good mat wrestler who likes to ride his 
opponents in order to wear them down ... Feuding with 
Brick Bronsky in both American Commonwealth and Int'l 
Pro Wrestling ... Bronsky convinced Stalletto to be his tag 
team partner, then ambushed him. 


27 STAN LEE (6°1”, 220, 7, 274) “Pretty Boy” isa 

native of Charlotte, North Carolina ... Loves to 
wear beautifully decorated robes ... Fans in the South don’t 
appreciate his ultraviolent ways ... Has held many regional 
singles titles. 


27 THE COLORADO KID (6°3”, 236, 3, 200) 
This youngster is the heavyweight champion of 
North American All-Star Wrestling (formerly Ozark 
Mountain Wrestling) ... Although the Nashville native is still 
in the early stages of his career, he has scored big wins over 
veterans Cactus Jack, Tommy Rich, and Buddy Landell. 


27 JUNKYARD DOG (6'3”, 305, 17, 219) This 

old dog still learns a new trick from time to time 
... Regularly competes in the National Wrestling Conference 
... Also competes in independents throughout the United 
States... Still thinks clearly after years of using head as pri- 
mary weapon .,. Ever-popular with the fans, 
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Headhunter Il in mid-air 


276 HORACE BOULDER (6°2”, 240, 6, 333) 
Competes regularly in Japan, where: he has 
held the FMW tag team title with Sabu ... Also moderate- 
ly successful in the Florida independents ... Hulk Hogan’s 
nephew, but he hasn’t said whether he agrees with some of 
the controversial things his uncle has done and said recent- 
ly ... Look for him to show up in WOW soon. 


27 ROCKIN’ RICO (&, 220, 4, 334) Former 

ACW U.S. champion has migrated north from 
the Florida independents to New Jersey ... Trained by 
Duane Gill and Axl Rotten ... Currently wrestling in the 
NWA, New Jack City Wrestling, and other area indepen- 
dents ... Born in New York, bu was mised in Puerto Rico 
... Veteran of the Gulf War. 


27 KING KALUHA (5°10”, 245, 12, 285) 
Veteran of East Coast independents is original- 
ly from Hawaii ... Former Pacific champion is all busi- 
ness inside the ting ... Not afraid to bend or break the 
ules ... Has feuded with Johnny Gunn for several years. 


279... PINK ASSASSIN (6’, 232, 12, NL) 
This eccentric wrestler is a top contender to the 
Century Wrestling Alliance lightweight title .., From Fire 


Island, New York ... With a name like that, has to work 
twice as hard to be taken seriously. 


280 BOB ARMSTRONG (5711”, 227, 29, 272) 
Since Smoky Mountain Wrestling shut down, 
this former SMW commissioner has started competing 
more regularly in Mid-South indies ... Still likes to wrestle 
alongside his sons ... Unsuccessfully tried to take over the 
USWA earlier this year ... Who could forget his long feud 
with Jim Comette? 


Yoshi Kwan loves to inflict pain 


Vampire Warrior's soaring in the Sunshine State 


281 ASHLEY HUDSON (5'11", 205, 2, NL) Young 
USWA competitor has fared well in recent months 
..» Has yet to rise above the mid-card level, but has much 
promise ... Solid wrestler with good technical skills, but 
needs to gain experience. 


282: AMPIRE WARRIOR (6'3", 256, 8, 211) 
Creepy, fanged wrestler is now disturbing the 
peace of Sunshine Wrestling Federation ... Married to the 
even creepier Luna Vachon ,.. Also competes in several other 
independents along the Eastern seaboard of the U.S., and in 
Japan ... Left ECW after feuding with Tommy Dreamer over 
Luna, 


2833." RENEGADE (5'10", 256, 2, 245) Hulk 
Hogan once said he would lead “Hulkamania” into 
the 21st century, but that was definitely asking too much of 
him ... Made wise move by removing Ultimate Warrior-like 
face paint ... Fading fast in WCW ... Definitely needs a Jot of 


improvement if he expects to stay in WCW. 
RAY GONZALES (6, 230, 6, 102) Top com- 


28 petitor in Puerto Rico’s WWC ... Can wrestle on 
the mat with the best athletes in that promotion, but would 
tather take a high-flying approach to matches .,. Former 
WWC tag team champion. 


285.0 JACKSON (6'2", 300, 12, 278) 
Popular native of Texarkana, Arkansas, is com- 
peting in Deep South independents ... Has held several 
tag team belts in Mid-South independent ... Also compet- 
ed in Puerto Rico for a while, 


286. KYLE (62", 292, 8, 223) Yet another 
former Smoky Mountain competitor that has had to 
look elsewhere in Tennessee to find competition ... Served as 
Jim Cornette’s bodyguard in SMW and feuded with Boo 


287 RILLER(6'1", 
280, 5, 302) Being 
traded from manager Floyd 
Broffman to the stable of Miss 
Naja Viper seems to have affect- 
ed him in a bad way ... Many 
believe he has lost the killer 
instinct that made him the 
longest-reigning NCW Quebec 
champion of all-time ... Was an 
NCW tag team champion this 
year with Phil Belanger, but they 
lost the belts to Wild Thing, 


| 288: LEY (6'2", 244, 

6, 181) Mainstay in 
Puerto Rico ... A member of 
Carlos Colon’s clique ... Helps 
him keep order in the brutal rings 
of the WWC ... Name means 
“the law,” and that is what he 


intends to enforce. 
28 SCOTTY McKEEVER 
(6'1", 220, 4, 266) A 
regular in many Mid-Atlantic 
independents .., Former ICW 
tag team and Mid-Atlantic cham- 
pion ... Also regularly appears in 
WCW, but hasn’t had much suc- 


cess there, 
29 JIMMY DEL RAY 
(5'11", 225, 7, 77) 
Has gone solo since former 
Heavenly Bodies partner Tom 
Prichard “zipped” back to the 
WWF ... “Gigolo” is a solid scientific wrestler who's not afraid 
to spill a few pints of blood ... Former tag team champ in 


SMW and USWA has wrestled extensively in Japan ... 
Almost fully recovered from a shoulder injury, and has 
wrestled in a few matches in Southern independents this 
summer .,. Great moonsault. 


291 ROD PRICE (6'2", 265, 7, 326) Competing in 
Southern independents, as well as in Texas ... 
Hada few matches in the WWF earlier this year ... Newly 
shayen head makes him resemble former tag team partner 
Steve Austin ,.. Former Global mainstay. 


292 MOONDOG SPIKE (6'2", 344, 7, 319) He 
and Moondog Spot have resurfaced once again 
in the USWA ,.. Won the USWA tag team title even 
though they have almost no scientific skills ... Lack of 
ability doesn’t mean he isn’t always ready for a good 
fight. 


2931" NEW TIGER MASK (5'10", 230, 6, 
298) Not the original, but hopes to someday be 
just as good .., Japanese wrestler who is extremely popu- 
lar in Mexico ... Always wears colorful masks and outfits 
in the ring ... May run into problems now that the original 
Tiger Mask is back. 


294 BARRY HOROWITZ (5'10", 227, 17, 288) 
Never really capitalized on his upset victories 
over Skip last year, though the WWF did give him his 
share of fame by putting his likeness on a T-shirt ... Was a 
winner before he entered the WWF, though, as he twice 
won the Global Wrestling Federation light heavyweight 
title in 1992 .., Still capable of pulling off upsets, 
29 D-VON DUDLEY (6'1", 260, 2, NL) The latest 
in a long list of Dudleys that have wandered 
into ECW ... Doesn’t much like Dudley patriarch “Big” 
Dick and has vowed to take over leadership of the family 


... Feels it is his Dudley duty to make a man out of Bubba 
Ray. 


es = 


Bradley .., Is faring reasonably well on his own, but could . a 
“The Gigolo” is flying solo 


use some guidance. 
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29 STEVE LOMBARDI (6', 233, 11, 239) 
Veteran competitor of the WWF has never 
risen above mid-card status ... Despite his lack of suc- 
cess in the WWF, the “Brooklyn Brawler” is quite popu- 
lar with fans on the independent circuit ... He has been 
defeated by some of the best in wrestling ... Was man- 
aged at one time (briefly) by Bobby “The Brain” Heenan. 
29 MIKE SAMPLES (6'2", 252, 5, 225) Currently 
competing in Circle City Wrestling ... 
Successful on the independent scene for years ... Very 
calculating wrestler ... Has also wrestled in the USWA, 
29 ICEMAN (6', 180, 2, 312) This NCW sensa- 
tion has quickly become one of NCW’s most 
popular wrestlers ... Many feel he'll be the next great 
wrestler to come out of Quebec ... Currently a co-holder 
of the NCW tag team title with mentor Frank Blues. 
29 911 (6'7", 310, 3, 250) Sabu’s former body- 
guard in ECW ... Likes to wrestle handicap 
matches against two or more opponents ... Choke-slam 
has finished off many opponents ... Recent matches 
against Bam Bam Bigelow in IPW have resulted in no- 


contests ... Believes his choke-slam is more devastating 
than The Giant’s and would love a chance to wrestle him. 


300° EVE McMICHAEL (6'2", 268, 1, NL) This 
retired Chicago Bear is taking a shot at 
wrestling in WCW ... “Mongo” was a surprise choice as 
the fourth Horseman ... Spent first nine months in WCW 
working as a broadcaster ... Turned against Carolina 
Panther Kevin Greene during a match against Ric Flair 
and Arn Anderson at The Great American Bash ... 
Competes almost exclusively in tag teams. 


301 BOB BACKLUND (6'1", 234, 23, 55) Two- 
time former WWF World champion ... Career 
seems to be coming to an end ... Lost his mind after los- 
ing a match to Bret Hart in 1994 and has been a rule- 
breaker ever since ... Had strongly considered running 


Circle City mainstay Mike Samples 
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The Hater whips Derrick Dukes into the ropes 


for President ... Occasionally wrestles in Windy City 
Wrestling ... He and The Iron Sheik now manage The 


Sultan in the WWF. 
302 EL MASCARADO 
(5'10", 228, 8, 277) 


Popular Mexican star is a 
native of Puerto Rico ... Has 
held the CWA light heavy- 
weight title ... Tries to emu- 
late his hero, Mil Mascaras, 
by wearing colorful masks 
and outfits to the ring. 


303 SILVER KING 
(5'11", 221, 11, 
301) Trained with Dr. Wag- 
ner and Angel Azteca ... 
Held the !WGP junior heavy- 
weight title three times ... 
Has wrestled throughout the 
world ... Lost his mask to El 
Hijo del Santo in 1987. 


30 que HATER (6'4", 
265, 7, 216) Possi- 
bly the most despised 
wrestler in the Twin Cities 
area ... Has a fitting name ... 
A foulmouthed rulebreaker 
... Formerly known as The 
Punisher ... Has feuded with 
Tommy Ferrara, among oth- 
ers, over the last few years, 
VAMPIRO CANA- 


30 DIENSE (6'3", 


235, 7, 294) “Canadian 
Heartthrob” wrestles mostly 
in Mexico, ECW, and Japan 
... Held the UAW heavy- 


weight title ... Not the greatest technical wrestler, but he 
finds ways to win a good percentage of his matches ... 
Lost only professional boxing match by second-round 
knockout. 


306.9 McDANIEL (5'11", 250, 35, 269) 
This ageless Native American is a veteran of 
dozens of organizations ... Still active in the Mid- 
Atlantic independents ... Has announced retirement 


many times, but just can’t seem to walk away from the 
ting ... Former NWA U.S. champion and pro football 


player ... An avid fisherman. 

30 MOONDOG SPOT (6'2", 289, 20, 299) The 
other half of the Moondog team in USWA 

... He and Spike came from nowhere to win the USWA 

tag team belts ... Has been around for many years, but 

hasn’t learned many skills other than hitting people 


with his dog bone. 

30 FRANK BLUES (6', 170, 10, 336) Currently 
holds the NCW tag team championship with 

Iceman ... Together, they’re known as Wild Thing ... 

Head injuries slowed him down last year, but he has 

made a nice recovery ... One of the most popular men 


in NCW. 

30 T.C. REYNOLDS (5'11", 225, 10, NL) 
“American Patriot” recently returned to Steel 

City Wrestling after a lengthy absence ... Immediately 

resumed feud with Lord Zoltan ... Has held several 

belts, including USWL heavyweight title. 


31 | DICK DUDLEY (6'3", 285, 3, NL) 

The leader of the Dudley clan in ECW ... 
Has returned to action after suffering a serious knee 
injury ... Is helping the other Dudleys in their feud 
with half-brother D-Von ... Quite intimidating ... 
Oldest Dudley brother (we think) has become sort of a 
dysfunctional father figure to most of the rest of the 
clan. 


Cicero locks up the competition 


31 REX KING (S5'11", 240, 9, 309) Competes reg- 

ularly in Southern independents ... A tag team 
specialist, he found most of his success as the partner of 
Steve Doll ... Has held the USWA, PNW, and WWC tag 
team belts ... Good skills, but he needs to find another 


regular partner. 

31 BOB ORTON JR. (6'1", 245, 24, 137) The 
wild Texan is still competing on the indepen- 

dent circuit ... Briefly teamed with Don Muraco... 

Originator and master of the top-rope suplex ... A former 

WWF star ... Still has what it takes to beat a lot of 

wrestlers younger than him. 


31 Binnay CLCERO (6'1", 245, 5, 470) Former 

co-holder of SCW tag team title as member 
of the Rat Pack, Cicero is now focusing more on sin- 
gles and doing well ... Had a great series of matches 
with SCW champion Chris Stevenson ... Good techni- 
cal skills, but can also brawl! with the best in SCW ... 
Also wrestling in MEWF and IPWA ... Trained by 
Ivan Koloff. 


31 Aras THE LUMBERJACK (6', 250, 4, 

NL) Current Mid-Atlantic Wrestling cham- 
pion ... Combines rugged, brawling style with plenty 
of high-risk maneuvers ... Has also competed in other 
independents in North Carolina and surrounding 


States. 

31 PAUL ZINE (6', 260, 7, NL) Mainstay in 
Century Wrestling Alliance ... West 

Roxbury, Massachusetts, native ... Insists on being 

called “Prime Time” ,.. Is a top contender to the CWA 

heavyweight belt. 


31 6 HACK MYERS (6'2", 269, 5, 337) Mid-card 

ECW brawler has quite a fan following ... 
Ringside fans often mimic his “Shah,” the grunt made by 
Myers when he chops an opponent ... Besides ECW, he 
also wrestles in several other independents in and around 
Pennsylvania, 


31 JESSE BARR (6', 243, 

15, 293) Regularly com- 
petes in the Pacific Northwest inde- 
pendents ... Has also competed as 
Jimmy Jack Funk ... Bulldog head- 
lock is still effective ... Son of 
Sandy Barr. 


31 ge BELANGER (6', 

180, 10, 343) Still the 
most hated and experienced man in 
NCW ... Has been both NWC 
Quebec champ and tag team champ 
with Dream Killer in the last year 
... He and Dream Killer lost a hair- 
cut match to Iceman and Frank 
Blues at NCW’s ChallengeMania 
IV card ... Always has the beauti- 
ful Naja Viper in his corer. 


319 NORRIS 
(6'7", 290, 8, 307) Full- 
blooded Chippewa Indian is a regu- 
lar in Minnesota’s Pro Wrestling 
America and other Midwest inde- 
pendents ... Held the PWA tag 
team belts with Derrick Dukes ... 
Briefly competed in WCW, but 
never made much of an impact ... 
Good tomahawk chop. 


320 SUPER NOVA (5'11", 
227, 2, NL) Very popu- 

lar in North East Wrestling, but 
has drawn the ire of ECW fans by joining Raven’s 


camp ... Defeated Johnny Handsome to win the NEW 
light heavyweight title in March, but the title was held 


up after a rematch in May when Abbudah Singh inter- 
fered and tripped Nova, which led to him getting pinned 
... Above-average aerial wrestler ... Recently tried to 
attack Shane Douglas after Douglas’ match against 
Raven, but was soundly beaten by “The Franchise.” 


321 MASKED MANIAC (6'3", 300, 3, 352) One of 
most powerful men in the PWF ... Has acted 
on the TV show Learning The Ropes .., Technical skills 
are limited ... Has also worked as a stunt double ... 
Bearhug is still feared by many PWF wrestlers. 


aD PEeRcEOnS GEORGE Ut (5'10", 225, 5, 
151) Claims to be the grandson of the original 
Gorgeous George, but has never offered any proof ... 


Competes regularly in the Mid-Atlantic independents ... 
Has also wrestled in the USWA and SMW, 


323. KALMAN JR, (5'10", 297, 3, NL) 
Master of many submission holds ... Feuding 
with NWA champ Dan Severn in BCW ... Veteran of 
UFC VII and UFC X competitions ... Catch phrase is, 


“No one can run with the “Bigg Dawg.’” 
BOBBY CLANCY (5'5", 220, 5, 376) 


32 Diminutive BCW star recently made a success- 
ful comeback after being sidelined seven months with 
various injuries ... Added considerable bulk in an 
attempt to make a run at the BCW heavyweight title ... 
Better off in tag teams. 


325: AMES STONE (5'9", 201, 4, 416) Known as 
“Little Guido” in ECW ... Teams with Full- 
Blooded Italian partner J.T. Smith ... Started his amateur 
career in junior high school and was trained for the pro 


game by Mike Masters ... Frequently competed in 
Japan’s now-defunct UWEI. 


Super Nova soars in ECW 
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32 JUSTIN ST. JOHN (6'2", 237, 2, NL) Two- 
time North American All-Star Wrestling 
champion ... Defeated The Colorado Kid to regain title 
with assistance from referee Paul Adams, but Kid has 
since gotten the belt back from him ... Now managed by 
Paul Adams... Trained by Larry Sharpe... Arrogant rule- 
breaker claims to be the “sexiest man on the planet.” 
32 YAR (5'11", 230, 1, NL) One-half of the for- 
mer NWA US. tag team champions with fel- 
low Lost Boy Wolf ... Trained by Larry Sharpe at the 


Monster Factory ... Also competes in several other Mid- 
Atlantic independents ... Mean, with solid aerial skills ... 


Just don’t ask him for directions. 
32 RICK DEEZEL (6'2", 215, 7, 368) He and 
partner Brian Danzig are the current AIWF tag 
team champions; they have also held the All-Pro tag title 
.. Wrestles for several independents in Virginia, 
Tennessee, and the Carolinas ... Has a good clothesline 
... Is hated by most fans, but is loved by the Martinsville, 
Virginia, faithful because he hosts a wrestling talk show 
on a local station ... Is happy that Kevin Nash is now 
using his real name. 


329 RUSSIAN ASSASSIN {1 (6'2", 243, 9, 357) 
Still carries Soviet flag everywhere he goes ... 
Madd Maxxine is his manager, but he is occasionally 
advised by Paul Jones .,. “U.S.A.!” chant really upsets 
him .., Not afraid to use his trusty chain to help him get a 
victory. 


330 NIKOLAT VOLKOEF (6'7", 280, 27, 226) 
Left the WWF several years ago after working 
as Ted DiBiase’s lackey ... Now wrestles in several inde- 


Yar and Wolf are headed in the right direction in the NWA 
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Deezel uses any available weapon 


pendents throughout the U.S., including the [WA .,. Has 
slowed down a lot over the years, but he is still quite 


powerful. 
BENSON LEL 
| 331; '10", 200, NA, 


NL) Since breaking away 
from manager Notorious 
Norm, he has been feuding 
with Masahiro Panic ... 
Broke several fingers in 
baseball bat matches against 
Panic ... Well-rounded. 


332° MM BAMM 

{ OAI SON (6'S", 
365, 7, NL) Currently a co- 
holder of the Mid-Atlantic 
Wrestling tag team title with 
| “Ringbuster” David Rene- 
gade ... Wrestles in various 
North Carolina indepen- 
dents ... Has experience in 
Southern States Wrestling 
and Southern Championship 
Wrestling. 


333 JOHNNY 
LIGHTNING 
(5'11", 250, 6, NL) One-half 
) of tag team called Southern 
Comfort ... Strong mat 
skills, but also likes to use 
aerial moves ... Quick and 
agile ... Likes to use a 
savate kick as a finisher. 


33 4, F (6', 210, 

1, NI) The other 
half of The Lost Boys, who 
are former NWA U.S. tag 
team champions ... Trained 
at the Tri-Star Wrestling 
Alliance training school ... 
Moonsault is his favorite 


finisher ,.. Has a real evil streak ... Doesn’t take much to 
get him angry. 


335, IM HORNGR (5'10", 235, 16, 311) This 
sinleiion ices, native has wrestled 
extensively in Japan ... Very quick ... Still occasionally 
appears in WCW ... Has held several singles and tag 


team belts in various Southern promotions ... Former 
SMW mainstay, 


336, DAVID RI i (6, 365, NA, NL) One- 
half of the Mid. Atlantic Wrestling tag team 
champions with Bamm Bamm Coalson ... Has wrestled 
in several promotions in the Carolinas ... Has an exten- 
sive martial arts background ... Was a bouncer and body- 
guard before turning to wrestling. 


337 | Ici US (6', 232, 33, 342) A true 
veteran BE Southern independent tings ... Not 
liked by fans anywhere .., Competes in a lot of brass 
knuckle bouts ... Brags that he knows every dirty trick in 
the book (we can’t even find the book!) 


338° \VE LER (5'9", 185, 1, NL) One of the 
most pbealits junior heavyweights on the East 
Coast ... Recently defeated Reckless Youth to win the 
PCW junior heavyweight title ... Very good mat wrestler 
.. Was attacked during a PCW card by Mr. Bob 
Backlund, who put Keller in his chicken wing ... 
Keller’s determination and will to win make up for his 
lack of size. 


339;;: NEW ONE MAN GANG (6'7", 430, 7, 
347) TWA’s eed aera . Uses mam- 
moth splashes to finish off opponents .. . Says his oppo- 


nents are nothing more than “greasy spots” on the mat 
when he gets done with them ... Claims to be 10 times 
more devastating than the original OMG ... Managed by 
Mad Jack. 


340 THUNDER MORGAN (6'2", 268, 5, 398) 
Bald brawler from Detroit has dominated the 
ASWA over the past year as heavyweight champion .... 
Managed by Ed Deadly ... Even though he is a rule- 
breaker, he has earned the fans’ respect. 


Spettinder is magically devious 


34 KEITH HART (5'6", 210, 10, 341) A native 

of Sevierville, Tennessee ... No relation to 
the Calgary Hart family ... Competes for several 
Southern independents and has held numerous titles ... 
Uses his martial arts skills well. 


342 BRUISER MASTINO (6'1", 401, 4, 235) 
This big, hulking man is making his way 
through the Eastern independents ... Formerly known 
as Mantaur in the WWF, he was Jim Cornette’s “half- 
man, half-beast” ... Left the WWE for ECW, but didn’t 
last long there ... A pure brawler, 


343 TONY RUMBLE (6'4", 250, 11, 386) 
Century Wrestling Alliance mainstay .. 
Involved in a violent feud with former partner Tony 
Atlas ... Former CWA New England champion ... Has 
wrestled throughout the East Coast independents ... 
Known as the “Boston Bad Boy” for good reason; he 
almost never wins a match cleanly, 


344 BLACK BEAR (6'1", 302, 6, 385) Former 
NCW Quebec heavyweight champion .. 

Relinquished the title after other personal commitments 
forced him to leave NCW ... Respected by almost 
everyone in NCW ... One of three wrestlers to have 


held all three original championships in that promo- 
tion. 


345 KID COLLINS (6', 221, 11, 369) Wily veter- 
an has held the ASWA lightweight belt for 
more than three years ... Managed by Ed Deadly ... 


Uses his experience to outwit younger foes ... One of 
his hobbies is collecting poisonous fish. 


346 SPELLBINDER (6'4", 
273, 4, 179) Has returned 
to the USWA to continue making 
his magic ... Wrestled briefly in the 
WWF two years ago, but didn’t 
beat anyone of significance .,. Very 
deceitful ... Was once a close ally 
of Sid Vicious in the USWA. 


347: OTTY SUMMERS 
(6'1", 252, 6, 340) “Hot 
Body” is a pupil of Charlie Fulton 
... Has wrestled in WCW and 
ECW ... Co-holder of the MCW 
tag team title for almost two years 
-- Is slowly recovering from rib 
and neck injuries suffered at the 
hands of Johnny Paradise. 


348: ZEBAKIAH (5'11", 224, 
23, 220) nea to the 
WWF as the manager of Eli and 
Jacob Blu, but is now the manager 
of Justin Bradshaw ... Don’t 
underestimate Zeb; he is an 
accomplished veteran who has 
wrestled all over the world and 
has held many regional titles ... 
Carries a branding iron and uses it 
on Bradshaw’s beaten foes. 


349° DACIOUS (6'1", 
240, 5, 351) Waging 
war against manager Ed Deadly’s 
stable in the ASWA ... Especially 
| enjoys Wrestling ASWA champion 
' |) Thunder Morgan ... Also involved 
in a brutal feud with Lumberin’ 
Jack ... Very intelligent wrestler 
who knows how to contro] the 
pace of a match. 


350; EM THE GIANT (6'8", 298, 2, NL) 
NCW Rookie of the Year for 1995 ... Has 


improved a great deal in his second year ... Guided by 


crafty woman manager Naja Viper ... Won the vacant 
NCW Quebec championship in a tournament final by 
beating The Chameleon ... No NCW wrestler has been 
fined more often for hitting referees, ring announcers, 
and promoters. 


351 GUIDO FALCONE (6'4", 284, 8, 344) Top 
competitor in numerous Texas independents, 
including Continental Wrestling Alliance ... Often 
teams with Vito Mussolini ... Former Global Wrestling 


Federation tag team champ with Mussolini ... Capable 
all-around wrestler. 


352° NY & (6', 230, 2, NL) The 
sD abeioie One” claims to hail from both the 
“Heavens Above” and the Virgin Islands ... Current 
NPW champion is the crown jewel of Plumbtree 
Enterprises, the organization headed up by manager 
Mortimer Plumbtree ... Solid technical wrestler, 


353 rTM BI (6'2", 242, 4, NL) One-half of 
The Bhieood Dream Team, with Brian 
Bruise, in Alternative Championship Wrestling .. 
Dream Team now holds the ACW tag team champi- 
onship ... Competes in several other Mid-Atlantic 
independents ... Traded valet Brandi Wine and 
$10,000 for current manager Ripley Von Slam ... Has 
defeated both Jimmy Valiant and Buddy Landell in 
ACW. 


354 MAJOR DeBEERS (5'11", 280, 18, 356) The 
controversial South African continues to 
infuriate many Southern Championship Wrestling stars 
with his racist comments ... Former GAWF TV cham- 
pion ... Managed by the evil Count Grog ... Has feud- 
ed with “Iceman” Mike Murphy and Jimmy Valiant ... 
Often uses a heart punch as a finisher. 


355 CAROLINA DREAMER (6'4", 230, 2, 415) 
Former PWF heavyweight and tag team 
champion ... Still being trained by Italian Stallion, 
with whom he teams regularly ... Quick, but still 
makes a lot of mistakes ... Has a very good dropkick 


- Probably too young to be feuding with the wily 
George South. 


DeBeers and Grog are a devilish duo in SCW 
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35 DAVID JERICHO (5'11", 210, 2, 429) Began 

his career wrestling as The Crow ... Uses a lot 
of martial arts and aerial moves ... Wrestles in various 
Southern independents and backs down from no one ... 


Occasionally teams with Ricky Morton. 

35 MARK MEST (6'1", 385, 5, 388) Former PCW 
heavyweight champion ... Member of a PCW 

rulebreaking clique known as Stud’s Stallions, a group led 

by manager Judd the Stud ... Turned against brother Troy 

at Judd’s urging, but recently lost the PCW belt to him ... 

Has had some spirited battles with Bam Bam Bigelow ... 


Finishing move is sidewalk slam. 

35 NIGHT RIDER (6'1", 270, 9, 464) Top con- 
tender to the Sunshine Wrestling Federation 

heavyweight belt ... Claims to be the “King Of The 

Battle Royal” ... Trained by Kenny Mack ... Cincinnati 


native. 

35 JIMMY DEO (6', 252, 9, 202) “Maniac” was 
one-half of the PCW tag team champions Assault 

and Battery until partner Maxx Crimson turned against him 

last year ... Defeated Crimson the same night they split up 

... Big, powerful wrestler is loved by fans ... Occasionally 

teams with Ray Odyssey ... Recently left PCW. 


Carnera is an awesome sight 


36 PRIMO CARNERA Iii (6'7", 303, 12, NL) 

“Ttalian Giant” is an awesome sight, but is a bit 
slow and not very agile ... Has used his overwhelming size 
and strength to defeat many opponents ... Has been taken 
to the limit in recent matches against King Kong Bundy. 
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36 JERRY GREY (6', 250, 15, 360) “Golden Boy” 

has competed all over the world, but now wres- 
tles almost exclusively in World Pro Wrestling, where he 
is the heavyweight champion ... Has held several regional 
titles throughout the United States ... Not too quick, but 


quite smart. 
36 GINO CARUSO (6'1", 235, 8, 364) Self-pro- 

claimed “Mr, Italy” is a former ECPW, UWL, 
and New England States champion ... Has wrestled 
mostly on the East Coast, but also from time to time in 
the Caribbean Islands ... Has teamed with David 
Sammartino as The Italian Connection ... Now feuding 
with Rick Martel and Metal 


Maniac. 
36 RECKLESS 
YOUTH (5'8", 
183, 1, NL) High-risk aeri- 
al attack consists of a wide 
assortment of dropkicks, 
bodypresses, planchas, and 
topes ... Add in Youth’s 
penchant for rulebreaking 
and you have one of the top 
young junior heavyweights 


around ... Wrestles mostly 
in Northeast independents. 
LIND- 


364." 

BERG (6'3", 
225, 4, NL) “Young Lion” 
has held the Slammers 
Wrestling Federation belt 
five times, most recently 
regaining it from “Beauti- 
ful” Bruce Beaudine ... 
Made his debut in 
Slammers in 1991 and has 
never left ... Native of 
Bakersfield, California ... 
Favorite hold is the figure- 
four leglock. 


365 FULTON (5'11", 225, 8, 472) 
Competing regularly in Mid-Atlantic indepen- 
dents and in Japan ... Often teams with older brother 
Bobby ... While not as “Fantastic” as his brother, Jackie 
is still a good wrestler in his own right. 


36 METAL MANIAC (6'2", 268, 5, 365) This rel- 

atively young veteran has competed throughout 
the U.S. ... Also has extensive experience in Japan and in 
Singapore ... Involved in a long-running feud with Jimmy 
Snuka ... Possesses underrated strength ... An accom- 


plished musician. 

36 MADD MAXXINE (5'9", 190, 2, 315) The only 
female wrestler to be ranked in this year’s “PWI 

500” ... Current PWF junior heavyweight champion ... 

Had a hard time finding men to wrestle this year ... 

Manages Russian Assassin II ... Wears face paint, which 

is probably a good thing. 


Reckless loves high-risk moves 


368 MAXX CRIMSON (6'2", 250, 3, 374) 
“Qutlaw” was a former PCW tag champ with 
Jimmy Deo ... A member of Judd the Stud’s rulebreaking 
clique in PCW ... Regularly uses bullrope and cowbell on 
opponents ... Feuding with Cremator ... Claims to have 


been banned from wrestling in 32 states. 
36 TONY DiVITO (S'11", 247, 10, NL) Popular 
veteran from Newburgh, New York, is current- 
ly competing in North East Wrestling ... Stuck ina wild 
feud with Abbudah Singh ... Had his hair cut by Singh, 
manager Eddie Reality, and Skip after one match ... Very 
resilient ... Basically a brawler, but he has surprised 
opponents with dropkicks, moonsaults, and a very effec- 
tive spinning savate kick. 


370 JOHNNY PARADISE (6'1", 275, 6, 350) 
Former co-holder of the MCW tag team title 
with Scotty “Hot Body” Summers ... Seriously injured 
Summers” neck after splitting with him ... Concentrating 
on singles competition now ... Once held the ICW 
Northern states title ... Once had his hands set on fire by 
Papa Shango. 


PE a Ras 


371 “TURBO” ERIC FREEDOM 
(9°11", 211, 6, 389) This high-flyer 
has a strong fan following ... Has wrestled The 
Road Warriors, Jake Roberts, Nailz, and 
Skinner in the WWF ... A former co-holder of 
the Wisconsin tag team title, 


37 MANNY FERNANDEZ (6, 245, 

17, 329) “Raging Bull” is still going 
Strong in Eastern and Southern independents ... 
Feuding with Wahoo McDaniel in Alternative 
Championship Wrestling ... Former NWA 
World tag champ with Dusty Rhodes and with 
Rick Rude, 


3738" APOLLO (5’11”, 256, 5, 
394) Current Border Cities 
Wrestling/Motor City Wrestling TV champion 
blends speed and power better than anyone else 
in those promotions ... Once-despised 
“Arrogant” Otis is slowly earning back the 
fans’ respect since he fired his manager, The 


Gypsy. 


ny PUNISHMENT 
(6’, 240, 2, NL) Rough and tough 
masked man breaks rules left and right and has 
little regard for warnings, fines, or possible sus- 
pensions ... Has feuded with Johnny Gunn all 
up and down the East Coast ... Has both feuded 
with and teamed with Axl Rotten ... Currently 
the Mid-Atlantic heavyweight champion. 


375i EXCELLENT (6°, 212, 4, 
NL) Former IWA, ACW, and South 
Atlantic tag team champion ... Feuding with 
Ricky Morton and Dale Porter ... Has extensive 


martial arts experience ... Finishing move is 
similar to Curt Hennig’s “Perfect-plex.” 


Se 


Pondo pummels a bloody lan Rotten 


3763. MEST (5'10”, 232, 5, 431) Recently 
defeated brother Mark for PCW heavyweight title 
and is still embroiled in a feud with him ... Solid mat wrestler 
has been working on moves off the top rope ... Finishing move 
is the bulldog. 


YW boom BRONSKY (6'1”, 245, 11, NL) Wrestling 
mostly in Northeast independents ... Previously had 
Successful stints in old Mid-Atlantic and Calgary Stampede ter- 
titories ... A member of the “Brat Pack” with partner Doug Flex 
and manager G.Q. Bronsky, who is his younger brother ... 
Appeared in a few action films ... Feuding with Frank Stalletto 
in the American Commonwealth and Int’! Pro Wrestling, 


378 DEATH ROW #3260 (6°3”, 280, 7, 485) Currently 
competes in Sunshine Wrestling Federation in 
Florida, where he is the top contender to the heavyweight title 
... Has wrestled in ECW ... Very intimidating ... When told, 
“Now serving number 3259,” should begin to worry, 


37 DON CARSON (5°10”, 300, 9, NL) The 

“Dangerous One” and partner Sebastian Kane make 
up The Tennessee Violence Authority ... The pair has held 
AIWF tag team title twice ... Four-time co-holder of the AWF 
Georgia tag team title ... Has wrestled in Georgia, North 
Carolina, Virginia, and Tennessee ... Signature move is a spin- 
ning crucifix, 


38 DANLE BRITS (6°, 235, 13, 475) This former great 

amateur wrestler is now competing regularly in 
South Africa .., Has competed all over the world, including the 
WWC in Puerto Rico ... Has good speed, but questionable sta- 


Three-time former Slammers Wrestling Federation 
heavyweight champion ... Held the SWF tag team 
title twice with El Toro Bravo ... Favorite move is 
“Big Thunder” splash ... Native of Tujunga, 
California. 


382: IRON SHEIK (67, 289, 23, 
321) Former WWE World champion is 
back in the WWF managing The Sultan ... Held 
the WWF tag team title with Nikolai Volkoff ... 
Still competes from time to time in Japan and in 
IAW, where he is co-holder of the tag team title ... 
Feuding there with The Texas Hangmen ... 
Former Olympian from Tran. 


ts ee PONDO (6', 237, 8, NL) 


Current Pro Wrestling International TV 
champ ... Wrestles in Midwest and up and down 
the East Coast ... Brings trash can lid to ring and 
frequently uses it as a weapon ... Famous for wild, 
bloody matches (barbed-wire baseball bat, four 
comers of pain, taipei death) with Ian Rotten ... 
Also wrestles for the NWA and IWF, where he is 
managed by Lady Vendetta. 


384.00" SWINGER (5°10”, 228, 
3, NL) Cocky and brash, this young 
Border Cities Wrestling athlete has the talent to 
back up the attitude ... Impressed many with 
strong showing in WCW matches last year ... 
Lacks seasoning needed to beat established stars, 
but that should come in time. 


3385 KANARECK (6'2”, 268, 
5, 387) Calls himself “Macomb 
County’s Least Favorite Son”... Trained by Larry 
Zbyszko and “Iron” Mike Anthony... The Gypsy 
Army’s top dog for the past four years ... More 
often than not, he'll use his chain on his opponent 
at some point during a match, even if such a move 
gets him disqualified. 


mina. 
381 MOVIE STAR MIKE (5’10”, 250; 4, NL) 
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Jimmy's torturing opponents in the Mid-Atlantic indies 


38 JIMMY TORTURE (6°6”, 315, 2, 419) Com- 
peting mainly in Mid-Atlantic independents these 

days ... Previously wrestled in Florida independents .. take to 

team with Guido Falcone as The Cowboys From Hell .. 

the size and the raw ability to be very good, but needs a aN more 

experience, 


38 CHARLIE PARKER (6°3”, 268, 1, NL) This 
rulebreaker is hated by almost everyone in NAASW 
... Basically a brawler, although he does have some scientific 
skills ... Despite his ample stomach, he insists on calling himself 
“Pretty Boy” ... Frequent tag team partner of Justin St. John. 


388 HANDSOME (5’9”, 221, 5, NL) 
Former high school wrestling champion ... Uses a 
lot of high-impact suplexes, dropkicks, and bulldogs from the 
top rope ... Recently defeated Super Nova to win the North East 


Wrestling light heavyweight title ... Calls himself “Mr. 
Infatuation” ... Extremely arrogant. 


389; HAMELEON (6’, 171, 2, NL) Former manager- 
turned-wrestler ... Shocked everyone in NCW by 
renouncing his rulebreaking ways after being traded by manager 
Naja Viper to Floyd Broffman’s stable ... Three-time former 


NCW tag team champion ... In the middle of his third reign as 
Inter-city champion. 


300s THE MANIAC (6°3”, 239, 6, 380) 
Bellevue State hospital is certainly not one of the 
most common addresses for a wrestler, but Morgus the Maniac 
has called it home for quite some time now ... Continues to 
receive therapy, but has made little progress ... Enters the ring in 
a straightjacket and is accompanied by a doctor and nurse ... 
Has little understanding of the rules and little respect for refer- 


ees. 

391 JIMMY SHARPE (6°2”, 220, 7, 392) Seven-time 
former Tri-Star Wrestling heavyweight champion 

... Durable competitor ... Enjoys breaking the rules ... Favorite 

move is a legdrop off the top rope ... Gets furious when fans 

chant, “Opie!” a reference to a character on the old Andy 

Griffith Show. 
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3923". © (6’, 262, 7, NL) 
“Mr. Attitude” hails from 
Hell’s Kitchen, New York ... A member 
of Vinny Capelli’s “Cash Money Boys” 
in the Century Wrestling Alliance ... 
Feuding with former tag team partner 
Knuckles Nelson. 


393: INNIE BLONDO (5°10”, 
330, 4, 400) One-half of 
PCW tag team champions Double 
Delight ... Perennial loser who has 
turned his career around as a tag team 
wrestler ... Nicknamed “Sweetheart” by 
his adoring fans. 


39 JULIO SANCHEZ (6’, 

225, 3, NL) Newest member 
of Stud’s Stallions ... Very cocky, but 
he has shown improvement in the ring 
recently ... Interferes in many of the 
matches of the other members of Judd 
the Stud’s group ... Has wrestled in 
WCW a few times. 


39 LIGHTNING ROD (6°2”, 

242, 5, 406) Current Pro 
Wrestling International heavyweight 
champ ... Former ICW and WWA 
champ ... Wrestles throughout Midwest 

. Has a decent power bomb ... 
Feuding with Madman Pondo ... One of 
Dick the Bruiser’s last proteges ... Has 
wrestled for the WWF, NWA, and 
AWF. 


39 J.B. TRASK (67, 221, 11, NL) “Brentwood Bad 

Boy” is a former NPW heavyweight champion and 
charter member of Plumbtree Enterprises ... Managed by 
Mortimer Plumbtree ... Picked a fight with his own uncle, 
Kenny “Sodbuster” Jay, recently, and is now feuding with him. 


3972: £ STAKK (6°, 230, 6, NL) Current 
Cumberland Wrestling Council heavyweight 
champion ... Has a very bad temper ... CWC fans hate him 


with a passion ... Recently feuded with Mongolian Stomper 
over his heavyweight title. 


398: D.Z. GILLESPIE (6’, 402, 2, NL) 
Huge wrestler has very limited mobility, but he 
makes up for it with power ... Really is a chef ... Gets 
upset if he loses a cooking competition ... Skillfully uses 
cookie trays as weapons ... Finishing move is the “buns- 
eye” splash, which closely resembles Yokozuna’s banzai 
splash. 


399°)" FLASH (5’9”, 210, 4, 484) Flash’s 
look and daring aerial moves often remind fans 
of 1-2-3 Kid ... Popular light heavyweight competes 
throughout Pennsylvania, Maryland, and West Virginia .. 

Has trouble against bigger opponents ... Uses his speed to 


keep opponents off-balance ... Feuding with former tag 
team partner Quinn Nash. 


40 BRIAN DANZIG (6’, 217, 3, NL) He and Rick 
Deezel currently hold the AIWF tag team title 
.. A two-time former AIWF lightweight champ ... He and 
Deezel have also held the All-Pro Wrestling tag team title 
. Competes primarily in Tennessee, Virginia, and 
Carolinas .. . Favorite finishing move is a big foot to the 
face and a spinning wheel kick. 


Johnny thinks the name says it ll 


Syl Dancer’s had a good year in NCW 


40 QUINN NASH (5°7”, 225, 4, 412) 

Hagerstown, Maryland, native has taken on a 
new aggressive attitude and is feuding with former part- 
ner Adam Flash ... Is a top contender to several light 
heavyweight titles in the Mid-Atlantic area ... Has had 
trouble against larger opponents in the past, and that 
might explain his recent use of more aggressive tactics in 


the ring. 
40 T. REX (6°4”, 275, 3, NL) Former ICW 
champion and current PWA tag team champ 
- Wrestles mostly in Midwest independents ... Also 
competes in Pro Wrestling International, and AWR, and 
ICW ... Fan favorite wherever he goes. 


403%: x1E WOOGIE BROWN (6°1”, 346, 
6, 480) Considers himself the “people’ s 
champion” of the are . Has held every major title in 
that promotion ,., Currently ECWA tag team champion 
with Inferno Kid ... Happy go-lucky youngster is loved 
by fans of all ages ... Agile for a man of his size ... 
Finishes off opponents with his big splash. 


404°: AMOND DAN (5710, 228, 8, NL) 
Former Pro Wrestling International tag team 
champ with Quicksilver ... Has a very good sunset flip 

.. Scientific wrestler who can brawl if provoked ... Now 


feuding with Quicksilver ... Trained by “Mr. Electricity” 
Steve Regal ... Has wrestled at WCW TV tapings, 


AQH tome DE ORO (6°1”, 230, 3, NL) 
Two-time former Slammers Wrestling 
Federation heavyweight champ is now pursuing the tag 
team titles with partner El Toro Bravo ... Wrestles exclu- 


sively for SWF ... Signature moves are a moonsault and 
a “Frankensteiner.” 


406: GIANT WARRIOR (6°8“, 310, 3, 
NL) Trained by Charlie Fulton ... Has feuded 
with Justin St. John and Bill Dundee ... Had his biggest 


match ever when he wrestled and lost to Jerry "The 
King“ Lawler ... Has a dangerous swinging full nelson. 


407%: NIGHTBREED 
(5’9”, 235, 7, NL) This 
masked man claims to hail from “The 
Heart Of Darkness” ... Current Mid- 
Atlantic Coastal champion ... One- 
half of The Midnight Sons with 
Tengu ... Martial arts expert. 


408° JACK 
(6°4”, 301, 5, NL) 
Brawler from Oregon has found a 
home in Ohio-based ASWA ... 
Began feud with Bo Dacious and 
clobbered him with the handle of his 

x ... Finishes foes with “lumber 


drop” splash off the top rope. 
DARK STARR (6,235, 


40 11, 402) Has spent entire 


year as ICW Mid-Atlantic champion 
... Current holder of CCWA heavy- 
weight championship ... Has been 
defending both belts against Swede 
Stone and Gorgeous George III ... 
Founded the Dark Starr Educational 
Foundation ... Dedicated Boy Scout 
troopleader, 


41 03: DANCER (6'1”, 

236, 6, NL) Captured 
NCW tag team title twice in 1996 ... 
Former Inter-city champion ... Won 
and lost Inter-city title in triangle 
matches with The Rebel and Cha- 
meleon ... A smart wrestler capable of using many different 
moves to put away opponents, 


~~~ a 
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41 ROMEO CATINO (3’11”, 340, 1, NL) He and 

Vinnie Biondo, together known as Double Delight, 
are the PCW tag team champs ... He and Biondo have not 
lost a tag team match this year ... Former Chippendales 


dancer ... Dances his way to ring and dances over his oppo- 
nents ... Double Delight’s finishing move is the double 
splash. 


412: LIGHTNING (5’10”, 218, 4, 420) 
Currently one-half of the North America tag team 
champions with “Outlaw” ... Once managed by “Luscious” 
Johnny Valiant ... Has wrestled in Ohio, Michigan, Penn- 
sylvania, Canada, Kentucky, and West Virginia ... Tough 


Georgia native is a Cleveland All-Pro Wrestling mainstay. 


41 ERO CESILVER (6, 210, 13, NL) Former Pro 

Wrestling International tag team, WWA light- 
weight, [WF tag team, and MWA tag team champion ... Has 
a good superkick ... Now feuding with Diamond Dan ... Got 
his start in wrestling when he came out of the crowd and chal- 
lenged The Great Wojo. 


41 Aisck HAMMER (6’6”, 325, 5, 375) 

Competes in Pennsylvania and New Jersey inde- 
pendents, including the WWWA, where he has held the 
heavyweight and Intercontinental belts ... Wrestled in the 


USWA earlier in his career ... Always has manager 
Diamond Mike at his side ... Was trained at the Wild 


Samoans Training Center. 
41 BLACK KNIGHT (6°6”, 280, 6, 396) One of 

the most hated wrestlers in the AIWF ... Has 
held AIWF heavyweight title ... Wrestles chiefly in North 
Carolina and Virginia ... Recently returned to the AIWF 
after a short absence and says he will soon reclaim his 
heavyweight title ... Strictly a power wrestler. 


Jack Hammer nails Jim Neidhart 
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41 MAD MAX ANTHONY (6', 241, 9, NL) This 

wildman has a tendency to disappear often 
..- Abruptly retired after gaining clean pinfall win over 
Sabu ... Returned to Border Cities Wrestling shortly 
after ... Now feuding with D-Lo Brown ... Rank 263rd 


in 1993 “PWI 500.” 
41 MIKE LEGACY (5'11", 218, 2, 462) 
Suffered through sophomore slump after 
holding Border Cities Wrestling tag team title as a 
rookie ... Has toned down his reckless ways a bit ... 
Now uses less high-risk maneuvers and sticks more to 
the basics ... Trained by Scott D’Amore and “Irish” 
Mickey Doyle. 


41 SuoRace THE PSYCHOPATH (5'9", 230, 

5, NL) Currently wrestling in NPW ... 
Former inmate from St. Peter’s State Mental Hospital 
is a high-flyer and a risk-taker ... Has held the PWA 
tag team title with Tommy Ferrara ... Had a short stint 


in the USWA a few years ago. 

41 BRUISER BENNETT (6', 242, 7, 399) 
Current U.Siichampion in Texas-based 

Texas Outlaw Promotions ... Wrestles and manages in 

World Class Wrestling Federation as The Mercenary 

... Signature move is a heart punch known as the 

“Cardiac Arrest” .., Claims to be in demand by many 


U.S. promotions, 

42 JOHNNY WALKER (6'1", 220, 8, 410) The 
“Outlaw” is one-half on Pain and Agony 

with J.T. Lightning .., Has wrestled in Ohio, 

Michigan, Pennsylvania, Canada, Kentucky, and West 

Virginia independents ,,. Currently a co-holder of the 


Mad Max is back, but for how long? 
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Cleveland All-Pro Wrestling North American 


tag team title. 

42 MAD DOG O'MALLEY (6'4", 430, 
3, NL) Rulebreaker “from the dog 

pounds of Dublin, Ireland” ... Big man who 

uses his bulk to wear down opponents ... 

Surprisingly agile for his size ... Has an effec- 

tive powerslam ... Defeated Morgus the 


Maniac in several recent matches. 
4? CALAVERA CORTEZ (6', 207, 2, 
486) Uses street smarts to best 
advantage ... Loves to talk trash ... Has held 
Border Cities Wrestling tag team title with Los 
Rudos partner Ricco Rodriguez for more than a 
year ... Los Rudos are one of the hottest up- 
and-coming tag teams in the Midwest. 


423 SMOKY MOUNTAIN MASSACRE 
(6'5", 450, 4, NL) Has been compet- 
ing in Mid-South independents since the 
demise of Smoky Mountain Wrestling ... 
Rulebreaker vows to brutalize everyone who 
gets in his path ... Also wrestled in USWA, 
where he teamed with Tracey Smothers and 
Jesse James Armstrong. 


A424 THE REBEL (5'11", 224, 4, NL) 
Made an incredible transition from 
fan favorite to rulebreaker in NCW recently ... 
A favorite of many female fans .., Defeated 
Iceman for the Inter-city championship ... 
Revealed to have had a second identily in 
NCW when Crazy Eddie was unmasked and 
found to be him ... A 
three-time NCW 
Inter-city and tag team 


champion. 
42 CAN MAN 
(5'10", 231, 
4, NL) Comes to the 
ring with five-year- 
old Ms. Monica Mat- 
tinez .., One of the 
top fan fayorites in 
California indepen- 
dents ... Expects to 
receive shots at the 
AIWA heavyweight 
title soon .., Cannot 
speak, but is able to 
say, “can” and nod his head, 
42 BORIS DRAGOFF 
(6'2", 260, 3, 397) 
“Russian Hitman” is managed 
by Count Grog ... Former 
SCW heavyweight champion, 
current GAWF TV champion 
... Trained by Ivan Koloff, 
Boris possesses good techni- 
cal skills and an ability to 
brawl ... Continues to feud 
with Chris Stevenson in 


SCW. 
42 RON McCLARITY 
(6', 235, 7, NL) 
Excellent amateur wrestling 
background ... Was trained by 
Buddy Wayne... Very good 
mat wrestler... Memphis 
native is a fan favorite in 
North American All-Star 
Wrestling. 


Boris is still loyal to the USSR 


4? BOUNTY HUNTER (6'3", 310, 7, NL) 
Currently the CIW heavyweight champion .., 
Has held the CIW tag team title with “Diceman” Ronnie 
Vegas ... Former APW Midwest champion ... Has wres- 
tled in Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, Kentucky, and Mississippi 
... Is feuding with Bobo Brazil Jr, Cousin Bubba, and 
Andy Chain ... Managed by The Hanging Judge ... 

Finishes off victims with a running powerslam. 
RICCO RODRIGUEZ (5'9", 201, 2, 449) 


42 Skilled high-flyer ... Allows Los Rudos 
partner Calavera Cortez do his talking ... Too depen- 
dent on outside interference from his friends ... He and 
Cortez are the Border Cities tag team champions. 
PRINCE PETER MAIVIA (5'11", 215, 13, 


43 NL) This current holder of the AIWA tag 
team title has wrestled in Hawaii, Samoa, Arizona, 
Nevada, and California ... Teamed with the likes of 
Rocky Johnson, Jimmy Snuka, and Mando Johnson 
during the mid-1980s ... Occasionally teams with The 
Samoan Bulldog now ... One of the West Coast’s top 
independent wrestlers. 


The Gargoyle uses one of his less obscene moves 


43 DALLAS JAMES (6'4", 253, 15, 407) Former 
Pro Wrestling International heavyweight 
champ and tag team champ with brother Austin ... 
Wrestles exclusively in the Midwest ... Crazy Texan ... 

Also wrestles for MWA, AWF, and IWA. 
THE GARGOYLE (6'1", 210, 1, 453) Now 


43 uses the name Zu ... Truly the most disgusting 

man in wrestling ... Likes to sniff, lick, and gnaw at 

opponents’ bare feet ... Eats his own earwax ... Renders 

Opponents unconscious with “Gargoyle Clutch.” 

43 J.B. JAMMER (5'10", 250, 6, NL) His 
unorthodox style keeps opponents guessing ... 


Strong scientific skills ... Currently one-half of the team 
Southern Comfort with Johnny Lightning ... Finisher is 


the ball-and-chain suplex. 

43 JIMMIE LEE (6', 212, 7, 437) Shaved the head 
of arch-rival Kid Collins after the biggest win 

of his career ... Now targeting Collins’ ASWA light- 


weight title ... Also a professional artist. 
43 CREMATOR (6'4", 285, NA, NL) Masked 
wrestler who recently turned fan favorite ... 
Demoralizes opponents by sitting up after getting victim- 
ized by some of their best moves ... Resembles Mike 
Myers character from Halloween movies .,. Master of 
the burial match, which is identical to a casket match ... 
Favorite moves are the choke-slam and the piledriver, 
43 CAT BURGLAR (5'10", 220, 2, 478) Wrestles 
while on furlough from the Maryland State 
Penitentiary .., Learned to fight while in prison ... Wears 
a mask and gloves to conceal his real identity ... 


Appropriately enough, was convicted on several counts 
of larceny and burglary ... Very competitive and very 


sneaky light heavyweight who has held several titles in 


Maryland. 
43 EL DIABLO (5'10", 
232, 7, NL) Former 
MWA Midwestern champ ... 
Masked wrestler has been known 
to throw fire during matches .,. 
Voted most hated wrestler in Pro 
Wrestling International ... Also 
competes in Mexico ... Has tagged 
with Madman Pondo in matches 
against lan Rotten and Bull Pain. 
43 TONY PRICHARD (6', 
240, 8, 383) Seven- 
time former All-State heavy- 
weight champion ... One of the 
nicer guys in wrestling ... Wres- 
tles for several Southern indepen- 
dents .., Always gives his all in 
the ring. 


43900 MONKEY 
(5'9", 178, 1, NL) This 
Steel City rookie wears a monkey 
mask complete with fur ... Can 
only be controlled with very loud 
rap music ... Brought into the 
promotion by Benson Lee to com- 
bat the interference of Notorious 
Norm ... Tries to emulate his 


hero, Rey Misterio Jr. 
SHERIFF STEELE 


44 (6'3", 260, 10, NL) This 


wild Jawman is now in Steel City 


Wrestling ... Maced Johnny Gunn before an SCW title 
defense ... One of the most hated men in the promotion, 


and he claims to also be the toughest. 

44 CUEBALL CARMICHAEL (6'2", 248, 
13, NL) Former IPWA champion ... 

Wrestles in Mid-Atlantic area ... Has battled back 

from several serious injuries ... Currently feuding 

with Axl Rotten ... Finishes off opponents with a 


swinging neckbreaker. 
44 BULLMAN DOWNS (6'4", 358, 12, NL) 
Wears horns on his head and a ring in his 
nose when he wrestles ... Current WCWF Texas 
champion ... Managed (controlled) by Tigress 
Lourdes ... Feuding with Mad Dog over an incident 
in which dog attempted to “mark his territory” on 
Tigress’ clothes! ... Virtually impervious to pain. 
44 BIG DADDY ADAMS (5'9", 220, 2, NL) 
Chicago street punk with a big vocabulary 
and an even bigger mean streak ... Former Renegade 


Wrestling Alliance heavyweight champ ... Feuding 
with “Wildcat” Jamie Jackson in several Michigan 


independents. 

44 NOTORIOUS NORM (5'10", 197, 3, 
NL) Not only is this guy a wrestler, he’s 

also a manager in Ohio and Pennsylvania indepen- 

dents .., Is fast realizing that he’s better at ringside 

than he is in the ring .., Has no technical skills ... 

His career in this sport may end sooner than expected 


if he doesn’t stick to managing, 
44 BRUCE BEAUDINE (5'11", 200, 2, NL) 

“Beautiful One” is a former Slammers 
Wrestling Federation champion ... Claims to weigh 
in at “200 pristine pounds” ... Best “moves” are 
using steel chairs and trash cans to bash opponents, 
but he does have some scientific skills. 


Prichard is a veteran of the Southern indies 
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446 THOMAS RODMAN(S'11", 180, NA; NL) 
“The Material Boy” was trained by Glen 
Osbourne ... Has wrestled in several Mid-Atlantic inde- 
pendents, including the NWA ... Has also wrestled as 
Sheik Abdul-Jihad ... No relation to Chicago Bulls 
superstar Dennis Rodman. 


447 ALEXANDER THE MAGNIFICENT (6'1"; 
222, 2, NL) A young, brash wrestler who is 
making a name for himself in NCW .... Was actually 
using controversial Goldust-like tactics before Goldust 
existed ... Held NCW tag team title with The Ninja ... 
Is challenging Golem for the NCW Quebec champi- 
onship. 


448 ROM MeBRIDE (6, 310, 11, 463) Ended feud 
with Mare Ash to become his partner in a 
feud with the Armstrong family ... Now known as 
“Crybaby” ... Had a wild match with Cactus Jack in 
February ... Plans to invade the North Carolina 
wrestling scene soon. 


4 49' HE GENEMAL (5'8", 220, 6, 414) One-half 

of the Southern Wrestling Alliance tag team 
champions with Lucifer Kane ... Held the SWA heavy- 
weight belt seven times ... Wily brawler uses the belly- 
to-belly suplex to finish off opponents ... Has embraced 
the fans and is hoping they forget his rulebreaking days. 


450 MAJOR HAVOC (6', 295, 3, 488) Held the 
AIWF U.S. and heavyweight titles ... Also held 
the AIWF tag team belts with The Superstar ... His power 


bomb is the best in that federation ... Has wrestled in 
North Carolina, Virginia, and Tennessee independents. 


451 RICK JUSTICE (6'1", 202, 6, NL) Has a very 
violent temper ... Holds one-half of the TWA 
tag team title with partner Chuck Colt ... Very popular 
competitor on the Southern independent circuit ... A 
real risk-taket with no regard for the well-being of his 
body ... Naturally powerful .., Great attitude, very 
determined. 
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Woody reaches across for a cold one 


452.. OWROY" WOODY LEE (6'1", 260, 17; 
436) Eldest of the wrestling Lee brothers ... 
Claims to be the first wrestler 
ever to have his hair cut in the 
ting by Brutus Beefcake ... Is 
one-half of The Outlaws with 
brother Bobby ... They cur- 
rently hold the MCW tag team 
title. 


453). VE DAULTON 
(6'3", 238, 6, NL) 
Veteran of the Canadian inde- 
pendent circuit ... Uses the 
name Dave Clark when com- 
peting as one-half of the hock- 
ey-playing tag team Gross 
Misconduct with Scott Hunter 
... Possesses good aerial skills. 


454 CHRIS 
WINDHAM 

(6'3", 184, 3, NL) Former 
AIWF lightweight champion 
... His feud with Rick Deezel 
and Brian Danzig has become 
one of the most violent in 
AIWF history ... No relation 
to Barry Windham ... A 
member of The Ghost Riders 
with Jackie Anderson; the two 
of them are bitterly feuding 
with The Tennessee Violence 
Authority. 


455 J.B, DESTINY 
(5'10", 200, 7, NL) 
Has held both the Tri-State 
Wrestling and NIWA light- 
weight titles ... Wrestles 
mainly in the Mid-Atlantic 
independents ... Current Pro 


Flanagan Is flying high in USWA 


Wrestling Express tag team champion with Dean Visk. 


456 FLASH FLANAGAN (6'2", 225, 4, 335) 
Currently wrestling in the USWA and Circle 
City Wrestling ... Indianapolis, Indiana, native ... High- 
flyer by choice, but can also wrestle on the mat if need be 
... Toughest opponent has been Sabu. 


457 BRIMSTONE SHOCKER (5'11", 245, 8, NL) 
Currently the Hardcore Wrestling Alliance 
Southern champion ... Also HWA tag team champion 
with The Coroner ... Used to wear a mask ... Sometimes 
shocks his opponents (literally) with an electric cattle 
prod. 


458 SUPERKEY | (5'7", 191, 4, NL) Claims to 
have wrestled in the first-ever “Singapore can- 
ing” match in North America—he teamed with Rock 
Stevens and Coach Kurt against The Gypsy Army ... 
Briefly held the MCW tag team title with SuperKey Il ... 
Has challenged “Punisher” Rock Stevens for the MCW 
heavyweight title ... Recently renewed his feud with 
Killer Kanareck. 


459°: HUTTON (6'1", 190, 3, NL) Holds 
ASW tag team title with his partner and broth- 
et Alex... Very quick ... Will execute his share of high- 
risk maneuvers ... Exciting light heavyweight who 
turned fan favorite a year ago. 


460 CANADIAN BAD BOY (5'10", 336, 3, NL) 
Wrestles in Cleveland All-Pro Wrestling, 
GWA, and various independents in the Great Lakes 
region and Canada ... Constantly expanding his reper- 
toire ... Signature move is the “Alberta Clipper” clothes- 
line off the top rope. 


461 JONES (6’, 230, 
2, NL) Top contender in sev- 
eral Southern independents 
«++ Delivers a powerful drop- 
kick ... A rulebreaker until a 
few months ago .., Trained 
by Tim Horner. 


462°: Ms @r, 246, 


10, 482) “Diceman,” a for- 
mer All-Pro Wrestling 
heavyweight champion, is 
now competing in a promo- 
tion called Bad Boys of 
Wrestling ... Feuding with 
J.R. Hogg and The Bounty 
Hunter over the BBW title 
.. Few other wrestlers are 
willing to trust him. 


46300 Gs: 


316, 6, 498) Two: -time for- 
mer AIWF heavyweight 
champion .,. He and fellow 
Tennessee Violence 
Authority member Don 
Carson have held the AIWF 
tag team belts twice ... 
Wrestles in the Carolinas, 
Virginia, and Tennessee ... 
Combination of an overhead 
press into a powerslam can 
be quite effective. 


464::: 28, rae a 


rent CWF heavyweight champion ... Wily veteran once held 
the NWA tag team title with Ron Bass ... Once had a memo- 
table feud with Jerry “The King” Lawler ... Despite age, he is 
still going strong, 


Don Bass is still going strong 


Eight-bal’sh hada racenordl of heart 


NAMITE D 5°11”, 181, 4, NL) Native of 
junga, California ... Claims his signature move 
is blowing mucus from his nose at the fans ... Two-time former 
Slammers heavyweight champion knows the SWF rules inside 


and out, because he is also a 
licensed referee. 


TAC | 
~—64665:: 11”, 212, 2 NL) 
Currently one-half of the WA 
tag team champions with Dale 
Porter ... Former IWA heavy- 
weight champion ... Cold and 
calculating, he shows no emotion 
while wrestling ... Has wrestled 
in Mexico and Canada. 


| 467. sutr ea ae 18) 


| This high- oe has competed 


worldwide in several different 
promotions ... Once won a 
junior heavyweight title in South 
Africa ... Makes up for lack of 


| strength with good quickness and 


agility. 


CRU R KLINE 
468: "2", 320, 1, NL) 


Former Canadian super heavy- 
weight champion in amateur 
freestyle wrestling ... Fought 


| former sumo grand champion 


Koji Kitao in a shootfight in 


| Japan ... Held CCW tag team 


title with D-Lo Brown; they used 
the name The Juggemauts. 


469: O (6’, 282, 5, 471) 
Trained with the Hart brothers i in Calgary ... 


“Man Of Steel” has put together a respectable career in 
Canada ... Three-time RCW tag team titleholder ... A tag 
team specialist who only occasionally wrestles singles. 


470 ROBERT ROMA (5’11”, 200, 3, 497) Three- 
time former AIWF U.S. champion ,.. Has wres- 
tled in North Carolina and Virginia independents ... Has a 


vast repertoire of moves .., Grew up in Long Island, New 
York. 


471: HOLLY WOOD (6°4”, 275, 5, NL) He and 
partner “O-Dog” are known as Havoc Ine. . 
Currently wrestling mostly in MEWF and other Mid- 
Atlantic independents ... Loves to use the dragon suplex as 
a finisher ... He and O-Dog made their ECW debuts this 
year and hope to wrestle The Gangstas someday. 


472: REG LAKE (5’8", 228, 22, NL) This 
22-year veteran has drilled more men in 
wrestling than Dr. Isaac Yankem, but he uses his fists, not 


dental equipment ... Has wrestled Bobo Brazil and Dick the 
Bruiser. 


4733 E OF POLYESTER (6'3”, 250, 2, NL) 
Held the ASWA tag team belts with Max Profit 
.. Managed by Ed Deadly ... Trying to perfect his 


“Discount Rack” submission hold ... Seems genuinely 
proud of his hideous 1970s wardrobe. 


474: E ANDERSON (5’8”, 192, 14, NL) 
ane AIWF and APW tag team titleholder .. 

Also a former AIWF lightweight champion ... Has lost two 
partners to injury in his feud with The Tennessee Violence 
Authority, but keeps coming back for more ... His current 


feud with Rick Deezel and Brian Danzig has spanned two 
federations ... Now teaming with Chris Windham, 


47 Ln SENNY JAY (5710, 235, 34, NL) “Sodbuster” 
is enjoying a career resurgence in NPW after 
spending most of his career on the losing side ... Currently 


involved in a feud with nephew J.B. Trask ... One of the top 
contenders to the NPW heavyweight title. 
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Ganz is a top MCW rookie 


ATG CONNECTION I 
(6°2", 240, 11, NL) The Original 
Cruel Connection II from the old NWA ... 
Traded PWF junior heavyweight title with 
Flaming Youth several times ... Turned his 
back on PWF fans for a while, but is now 
back in their good graces ... Very active in 
youth groups in North Carolina. 


47 KEVIN KIRBY (5’11”, 290, 7, 

500) A fan favorite again after a 
stint as a rulebreaker ... Competed in the 
CCW, NAWA, and SCW ... Trained by for- 
mer NWA wrestler Mike Somaini ... Has 
improved both his technical and his brawl- 
ing skills in the last year. 


ATB RON COLLINS (5710", 
175, 6, NL) Very popular and 
versatile competitor ... Excels in both tag 
team and singles competition ... Has had a 
long feud with Risk Taylor in Florida, 
where he has held several junior heavy- 
weight titles. 


ATO NG ose twa (5°11”, 172, 4, 
NL) Cocky TWA competitor .. 
Likes to finish opponents off with his super: 


kick ... Has held several singles and tag 
team titles ... Guided by manager Mad Jack. 


4803): LL GANZ (6°2*, 250, 2, 
NL) Protege of Hw champion 
Rock Stevens... Leading candidate for 
MCW Rookie of the Year in "96... Teamed 
with Tommy Starr to win the CWF tag team 
title from The Outlaws ... Has a bright 
future ahead of him. 
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43 JUMPIN’? JIMMY. (5’7", 

184, 6, NL) Two-time for- 
mer AIWE lightweight champion ... 
Has wrestled in North Carolina, 
Virginia, and Tennessee ... This high- 
flyer’s speed makes him tough to beat 
at times ... Currently in the middle of 
his second reign as AIWF U.S. champ 
... A member of “The Family” in the 
AIWF with Rick Deezel and Brian 
Danzig ... One of the AIWF’s most 
hated wrestlers. 


432); QUACKENBUSH (6’, 
202, 5, 418) This high- 
flyer’s skills are nothing to squawk at 
.. Pennsylvania native is currently 
wrestling in several Mid-Atlantic inde- 
pendents, including the WWWA ... His 
spinning “Quackensmash” is a good 
finisher. 


48 CHUCK COLT (6, 175, 2, 

NL) One-half of the new 
Midnight Riders with partner Rick 
Justice ... Has held both the TWA junior 
heavyweight and tag titles .,. Competes 
in many Southern independents ... Not 
afraid of any opponent, even if he’s twice 
his size. 


484"; PROFIT (5’9”, 215, 
4, NL) Feuding with former 
manager Ed Deadly’s stable in All-Star 
Wrestling Alliance ... Has an impressive 


“Max-plex” backflip in his repertoire ... 
Used to be a great shot putter. 
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Wonder what Allen's thinking now 


43 E.Z, RYDER (5’11”, 232, 6, NL) Has improved 

‘a lot over the last year ... Current Action 
Wrestling Alliance heavyweight champion . ... Competes reg- 
ularly in RCW ... Has feuded with Brian Jewel, “Bulldog” 
Bob Brown, and Steve Stryker ... Finishing hold is the 
Boston crab. 


43 J.D. HOGG (6'1”, 238, 5, NL) Member of a 

clique called i Scufflin’ Hillbillies ... Teams 
with his father, J.R., and cousin J.P. ... Defeated Rex 
Diamond for Bad Boys of Wrestling lightweight title, but 
ended up losing it to Top Rope Troy. 


48 ROBBY LEE (6°2”, 250, 9, NL) The youngest, 

tallest, and meanest Lee brother ... Has wrestled 
in Quebec independents and on the old World Class circuit ... 
Now almost fully recovered from reconstructive knee surgery 
... Since returning from that injury, he has won the Midwest 
Territorial, CWF, and Motor City tag team titles with brother 


Woody. 


48 SHANE WILD (5710”, 218, 4, NL) Up-and- 

comer is working hard to make a name for him- 
self in the Mid-Atlantic independents ... Enjoys showing off 
his martial arts skills ... Has been challenging Mare Ash for 
the ICW heavyweight title ... Very popular with female fans, 


4ggoyr. RICHARDS (671”, 292, 1, NL) 
Youngster steamrolls over opponents with over- 
powering strength .., Won BCW Rookie of the Year award 
last year in a landslide ... Sometimes a fan favorite, some- 
times a rulebreaker, but always dangerous, 


490 REB (6’, 270, 2, NL) Former AIWF 
heavyweight ate and tag team champion 

.. Has wrestled in North Carolina and Virginia ... Once 
again has the Support of the fans ... Rumor has it that he’s 
thinking about rejoining Dynamite Doug and reforming their 
tag team, Dixie Dynamite ... Currently feuding with Major 
Breakintidge, but has yet to use his belly-to-belly suplex on 
him, 


49 YOGI DONOVAN (6'4”, 264, 1, NL) One-half 

of Generation X with Spice Richards ... They 
have proven to be a formidable duo ... Favorite finishing 
move is the powerslam .,. Has beaten Chad Ripley, his arch- 
rival, several times, but has not yet held any title ... Expect 
big things from this massive newcomer. 


492: LR. HOGG (6°, 386, 30, NL) The original 
Scufflin’ Hillbilly ... Has wrestled in Mis- 
sissippi, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Florida .. 

“Wild” Hogg and fellow Hillbillies J.R. and J.D. Hogg are 
currently feuding with “Diceman” Ronnie Vegas and The 


Bounty Hunter, 


49 O-DOG (5'10", 160, 5, NL) The other half of 

Havoe Inc. ... He and partner Hollywood are 
currently top contenders to the MEWF tag team title ... Also 
competes in several other Mid-Atlantic independents ... 
Claims that Havoc Inc, is tougher than The Gangstas, but 
would have a tough time proving it, 


49 Ai MER (6'1”, 180, 5, NL) Four-time former 

Southern States tag team champ and former 
AIWF lightweight champion ... Has wrestled in North 
Carolina and Virginia ... Philosophy is to keep his sights set 
on winning titles and not to get bogged down in feuds ... Is 
rarely willing to trust any tag team partner ... Finisher is 
“tilt-a-whirl” piledriver. 


49 SUPERSLAYER (6", 242, 18, NL) After a 

long layoff, the veteran masked man returned 
to wrestling ... Resumed a feud in the Midwest with 
“Big” Tom Jesus and has had the upper hand in many of 
their matches ... Brawling has always been his forte. 


496°°: INCOGNITO (579”, 175, 1, NL) 
This mysterious masked man has yet to 
crack the River City Wrestling top 10 ... Almost won 
the RCW tag team title with Wildman Firpo, though 
... Eliminated by Vance Nevada during a RCW junior 
heavyweight title tournament ... Not very powerful, 
but he is quick and aggressive. 


49 DEATH DEALER (6’1”, 237, 3, NL) A 

mysterious high-flyer... Kendo stick- 
wielding masked man has a following, despite his 
rulebreaking ... Currently the MTW Great Lakes 


champion ... Doesn’t mind absorbing a lot of punish- 
ment. 


498°" E, ALLEN (5710”, 185, 8, 499) 
Still moving up the “500” ladder slowly ... 
Hasn’t wrestled enough to move up too high ... That’s 
because he has been busy producing his own CD, 
Thinking Aloud (yes, he really can sing!) ... Will his 
record have more success than Jeff Jarrett’s? If you 
hear it once on the radio, it will. 


49 JAKE STEELE (6’, 236, 4, NL) Calls 

himself “The Real Deal”... Beat Scott 
D’Amore for BCW Can-Am heavyweight title, then 
promptly lost it back 24 hours later ... Has potential, 
but has been too inconsistent so far. 


500° ABY HUEY (6’2”, 500, 1, NL) Wears 
diaper to ring ... Former PWF Eastern 
States and tag team champion with Italian Stallion ... 
Kids love the easy-going Huey ... Nobody has gotten 


up from his big splash ... Some in the PWF think he 
and Madd Maxxine would make a perfect couple. 


The only guy who weighs his ranking 


FAREWELL TO THE 


Brian Armstrong (NC) 
Johnny B, Badd (NC) 
Brutus Beefcake (NC) 
Matt Beltster (NR) 

Eli Blu (NC) 

Jacob Blu (NC) 

Boo Bradley (NC) 
Crazy Brooks (NR) 
Killer Brooks (NR) 
Brother Midnite (NR) 
Chris Carter (NR) 

Sean Casey (NR) 
Chainz (NR) 

Chance (NR) 

Chi Chi Cruz (NR) 
Chicken Neck (NR) 
Chuck the Kosher Killer (NR) 
Cousin Bubba (NR) 
Crash the Terminator (NC) 
King Kong Crusty (NR) 
Cuban Assassin (NR) 
Ron Cumberledge (NR) 
Deputy Dog (NR) 
Diesel (NC) 

Steven Dunn (NC) 

Leif Ericson (NR) 
Fantasio (NC) 

Freight Train Freddy (NRA) 
Jimmy Garvin (R) 

The Gladiator (NR) 
Tony Golden (NR) 
Johnny B. Goode (NR) 
Al Hardimon (NR) 
Justin Hawk (NC) 

Billy Jack Haynes (NR) 
Honky Tonk Man (NR) 
Mohammed Hussein (NR) 
The Intern (NC) 

Iron Fist (NC) 

Cactus Jack (NC) 
Jason the 13th (NR) 
Rocky Jones (NR) 

S.D. Jones (NR) 

Mike Justice (NR) 
Lucifer Kane (NR) 
Knight Rider (NR) 
Tyrone Knox (NR) 
Vladimir Koloff (NR) 
KuKu the Samoan (NR) 
Jimmy Lamb (NR) 
Buddy Landell (DL) 
Frankie Lee (NR) 
Johnny Lee (NC) 
Hurricane Lewis (NR) 
Liberty (NR) 

Man Mountain Rock (NC) 
Mantaur (NC) 

Dutch Mantel (NC) 
Bugsy McGraw (NR) 
Waylon Mercy (R) 


The list of active wrestlers is always 
changing. Since last year’s “PWI 500” 
came out, some wrestlers have migrated 
to different federations or changed their 
names. Others are now injured, inactive, 
retired, or deceased. Some have moved 
on to managing. Still others have been 
dropped from this year’s survey for 
other reasons. [Note: The proliferation 
of Doinks has forced us to disqualify all 
but the original version.) 

Keys are as follows: (D) deceased; 
(DL) disabled list; (1) inactive; (NR) not 
rated; (R) retired. 


Bret Michaels (NR) 
Brian Michaels (NR) 
Midnight Rocker (R) 
Moadib (NC) 
Mongolian Mauler (NR) 
Dick Murdoch (D) : 
Rich Myers (NR) 

Nailz (NR) 

The Nomad (NR) 

Paul Omdorff (DL) 

Bull Pain (NR) 

Iceman Parsons (NR) 
Brian Pillman (DL) 

Jim Pope (NR) 

T.J. Powers (NR) 

Tom Prichard (NC) 
Kevin Quinn (NR) 
Razor Ramon (NC) 
Butch Reed (NR) 
Dustin Rhodes (NC) 
Ray Roberts (NR) 
Lightning Rodz (NR) 
Bobby Rogers (NR) 
Brian Rollins (NC) 
Tony Roy (NR) 

Gary Royal (NR) 
Roger Sartain (NR) 
Joe Savoldi (NR) 

Irwin R. Schyster (NC) 
The Shadow (NR) 
Shark (NC) 

Spooky Kool Kid Kleene (NR) 
Star Ryder (NR) 
Michele Starr (NR) 
Jungle Jim Steele (NR) 
Tony Stetson (NR) 
Dave Sullivan (NR) 
Chaz Taylor (NR) 
Lawrence Taylor (R) 
Max Thrasher (NR) 
Tower of Doom (NR) 
Unibomb (NC) 

Luna Vachon (NR) 
Kevin Von Erich (NR) 
Baron Von Raschke (NR) 
War Dog (NR) 

Warlord (NR) 

Timothy Well (NC) 

Pez Whatley (NR) 
Tom Zenk (R) 
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ALPHABETICAL LISTING 


35 2COLD SCORPIO 
299 911 
92 ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
153 JOHNNY ACE 
285 ACTION JACKSON 
443 BIG DADDY ADAMS 
249 CHRIS ADAMS 
58 PERRO AGUAYO 
96 JUN AKIYAMA 
102 GARY ALBRIGHT 
447 ALEXANDER THE 
MAGNIFICENT 
498 DONN E. ALLEN 
27 ARN ANDERSON 
474 JACKIE ANDERSON 
224 ANIMAL 
416 MAD MAX ANTHONY 
72 TONY ANTHONY 
373 OTIS APOLLO 
280 BOB ARMSTRONG 
160 BRAD ARMSTRONG 
105 JESSE JAMES 
ARMSTRONG 
176 SCOTT ARMSTRONG 
166 STEVE ARMSTRONG 
248 MARC ASH 
225 TONY ATLAS 
22 STEVE AUSTIN 
243 TERRY AUSTIN 
500 BABY HUEY 
301 BOB BACKLUND 
124 MARCUS BAGWELL 
128 THE BARBARIAN 
317 JESSE BARR 
464 DON BASS 
439 BATTLE MONKEY 
445 BRUCE BEAUDINE 
216 BRUISER BEDLAM 
162 BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
$18 PHIL BELANGER 
419 BRUISER BENNETT 
18 CHRIS BENOIT 
71 BAMBAM BIGELOW 
393. VINNIE BIONDO 
344 BLACK BEAR 
415 BLACK KNIGHT 
230 BLACKTOP BULLY 
261 BOBBY BLAZE 
353 TIM BLAZE 
196 WAYNE BLOOM 
256 BLUE MEANIE 
204 THE BLUE PANTHER 
308 FRANK BLUES 
158 ADAM BOMB 
221 BASTION BOOGER 
86 BOOKER T 
276 HORACE BOULDER 
150 JUSTIN BRADSHAW 
457 BRIMSTONE SHOCKER 
380 DANIE BRITS 
159 EL BRONCO 
377 BRICK BRONSKY 
403 BOOGIE WOOGIE BROWN 


180 BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
211 D-LO BROWN 
342 BRUISER MASTINO 
190 BUNKHOUSE BUCK 
165 KING KONG BUNDY 
244 BUSHWHACKER BUTCH 
250 BUSHWHACKER LUKE 
163 TOMMY CAIRO 
460 CANADIAN BAD BOY 
183 CANEK 
360 PRIMO CARNERA III 
355 CAROLINA DREAMER 
379 DON CARSON 
362 GINO CARUSO 
78 NEGRO CASAS 
90 LEIF CASSIDY 
436 CAT BURGLAR 
411 ROMEO CATINO 
389 CHAMELEON 
222 CHEETAH MASTER 
59 MASA CHONO 
89 RIKI CHOSHU 
64 BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
313 JIMMY CICERO 
252 CIEN CARAS 
324 BOBBY CLANCY 
332 BAM BAM COALSON 
345 KID COLLINS 
478 MICHAEL COLLINS 
104 CARLOS COLON 
274 COLORADO KID 
483 CHUCK COLT 
337 RICK CONNERS 
422 CALAVERA CORTEZ 
435 CREMATOR 
368 MAXX CRIMSON 
476 CRUEL CONNECTION II 
349 BODACIOUS 
207 SCOTT D'AMORE 
410 SYLDANCER 
400 BRIAN DANZIG 
441 DARK HAWK 
409 DARK STARR 
208 ACE DARLING 
453 DAVE DAULTON 
497 DEATH DEALER 
378 DEATH ROW #3260 
467 STEVEN DEBBES 
354 MAJOR DeBEERS 
328 RICK DEEZEL 
290 JIM DEL RAY 
262 DEMOLITION AX 
241 DEMON HELLSTORM 
359 JIMMY DEO 
369 TONY DeVITO 
437 EL DIABLO 
404 DIAMOND DAN 
227 LANCE DIAMOND 
116 DISCO INFERNO 
269 DOINK THE CLOWN 
491 YOGI DONOVAN 
20 SHANE DOUGLAS 
442 BULLMAN DOWNS 
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247 MICKEY DOYLE 
426 BORIS DRAGOFF 
287 DREAM KILLER 
44 TOMMY DREAMER 
181 DUKE DROESE 
310 BIG DICK DUDLEY 
149 BUBBA RAY DUDLEY 
217 DANCES WITH DUDLEY 
295 D-VON DUDLEY 
147 HACKSAW DUGGAN 
98 JAMIE DUNDEE 
168 BILL DUNDEE 
465 DYNAMITE D 
120 SIR ROBERT EATON 
182 MIKE ENOS 
94 JERRY ESTRADA 
195 CHRIS EVANS 
351 GUIDO FALCONE 
245 TONY FALK 
55 FAROOQ 
108 FATU 
372 MANNY FERNANDEZ 
238 REGGIE B. FINE 
233 FRANK FINNEGAN 
268 FIREFIGHTER ADRIAN 
10 RIC FLAIR 
242 FLAMING YOUTH 
456 FLASH FLANAGAN 
399 ADAM FLASH 
264 TIMOTHY FLOWERS 
371 ERIC FREEDOM 
76 TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
189 BOBBY FULTON 
365 JACKIE FULTON 
209 DORY FUNK JR. 
143 TERRY FUNK 
145 DOUG FURNAS 
480 SKULL GANZ 
432 THE GARGOYLE 
428 RICK GARREN 
267 JEFF GAYLORD 
449 THE GENERAL 
2 THE GIANT 
85 GIANT BABA 
406 THE GIANT WARRIOR 
172 ROBERT GIBSON 
74 DOUG GILBERT 
398 CHEF D.Z. GILLESPIE 
106 HENRY GODWINN 
138 PHINEAS GODWINN 
226 EDDIE GOLDEN 
11 GOLDUST 
350 GOLEM THE GIANT 
284 RAY GONZALES 
131 TERRY GORDY 
322 GORGEOUS GEORGE III 
246 JOHNNY GRAHAM 
206 GRAN HAMADA 
32 THE GREAT MUTA 
23 THE GREAT SASUKE 
361 JERRY GREY 
123 JOHNNY GRUNGE 
60 JUVENTUD GUERRERA 


29 EDDIE GUERRERO 
133 BART GUNN 
194 BILLY GUNN 
117 JOHNNY GUNN 
198 HAKUSHI 

34 SCOTT HALL 
414 JACK HAMMER 
388 JOHNNY HANDSOME 
66 STAN HANSEN 
164 DON HARRIS 
137 RON HARRIS 

16 BRET HART 
341 KEITH HART 

33 OWEN HART 
130 HASE 

12 SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
304 THE HATER 
455 CLAY HATFIELD 
450 MAJOR HAVOC 

91 HAWK 
228 HEADBANGER MOSH 
235 HEADBANGER THRASHER 
258 HEADHUNTER | 
266 HEADHUNTER II 
201 HEAVY METAL 

79 HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
63 EL HNO DEL SANTO 
112 JUNJI HIRATA 

8 HULK HOGAN 
486. J.D. HOGG 
492 J.R. HOGG 
135 BOB HOLLY 
471 HOLLYWOOD 
405 HOMBRE DE ORO 
418 HORACE THE 

PSYCHOPATH 

335 TIM HORNER 
294 BARRY HOROWITZ 
281 ASHLEY HUDSON 
200 MR. HUGHES 
459 FELIX HUTTON 
298 ICEMAN 
237 ICETRAIN 
111 TAKAYUKI IIZUKA 
496 GUY INCOGNITO 
52 ANTONIO INOKI 
382 IRON SHEIK 
215 ITALIAN STALLION 
431 DALLAS JAMES 
494 JAMMER 
433 J.B. JAMMER 
122 MARTY JANNETTY 
26 JEFF JARRETT 
475 KENNY JAY 

42 CHRIS JERICHO 
356 DAVID JERICHO 

5 AHMED JOHNSON 
461 EIGHT-BALL JONES 
481 JUMPIN JIMMY 
275 JUNKYARD DOG 
451 RICK JUSTICE 
323 GEZA KALMAN JR. 
278 KING KALUHA 


OF THE 1996 “PWI 500” 


191 KAMA 
219 KAMALA 
199 KAMALA II 
385 KILLER KANARECK 
463 SEBASTIAN KANE 
48 KANEMOTO 
118 KANEMURA 
113 KOJI KATAO 
167 FLEX KAVANA 
62 TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
338 DAVE KELLER 
203 THE KID 
311 REX KING 
477 KEVIN KIRBY 
468 CRUSHER KLINE 
114 BRIAN KNOBS 
4 KENTA KOBASHI 
25 KONNAN 
151 DAN KROFFAT 
88 JOHN KRONUS 
141 KURASAWA 
270 YOSHI KWAN 
286 KILLER KYLE 
472 SGT. GREG LAKE 
352 LENNY LANE 
31 JERRY LAWLER 
331 BENSON LEE 
487 BOBBY LEE 
84 BRIAN LEE 
434 JIMMIE LEE 
273 STAN LEE 
452 WOODY LEE 
417 MIKE LEGACY 
288 LALEY 
425 LIBERTY 
38 JUSHIN LIGER 
333 JOHNNY LIGHTNING 
412 J.T. LIGHTNING 
364 JEFF LINDBERG 
212 LIZMARK 
296 STEVE LOMBARDI 
17 LEXLUGER 
408 LUMBERIN' JACK 
53. MABEL 
367 MADD MAXXINE 
430 PETER MAIVIA JR. 
13 DEAN MALENKO 
45 MANKIND 
257 LOU MARCONI 
139 RICK MARTEL 


107 MASCARA ANO DOS MIL 


302 EL MASCARADO 
170 MIL MASCARAS 
321 MASKED MANIAC 
448 ROB McBRIDE 

427 RON McCLARITY 
306 WAHOO McDANIEL 
289 SCOTTY McKEEVER 
300 STEVE McMICHAELS 
234 JIM McPHERSON 
140 MENG 

43 MARC MERO 

357 MARK MEST 


376 TROY MEST 
366 METAL MANIAC 
1 SHAWN MICHAELS 
28 MISAWA 
7 REY MISTERIOJR. 
213 MO 
155 ALDO MONTOYA 
292 MOONDOG SPIKE 
307 MOONDOG SPOT 
340 THUNDER MORGAN 
390 MORGUS THE MANIAC 
156 HUGH MORRIS 
126 RICK MORTON 
381 MOVIE STAR MIKE 
375 MR. EXCELLENT 
316 HACK MYERS 
6 KEVIN NASH 
401 QUINN NASH 
171 JIM NEIDHART 
255 KNUCKLES NELSON 
239 VANCE NEVADA 
129 NEW JACK 
339 THE NEW ONE MAN GANG 
293 THE NEW TIGER MASK 
407 THE NIGHTBREED 
358 NIGHT RIDER 
192 OSAMU NISHIMURA 
109 AKIRA NOGAMI 
319 CHARLIE NORRIS 
100 SCOTT NORTON 
444 NOTORIOUS NORM 
175 OCTAGON 
493 O-DOG 
193 RAY ODYSSEY 
421 MAD DOG O'MALLEY 
312 BOB ORTON JR. 
231 GLEN OSBOURNE 
54 DALLAS PAGE 
240 MAXX PAINE 
370 JOHNNY PARADISE 
73 LAPARKA 
387 CHARLIE PARKER 
186 THE PATRIOT 
174 MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 
279 THE PINK ASSASSIN 
80 PIT BULLI 
77 PIT BULL II 
99 SGT. CRAIG PITTMAN 
383 MADMAN PONDO 
197 JIMPOWERS 
291 ROD PRICE 
438 TONY PRICHARD 
473 PRINCE OF POLYESTER 
484 MAX PROFIT 
39 PSICOSIS 
374. CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 
179 SCOTT PUTSKI 
482 M. QUACKENBUSH 
413 QUICKSILVER 
205 T. RANTULA 
37 RAVEN 
67 STEVIE RAY 
490 JOHNNY REB 


424 THE REBEL 
363 RECKLESS YOUTH 
56 LORD STEVEN REGAL 
336 DAVID RENEGADE 
283 THE RENEGADE 
402 T. REX 
309 T.C. REYNOLDS 
95 TOMMY RICH 

97 STEVIE RICHARDS 
489 TERRY RICHARDS 
134 SCOTTY RIGGS 
161 JAKE ROBERTS 
119 ROCCO ROCK 
277 ROCKIN’ RICO 
395 LIGHTNING ROD 
446 THOMAS RODMAN 
429 RICCO RODRIGUEZ 
93 BUBBA ROGERS 
265 TOMMY ROGERS 
470 ROBERT ROMA 
132 AXL ROTTEN 
178 IAN ROTTEN 
254 ROBBIE ROYCE 
343 TONY RUMBLE 
329 RUSSIAN ASSASSIN II 
485 E.Z. RYDER 

9 SABU 
144 MUSTAFA SAED 
121 JERRY SAGS 
297 MIKE SAMPLES 
232 SAMU 

75 EL SAMURAI 
394 JULIO SANCHEZ 
65 SANDMAN 
125 RICKY SANTANA 
188 TITO SANTANA 
70 KENSUKE SASAKI 
81 PERRY SATURN 
21 RANDY SAVAGE 
148 BART SAWYER 
253 MARK SCHRADER 
47 DAN SEVERN 
236 KEN SHAMROCK 
391 JIMMY SHARPE 
303 SILVER KING 
259 ABBUDAH SINGH 
69 SKIP 
187 DICK SLATER 
469 BUGGSY SLUGGLIANO 
24 DAVEY BOY SMITH 
152 JOHNNY SMITH 
210 J.T. SMITH 


423 SMOKY MT. MASSACRE 


83 TRACEY SMOTHERS 
185 JIMMY SNUKA 
392 SONNY C 

251 GEORGE SOUTH 
466 JACK SPADE 
346 SPELLBINDER 
220 LOUIE SPICOLLI 
397 STEVE STAKK 

272 FRANK STALLETTO 
218 VIC STEAMBOAT 


263 AUSTIN STEELE 
499 JAKE STEELE 
440 SHERIFF STEELE 
30 RICK STEINER 

15 SCOTT STEINER 
271 ROCK STEVENS 

3 STING 
326 JUSTIN ST. JOHN 
325 JAMES STONE 
169 DEVON STORM 

82 KEVIN SULLIVAN 
347 SCOTTY SUMMERS 
223 SUPER CALO 
458 SUPERKEY | 
320 SUPER NOVA 
495 SUPERSLAYER 
384 JOHNNY SWINGER 
36 TAKADA 
184 PAT TANAKA 
142 TATANKA 

57 AKIRA TAUE 
127 DAVID TAYLOR 

46 TAZ 
115 GENCHIRO TENRYU 
136 JOHN TENTA 

61 HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
314 TIMBER THE LUMBER 

JACK 

386 JIMMIE TORTURE 
396 J.B. TRASK 
479 JOEL TRAVIS 
202 TYPHOON 
110 THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
41 ULTIMO DRAGON 
19 THE UNDERTAKER 
173 GREG VALENTINE 
282 VAMPIRE WARRIOR 
305 VAMPIRO CANADIENSE 
51 ROB VAN DAM 

14 BIG VAN VADER 
49 SAVIO VEGA 
462 RONNIE VEGAS 

40 SID VICIOUS 
214 VIRGIL 
330 NIKOLA! VOLKOFF 
420 JOHNNY WALKER 
177 V.K. WALLSTREET 
154 KOKO B, WARE 
146 MIKEY WHIPWRECK 
488 SHANE WILD 

68 STEVE WILLIAMS 
454 CHRIS WINDHAM 
334 WOLF 
260 DUSTY WOLFE 
103 WOLFIE D 
101 ALEX WRIGHT 
157 ISSAC YANKEM 
327 YAR 

50 YOKOZUNA 
348 UNCLE ZEBAKIAH 
315 PAUL ZINE 

87 ZIP 
229 LORD ZOLTAN 
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Each month, Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will take a close look 
at the latest 
developments in the 
WWE-WCW wars. It’s 
your chance to geta 
better handle on who’s 
winning perhaps the 
most crucial battle in 
the sport’s history! 
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jump to WCW when he showed up unannounced on 

the August 26 WCW Monday Nitro. Of course it isn’t 
quite to fair to say DiBiase jumped directly from the WWF 
to WCW, since he was forced to leave the WWF back in 
May when “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin, a man he had been 
managing, lost a Caribbean strap match to Savio Vega. 

Nevertheless, DiBiase is a very wealthy and influential 
man, and his presence in WCW makes that federation all 
the more interesting. 

Could Bret Hart be next? Sources say WCW is still 
very interested in “The Hitman.” 

But what appears to be the most disturbing news for 
the WWF in its war with WCW is that Nitro has been 
beating WWF Monday Night Raw in the ratings consis- 
tently over the last few months. Because the USA 
Network, which airs Raw, also airs many hours of tennis’ 
U.S. Open in late-August and early-September, Raw was 
pre-empted on several Monday nights and moved to 
Friday night during the week of September 2. 

The Nielsen rating for that Friday night edition of Raw 
was not available at press time, but sources said that if it 
did draw good ratings and thus a favorable response from 
wrestling fans, the WWF might consider moving Raw to 
Fridays on a permanent basis. If that happened, Eric 
Bischoff and company would have a big decision to 
make: Would they be so intent on burying the WWF that 
they would either move Nitro to Fridays opposite Raw, or 
even create an additional show to run opposite Raw? 

If, indeed, Raw does move to Fridays, it might not be just 


THE RAW-NITRO WAR 


The WWF can’t be happy about being swept two 
months in a row or seeing its overall lead slip away, but it 
should not get too discouraged. It’s not as if Nitro is blow- 
ing out Raw every week. What the numbers indicate over 
the months of July and August is that on any given week, 
Raw can hang right in there with Nitro. If three or four 
months go by without a single Raw victory, however, then 
the WWF has a big problem on its hands. 

Of course, by that time, the show might be called 
Friday Night Raw. 

Through August, the cumulative Nielsen numbers were 
as follows: Nitro—2.80; Raw—2.76. 


Date Rating Households Main Event 


"Tie DiBIASE BECAME the latest ex-WWE star to 


RAW 8/5 2.8 1.92 mil. Battle Royal 

NITRO 8/5 3.0 2.06 mil. Luger/Sting-Nastys 
RAW 8/12 20 1.35mil —‘Flair-Savage. 
NITRO 8/12: 33 2.24 mil. Michaels-Owen 
RAW 8/19 29 1.96 mil. Michaels-Yokozuna 
NITRO 8/19 8 =.3.5 2.34 mil. Giant-Savage 


because the WWF is losing the ratings war to WCW. Sources 
inside the WWF confirmed in August that the federation was 
strongly considering adding one-hour weekly pay-per-views 
to its programming schedule. That’s right: For those of you 
who thought one pay-per-view per month from both the 
WWE and WCW was too much, get ready for more. 

If the weekly WWF pay-per-view concept does become 
reality, look for each show to emanate from New York City 
and begin on Saturday at midnight. The cost for each would 
likely be about $10. In case you’re wondering, if there were 
52 weekly WWE pay-per-views a year in addition to the 
seven In Your Houses, the Royal Rumble, WrestleMania, 
King of the Ring, SummerSlam, and Survivor Series, the total 
cost of buying all 64 would be almost $700. 

Sounds like a lot, but it’s less than the cost of a good 
season ticket for most major sports teams. Before you think 
this could never work, answer this question: How many of 


VOICE OF 


I only get to see WCW TV programs regularly here in 
Japan, but I still believe that the WWF has better quality tele- 
vision shows. WCW has poor lighting and camera work. 
WWE can make a mid-card match with 3,000 fans watching 
look like a spectacular sight, while WCW can make the 
Olympic Stadium main event in front of 30,000 look like a 
mid-card match at a school auditorium. I think WCW should 
try to get audio, video, and lighting technicians from the 
WWF to make the jump before going after more wrestlers. 

YOKO TAKANO 
Hamamatsu, Japan 


My family watches Nitro because it’s two hours long, 
but we also tape Raw so we can watch it right afterward. 

JENNIFER JOHNSON 

Chicago Ridge, IL 


I watch Raw faithfully and tape Nitro. I think it’s just 
not worth it to flip back and forth between the two, even 
if Raw is taped. The main reason I tape Nitro is so I can 
watch it at my convenience. I like to fast-forward through 
the boring stuff and turn the sound off when Eric 
Bischoff’s doing commentary. 

BILL WHITE 
White Plains, MD 


I watch the first hour of Nitro, then switch to Raw at 9 
p.m., and catch the rest of Nitro on the replay. 

TOM PLESZEWSKI 

Akron, OH 


I have a television with the “picture-in-picture” fea- 
ture, so I can watch Raw and Nitro simultaneously. Who 
gets the big picture depends on what’s happening. 

LONNDA SULLIVAN 
Rosendale, NY 


you thought Nitro would be a miserable failure? 

An update on the lawsuit that Titan Sports filed against 
Turner Sports in June: The two sides reached a settlement 
in August, with Turner Sports signing a consent order 
agreeing not to allow any of its employees to refer to Scott 
Hall as either Razor Ramon or “The Bad Guy,” and Kevin 
Nash as either Diesel or “Big Daddy Cool,” so as not to 
give the impression that they are in any way tied to the 
WWE at this point. Titan, though, will still be seeking 
damages from Turner Sports for what it is charging were 
unfair competitive practices. Titan still believes WCW 
tried to deceive fans into thinking Hall and Nash worked 
for the WWF when they first appeared in WCW this sum- 
mer and were not referred to by any name. 

One final note: Many of this month’s letters in “Voice 
Of The Fans” are responses to questions we posed two 
months ago regarding your Monday night viewing habits. 


THE FANS | 


I only watch Nitro and could care less if Eric Bischoff 
gives away Raw results (which he no longer does). I have 
had enough with the WWF guys. I think Bischoff has 
really turned WCW around and has made Nitro some- 
thing worth watching. Besides, I think Tony Schiavone 
and Bobby Heenan are among the best commentators in 
wrestling today; they add more to their show. 

MICHAEL RAY 
Jacksonville, FL 


I think the Monday Night war is great for fans since 
We are now getting pay-per-view-caliber matches for free 
every week. As far as fans are concerned, this war is the 
best thing to happen to wrestling in years! 

BEN GRANTHAM 
Bothell, WA 


Some of the Nitro broadcasters need to stop whining 
about just how good WCW’s wrestlers are. Instead, they 
need to let the great action speak for itself. 

BILL BACHERT 
Weirton, WV 


I have been watching Raw since it debuted and I never 
miss a show. Sometimes it is tempting to watch my 
favorite wrestler Kevin “Diesel” Nash, but I always find 
something more interesting to watch on Raw, like Shawn 
Michaels. 

BETTY MACKER 
Tyler, TX 


I have a deal with my friend Sally that she tapes one show 
while watching the other and I’ll do the opposite. The next 
day we trade the tapes and talk about what happened. 

PAT YAKE 
New York, NY 
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A MAN WITH A PLAN. Desperate 
times call for desperate measures. 
Desperate people do desperate things. 

“Diamond” Dallas Page apparently 
gets a familiar ache in the pit of his 
stomach when he looks around WCW 
these days. There are all those beauti- 
ful women, and none of them is his. 
The Four Horsemen have the monop- 
oly with Woman, Elizabeth, and 
Deborah McMichael. If he turned on a 
WWF broadcast, he’d see Marlena 
with Goldust, Sunny with The Smo- 
kin’ Gunns and Faaroogq, and Sable 
with Marc Mero. 

Page used to have Kimberly, the 
Diamond Doll, but now he has noth- 
ing. All by himself. Kimberly was last 
seen on the arm of The Booty Man. 
Even Harlem Heat has Sherri Martel, 
and even she’s better than no woman 
at all, at least to Page. Oh, how it hurts 
to be alone! 

So he looked through his little black 
book and tried to find the right name. 
He made a dozen or so phone calls, but 
everyone either hung up the phone or 
turned him down. Finally, Page 
remembered a woman. She had long, 
red hair and a nice phone voice. He 
tried to remember her face, but 
couldn’t at first. 

Then he remembered where he saw 
her and groaned: It was that day he 
worked for Bill Apter at the offices of 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. That 


66 « PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED a 


long day, the one he ended early, well 
before 5:00, by walking out on the job. 
And what was her name? 
“Brandi Mankiewicz. She’s our 


gs ee Ec 


Dallas Page doesn’t feel totally comfortable in the ring unless he has a lovely lady 


managing editor,” I told him after he 
worked up enough courage to give me 
a call. 

“Can you get her for me?” he asked. 

“What?!” 

“Can you get her for me?” Page con- 
tinued. “Listen, Dave, I really need this 
woman. I’m lost without a pretty lady in 
my corner. I need the inspiration.” 

Stunned, I was at a total loss for 
words. 

“Dallas, you don’t understand,” I 
explained. “I’m a journalist, not a 
matchmaker.” 

“But I don’t want her to be my girl- 
friend,” he pleaded. “I just want her to 
be my valet.” 

“What’s the difference with you?” I 
asked. “And another thing: I don’t 
even work in the same office with 
Brandi. I’m always on the road. She’s 


= es . on rca 


like Kimberly there at his side. But DDP with our own Brandi Mankiewicz? We don’t 


think so. 


Thanks to a string of victories over the likes of Scotty 
Riggs this year, DDP moved up 57 spots to number 54 in 
the “PW/ 500.” Making flattering offers to Mankiewicz catch?” 
wasn’t enough to get him into the top 10, though. 


in Pennsylvania. I live in Florida. How 
in the world am I supposed to get you 
a woman that I only see every few 
months or so?” 

“Okay,” Page conceded. “You 
don’t have to get her for me. Just make 
the introduction. C’mon, I'll put you in 
for a cut.” 

“A cut?” I asked. “What kind of 
cut? What are you trying to get me 
involved in?” 

“Vl get you whatever you want,” 
Page answered. 

After refusing to be Page’s go- 
between for the 20th time, I hung up 
the phone. But Page wouldn’t give up. 
He called me 10 times over the next 
two days and wouldn’t take no for an 
answer. 

“Why don’t you just call her your- 
self?” I said. “I’m sure she’d be flat- 
tered by the offer. Here’s the number.” 

“No, I can’t do that,” Page said. 
“She saw me walk out on them that 


day. I need somebody 
to tell her that I’m a 
good man,” 

“And that’s me?” 

Finally, after getting 
» a call at 2:00 in the 
) morning, I relented. 
The next day, at 8:30 
a.m. sharp, before 
Brandi had a chance to 
get in a bad mood, I 
gave her a call. 

“Brandi, ‘Diamond’ 
Dallas Page asked me 
to give you a call,” I 
said. “Apparently, he’d 
like you to be his 
valet.” 

“Are you kidding 
me?” Brandi responded. 

“He’s offering you 
six figures a year to 
come on board,” I 
» added. “The only catch 
is, he gets to tell you 
what to wear.” 

“That’s the only 
Brandi said, 

completely aghast. 
“How about my credibility as a jour- 
nalist? How about my career? How 
about my self-esteem? I never thought 
I’d hear myself saying this, but how 
much abuse would I take from Uncle 
Matt [Brock] over something like this? 
It’s all he’d ever write about.” 

“Six figures,” I repeated. 

“No way,” she said. “A good jour- 
nalist doesn’t get personally involved 
with the people she writes about. I 
should hope you’d know that.” 

“He said you wouldn’t have to sit in 
that stuffy office all day.” 

“Yeah,” she said. “I get to sit in a 
smelly locker room with Dallas Page 
and all his cigar smoke.” 

“Let me have him call you,” I urged. 

“Fine,” she said. “But I’m not 
budging.” 

I gave Page the office number and 
told him to give Brandi a call. 
Apparently, he did, because a few days 
later, I got a strange message on my 


answering machine: “Dave, it’s not me 
he was after. He wanted me for my 
“PWI 500.”” 

According to Brandi, Page started 
out by telling her he couldn’t live 
without her and repeating the six-fig- 
ure valet offer. 

“Then he says to me, ‘By the way, 
maybe we can work something out in 
the *PWI 500,“ too,’” Brandi told me. 
“T think he thought that if I was his 
valet, I’d get him into the top 10. I told 
him I don’t give anyone special favors. 
You get ranked where you deserve to 
get ranked.” 

Brandi’s suspicions were confirmed 
a few days later when Page called me. 

“That woman drives a hard bar- 
gain,” he said. 

“She’s tough.” 

“Yeah,” Page said. “She wouldn’t 
even go for top 40.” 

True, DDP, but number 54 isn’t 
bad. Oo 


BECOME 


PROFESIONAL WRESTLER 


NOW YOU CAN ENTER THE 
EXCITING WORLD OF 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING! 


Wrestling Superstars KING KONG BUNDY 
and “Pretty Boy” LARRY SHARPE 

have collaborated on the Ultimate 

Guide to entering this fantastic 

sport. “HITTIN’ THE MAT” 

contains everything you need to 

know to prepare for a career in 

this exciting business. 
G tf 
Topics Include: 


* How To Obtain The Proper Training 

* List Of Reputable Wrestling Schools 

* Names & Addresses Of Wrestling Federations 
* Helpful Hints To Further Your Career 

* Sources Of Wrestling Equipment 

* And Much, Much More. 


“HITTIN’ THE MAT” is THE Source for 
information on entering the Wrestling Business. 
FREE!! Personalized, autographed photo of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “Pretty Boy” 
LARRY SHARPE with every purchase! Only 
$12.95 + $2.00 S/H. (Add $5.00 outside U.S.) 
DON’T WAIT. 
ORDER TODAY!!! 
Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 


704 Broadway, Dept. #188 
Mantua, NJ 08051 
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BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


tion of the “PW/ 500.” Trouble is, the “500” is pri- 
marily a ranking of the best singles wrestlers in 
the world. 

Or at least it’s supposed to be. The 500 
prized spots on the list are supposed to be 
reserved for the best wrestlers in the world. I've 
always felt that at least the top 100 spots should 
be reserved for those who make their living 
wresiling primarily as singles competitors. 

So what is Scott Steiner doing at number 
15? 

I’m not blaming Scoit for this. He’s a terrific 
wrestler, and he didn’t place himself number 
15 on the list; the editors did. Steiner, though, 
spends nearly all his time wrestling on the tag 
team circuit with his brother Rick. Does the 
occasional singles match warrant a spot in the 
top 100? 

“Definitely,” said Managing Editor Brandi 
Mankiewicz, chief compiler of the “500.” “Scott 
definitely is one of the best wrestlers in the 
world, singles or tag. Very few people who 
Know what they’re talking about would argue 
that he isn’t. The fact that he’s mainly a tag 
team competitor shouldn’t be counted against 
him.” 

Why shouldn't it? There are several big dif- 
ferences between singles and tag wrestling— 
strategy and pace, for example. Those and 
other factors change when a competitor goes 
from singles competition to the tag team circuit. 

“When | manage guys in a tag team match,” 


Te TEAMS FARED very well in this year’s edi- 
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said Jim Cornette, “I have to take on an entirely differ- 
ent outlook, and so do the wrestlers. Or at least they 
should do that. When a man spends most of the time in 
tags, he becomes conditioned to competing in a certain 
style. He can jump back and forth between the two 
types of wrestling, but unless he’s really great, he usu- 
ally doesn’t do too well in either of them.” 

Scott Steiner isn’t the only tag wrestler in the elite 
100. Rick Steiner is 30th. Stevie Ray of Harlem Heat 
is 65th. Bodydonna Skip is 69th (though he does 
wrestle a fair number of singles matches). You get my 
point. Like Scott Steiner, they are all fine competitors, 
but for the most part, fine tag team competitors. 
Perhaps if they wrestled primarily in singles, they 
would probably all deserve their rankings, but as tag 
team wrestlers, they don't. 

“Well, | have to disagree with you there,” said 
Stevie Ray, as diplomatically as he could. “! feel my 
skills stay just as sharp, that I’m just as great, when | 
wrestle without my partner. Sure, it’s different, a lot 
different. But it’s not like | forget how to wrestle!” 

| don’t have any problem putting these wrestlers in the 
“500.” | just think they shouldn’t be rated so high, because 
they haven't had enough singles experience lately. 

On the other hand, | don’t see any problem with 
having Rick Morton in a good spot on the list (126). 

(Continued on page 70) 


Scott Steiner controls Harlem Heat’s Stevie Ray with an armlock. Steiner 
and Ray were among the three highest-rated tag team specialists in this 
year’s “PW/500.” Andy Rodriguez believes they were rated too high. 
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Wrestling. If you are a hardcore fan you will not wanhta) miss I SIEXC Hint loffer!!!!! It's only $20.00 
a month. 


(ee 


Florida Championship Wrestling has opened their vaulth™ 
from the most historic wrestling promotion ever!! All 
Dusty Rhodes. 


‘om the 60's, 70's and 80's, 
by “The American dream", 


Florida Championship Wrestling along with RF Video, Inc., is offering an amazing fan club offer. We are releasing complete video 
tapes with the most amazing matches ever witnessed from Florida Championship Wrestling. These tapes have been stored in a 
place known as the vault. Well the vault has been opened and now you, the wrestling fans can relive the memories of Florida 
Championship Wrestling. 


Florida Championship Wrestling was once the hot bed for Professional Wrestling. On these video tapes you will see stars such 
as Ric Flair, Dusty Rhodes, Barry Whindham, Terry Funk, Kevin Sullivan, Woman, BJ Mulligan, Rick Rude, Lex Luger, Great Muta, 
Roddy Piper, Ron Bass, Purple Haze, Superstar Billy Graham, Bill Watts, Mike Rotunda, Dory Funk Jr, Mike Graham, Hector 
Guerreo, Bob Roop, Bob Backland, Jesse Barr, Fabulous Ones, Road Warriors and much much more. 


THIS IS WHAT YOU GET IF YOU JOIN THE 
DREAMS TURNBUCKLE Memory, 1 YEAR FAN CLuBllll! 


+ Every month for one year you will yet a brand new video tape hosted by the American Dream, Dusty Rhodes himself. It will 
offer some of the most classic matches and interviews from Florida Championship Wrestling history. The quality is perfect. 


« Dusty Rhodes will also have a interview segment called "For Your Ears Only", where he talks about the behind the scenes 
secrets that were going on around the time of the tape. If you would like to learn more about the insides of the wrestling 
"ini! business you will not want to miss what Dusty, has to say. 


+ You will get a 8 x 10 photograph for free with every video tape you receive in the mail. These 
pictures are collectors items. If you like photos you will want to join just for the free photos. 
These were the actual photos that these wrestlers used when trying to get 
into Florida Championship Wrestling. 


+ You will get a welcoming letter into the Dreams Turnbuckles Memories, Fan Club from Dusty 
Rhodes and Mike Graham. 


Don't miss this amazing one time offer to watch the greatest wrestling matches ever. You will see 


Kevin Sullivan doing his devil worshiping, you will see blood baths, bullrope matches, cage Send a check or money 
matches and much more exciting action from Florida Championship Wrestling. Let Dusty Rhodes Order or credit card # to 
take you on a ride you will never forget. RF Video 

PO Box 797 
Here is how to Join the Fanclub!!! Langhorne, PA 19053 
For an amazing low price of only $240.00 you get all of this for one year!!! or call (215) 949-8989 


For Phone Credit card orders Call 215°949*e9502 


WANNA BE A WRESTLER? 
PHONE 904-934-8435 


SKULLKRUSHERS 
WRESTLING SCHOOL 


TEACHERS*EXOTIC ADRIAN+MISSLINDA 

WRESTLING MASKS 

SPANDEX TIGHTS 

SPANDEX TRUNKS 

SPANDEX LEOTARDS $40 

STAIE WAIST-INSIDE LEG SIZE+COLOR CHOICE 
SKULLKRUSHER T-SHIRTS $10 
SKULLKRUSHER TANK TOPS $10 
SKULLKRUSHER SWEATSHIRT $15 
ADULT AND KIDS SIZE AVAILABLE 

WRESTLING VIDEOS $15 


SEND $1 P.AND II. FOR NEW COMPLETE LIST 
BOOTS’ GOWNS BELIS*LEOTARDS* TIGHTS 
TRUNKS* KNEE-PADS* ELBOW PADS 


PLUS LADY WRESILERS AND KIDS WEAR 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PLUS $3 POSTAGE + 


HANDLING ON ALL ORDERS 10 BIZARE BAZZAR 
P.O.BOX 6188.GULF BREEZE FL 32561 


|AME 
DDRESS 
CITY/STATE/ZIP 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO BIZARE BAZZAR 
FOR THE WORLDS BEST WRESTLING WEAR 


ee 3 = a 


(MOVING? | 


1 Kindly give us 8 weeks 
| advance notice 


I Are you moving? If so, please give us 1 
18 weeks advance notice so we can 
I continue to service your subscription 
promptly. Check the magazine(s) list- , 
ed below you subscribe to: 


i 
1) PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED | 
1] THE WRESTLER 
1) INSIDE WRESTLING 
I] WRESTLE AMERICA 
C] PWI WEEKLY 


NAME 

OLD ADDRESS 

CITY 

SA ——_ rae gow 
NEW ADDRESS 

CITY 

Sf canyon 


EFFECTIVE DATE 


CLIP THIS FORM AND SEND TO: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 910 
FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 

a ey a eae | 
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Although he is still 
known primarily as 
one-half of The Rock 
’n’ Roll Express, Mor- 
ton does a lot of com- 
peting on his own, 
especially on the 
independent circuit in 
Tennessee. 

“There are times 
when | think of myself 
as more of a singles 
wrestler than a tag 
team wrestler now,” 
Morton said. “I enjoy 
both, but lately I’ve 
been enjoying getting 
out there and proving 


to people that | can Rick Morton battles The Spoiler on an independent card. 
do more than just be Morton, while known best for his success with The Rock 


a reliable partner. Ina 
lot of ways, | still con- 
sider myself a tag team wrestler, 
but | also don’t like to tie myself 
down to one type of competition.” 

Maybe a better way to rank 
would be to have two lists, one 
devoted exclusively to tag teams. 
Now, before anybody on the staff 
starts questioning my sanity, this 
tag list would not have to be as 
extensive as the “500.” Not nearly 
as long. We could rate the top 100 
or 150 teams. 

That way, we wouldn’t have to 
honor great wrestlers like Scott 
Steiner and Stevie Ray by giving 
them what | consider to be an 
unfair high ranking on the singles 
list. We could better honor the 
Steiners and Harlem Heat with a 
high spot on the tag list. 

“| wouldn’t have any problem 
with that,” Scott said. “As a matter 
of fact, that’s probably a better way 
of doing it. You say that | am rated 
too high on the list because | am 
primarily a tag team wrester. | say | 
am a top-five wrestler, and the only 
reason | am as low as 15 is be- 
cause | am a tag team wrestler. A 


‘n’ Roll Express, deserves a high ranking, says Rodriguez, 
because he’s so active as a singles competitor. 


separate list for tag teams would 
solve the problem.” 

“| don’t know which of those lists 
I'd rather be on,” Morton said. “Of 
course, both of them, but at this 
point, if | had to make a choice, I'd 
say the singles list. | have a lot of 
respect for Robert Gibson and all 
we've done together, but to be con- 
sidered one of the best on your 
own is special.” 

“| guess there’s some merit to 
doing a separate tag team list,” 
Mankiewicz admitted to me. “In 
fact, Andy, why don’t you help us 
put it together?” 

Well, I'll gladly offer suggestions, 
but I'd rather leave the main task of 
putting the list together to the folks 
who have done such a terrific job 
with the “500.” In just a few years, 
it's become one of the sport’s most 
invaluable reference guides. 
Thousands of wrestlers eagerly 
await its publication. The tag team 
specialists look forward to it as 
much as everybody else. 

It would be nice, though, if they 
had their own list. O 


this month in... 


Wrestler 
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resi resiier 
yu_VS- THE GIANT 


"SHAWN MICHAELS 
B Sig To plo 


ie Le acer fT! 


(e 
When Worlds Collide " 
THE UNDERTAKER vs. HULK HOGAN 


Admit it: You love the WWF-WCW war. It 
makes wrestling more interesting. But how do 
the WWFP’s best stack up against those from 
WCW? We'll tell you in our WWF vs. WCW 
Top 10 Faceoff. I's SHAWN MICHAELS vs. 
THE GIANT, HULK HOGAN vs. THE 
UNDERTAKER, RIC FLAIR vs. AHMED 
JOHNSON and much more! ... RIC FLAIR is 
proud to be WCW U.S. champ now, but we’re 
telling him that if he’s satisfied, he should be 
ashamed ... MARC MERO has had very few 
matches with members of CAMP 
CORNETTE, but they’ve still found a way to 
make his life miserable. We'll tell you how. 


All this—and much more!—in the December 
1996 issue of The Wrestler 


Wreseli 


ICSE CICA rd - . 


‘aFor | 
Hot Seare 
he Fourth F illy 


Has Begun: 
THE SMOKIN’ GUNNS: 
PISTOL-WHIPPED BY SUNNY tate ieog 


a THINKING: 
BIGGER THAN THE WORLD TITLEI” 
AN OUTRAGEOUS “HOTSEAT" WITH GOLDUST 


Don’t you find it a little strange that 
there are only three women to go with 
THE FOUR HORSEMEN? Wouldn't it be 
nice if there were a fourth horsewoman? 
We hear there might be a search for a fourth 
already on. We'll go over some of the 
leading candidates ... BRET HART will 
return to the WWF very soon if JIM 
CORNETTE has his way. That's right, 
Cornette wants “The Hitman” to join his 
camp. Cornette claims to have a million- 
dollar contract waiting for him ... Find out 
exactly what THE GIANT meant when 
he said, “I’m bigger than the World title!” 


All this—and much more!—in the December 
1996 issue of Inside Wrestling 


Sting, Hogan, Flair 


WCW Superbrawi VI 
WCW Uncensored '96 
Back by popular demand! 


$49.95 each 


Send to: 

| T.V. Sports Video 
| P.O. Box 1003 

| Darien, CT 06820 


Visa or Mastercard call toll free 
1-800-729-0360 
jPlease send me @ $49.95 each 

1 WCW Superbrawl VI 


$49.95 


each 


plus 95,00 


| 

| 

| (1 WCW Starrcade '96 

| (1 WCW Halloween Havoc '95 
| Please indicate method of payment 
| 

| 

| 

| 


[-] Check or money order 
payable to TV Sports Video 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
(J WCW Uncensored '96 : 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 Visa /MasterCard | 


Videos ~ 

Tax for CT & NY 
P & H $5.00 $5.00 | 
Total $ | 


| Allow up to 4 weeks delivery. Foreign orders | 
include $7.00 for each tape in addition to 
regular s&h charges. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| City 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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(Continued from page 5) 


Some fans still don’t know if Lex Luger is 
totally trustworthy, but reader Danny West 
thinks he is. He thinks fans should give 
Lex credit for helping out Sting so much. 


“Stinger” never would have been one- 
half of the WCW World tag team cham- 
pions this year. So get off Luger’s back. 
DANNY WEST 
Rison, AR 
CHEERS FOR 
PEACE 
I was disappoint- 
ed that the World 
Wrestling Peace 
Festival drew only 
about 6,000 people, 
because a lot of peo- 
ple missed out on a 
great card, as they & 
could probably tell 
from your story 
(“Multipromotional 
Supercard! World 
Wrestling Peace 
Festival Unites The 
World!” November 
1996). However, 
being one of those 
6,000 people, I can 
tell you it was a new 
experience watching 
AAA wrestlers lock 


it up with their New Japan counter- 
parts. 

The Rey Misterio Jr.-Psicosis 
match was better than some of their 
ECW battles. The triangle match 
between Konnan, Chris Jericho, and 
Bam Bam Bigelow featured incredible 
athleticism. Antonio Inoki and his fel- 
low promoters did a superb job despite 
the relatively low attendance. 

It’s great to hear that there is going 
to be a second World Wrestling Peace 
Festival next year. However, I hope 
that Inoki will try to get the WWF to 
participate. It would be great to see 
WCW, the WWF, New Japan, AAA, 
EMLL, and even ECW wrestlers on 
one card. 

MICHAEL COLLINS 
Monterey Beach, CA 


BRET’S HEARTLESS 

I usually enjoy the “Press 
Conference” interviews in your maga- 
zine, but I found the interview with 
Bret Hart to be shocking and appalling 
(November 1996). Since Wrestle- 
Mania XII, Bret has shown no respect 
toward Shawn Michaels. After reading 


Chris Jericho suplexes Konnan during a triangle match at 
the first World Wrestling Peace Festival. Reader Michael 
Collins, who attended the event, would like to see the WWF 
participate next year. 


his comments about Shawn, I think 
Shawn should break Bret’s jaw with a 
superkick. 

I think Bret’s confusing Shawn’s in- 
ting personality with the real Shawn. I bet 
Bret hasn’t taken the time to watch all of 
Shawn’s interviews or seen him signing 
autographs. He just sees the cocky 
“Heartbreak Kid” and writes Shawn off 
as a bad role model. Well, the next time 
they meet, my role model Shawn will 
once again pin Bret “The Dripman” Hart 
to settle this feud once and for all. 

STEPHANIE SIGAFOOS 
Riegelsville, PA 


NEW WORLD VIOLATION 

My children and I have been fans of 
pro wrestling for many years. However, 
my children are no longer allowed to 
watch WCW. I feel the reference to the 
New World Order and the misuse of the 


Kevin Nash and Scott Hall, two members 
of the New World Order, have been 
causing problems for Eric Bischoff and 
many others in WCW for months. Reader 
Sheila Gardener wishes Hall and Nash 
would find a new name for their group. 


scripture from the Bible is very sacrile- 
gious. WCW used to have a good, enter- 
taining program without demeaning God 
and his word. To make light of what the 
Bible stands for is to ask for judgment to 
be brought upon you. 
SHEILA GARDENER 
Monticello, AR F) 


WORLD WRESTLING fe WHF BEND EM 5 NCH 
FEDERATION a cee (1995) 


HASBRO ACTION FIGURES 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
LEAGUE ACTION FIGURES 
5 inch figures (1992) by San 


| i cat For 230) o 


| Choose from: Ultimo Dragon, 
Vampiro, Rayo de Jalisco ‘ 
b Also Available: 
CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 18 INCH STUFFED DOLLS 
$25.00 each or (2 for $40.00) 
Choose from: Pieroth or Tinieblas 


8 INCH LIN VINCE 
McMAHON FIGURE 


= B Rare Warehouse find limited! 
: , (1985) by LIN 
WORLD WRESTLING $30.00 each 
FEDERATION HASBRO 4 — 
INCH ACTION FIGURES —_____ WRESTLING MAGAZINE 
** (ALL MINT IN PACKAGE)+* a eg GRAB BAG i 
$15.00 each Wrestling Eye, Wrestli 
Raddy Piper ‘ Warlord ‘ $ Fa PM, berm 
rutus Beefcake # Doink Z.) 
Jim Duggan #1 Jim Duggan #2 ” 1880s tna fr $100) 
te eal! ' Mckee ie #3 1970s (any 2 for $10.00) ee bs 
ulk Hogan # ick Stiener 
Berserker Scott Stiener j , rena cient 
Undertaker #1 Tatanka #2 Fire Topps (1987) ¥ full box 
Bret “Hitman” Hart #1 atu «TAR abt Ad pbdiode 
Rene Man Samu 20,00 full box. 
‘apa Shango Marty Janetty #2 
Tatanka #1 Giant Gonzalez MERLIN ITALIAN WWF TRADING CARDS 
El Matador Luke Bushwacker #2 Rare) 12 ai tt (96 cards 
Mountie Butch Bushwacker #2 or 
YELLOW CARDED FIGURES (1993 AW, WWF SUPERSTARS 
( ; ) a STICKERS BY EURO FLASH 


Owen Hart 


(Made in Italy) 
jacks of 6 stickers (90 stickers total) for 10.00 


sadiwacslas $25, Ca CLASSIC WWF 145 CARD 
" . BOXED SET 


$10.00 complete set 


RED CARDED FIGURES (1994) 


LON LUG ais tars cantccdrssteacctavasetis seonchbassosey SET OF 6 DIFFERENT WWE 
Bret Hart #2 .. “ COLLECTORS PINS (1991) SET 
pers #1 > INCLUDES: 
r. Pe : a 
, Hulk Hogan, Warrior, Lod, Bi 
Undertaker #2 ecology Muddy Pe pe lk nd 
OTHER RARE FIGURES : $10.00 set of 6 

ag papeti Foaiirrece Cen Pet eee 

aughter ...... : | WWF DELUXE 12 
eae wi Clore INCH BY 18 INCH 
yphonn © specenees ; 7 POSTERBOOKS 
Randy Savage Macho ig by Checkerboard Press. 
Ultimate Warrior Green .. 


Set of 2 different for 
$10.00 


Brutus Beefcake #2 (white/black) $ 
SHOT SHGKG is woes issecsccveScoenteceseontigay censven 
(Any 2 for $50.00) 
TAG TEAM 2 PACKS WOR LIDCAED Bet 
Legion Of DOOM .......:sssescessssssseereeernes $40.00 Set 
Bushwackers ...$20.00 Set agar ta Soe in 
FROCHGES ores eas, co cts sPiGasacascnsanadsenonivn $20.00 Set $10.00 set 


(Most other WWF Wrestling Figures Available) 
(Call for availability or send $2.00 for catalog) 
35 page Toy Catalog Available Containing: Science 
Fiction, Superhero & Horror Action Figures, and 
Collectible Toys. $2.00 

Shipping is $5.00 Per Total Order 

ayment Terms: 
Money Orders, Checks or Credit Cards 
Credit Card Orders Call 1-401-946-5720 
(Monday-Friday 9AM to 5PM EST) 

FAX Orders to 1-401-946-8492 
(Orders Shipped Promptly - Money Back Guarantee) 
MAIL TO: 


WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP BELT 


by UN (1987). 
Authentic replica of the official WWF belt. Slide action lever 
changes picture on front, from WWF Medallion to Hulk H ae 
Fits up to 2 3! inch waist. List all champions prior to I 
RARE COLLECTIBLE 
(Comes in a factory bag) 
$20.00 each 


WWF 3 INCH PVC 


FIGURES 
FIGURES INC. || BP -mae 
P.O. Box 19482 ga me Cn Fo i 


Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 
All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their Cop 


Take the PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CHALLENGE and go head to head with the editors of PWI in the trivia match of your 
life. If you can answer seven consecutive questions correctly—without getting pinned—you can earn the title “Undisputed 


minute in beige 
eis Canada is 1 99 per. Cost per 
Ki i 39p cheap rate and 


: arents' permission. - 
VAT. Kids, get you" P lable on both rotary-di 


i 
This service is ava 
Ve) touch-tone phones- ——_ 


ALL-NEW QUESTIONS! — 


ner! 


Stan Hansen won the AWA World title by defeating which champion? 
1) Rick Martel 

2) Nick Bockwinkel 

3) Curt Hennig 

4) Verne Gagne 


The la 

1) London, England 

s Peel aie E 
ongyang, North Korea 

4) Tokyo, re 


True or False: Hulk Hogan is the only wrestler to appear on the cover of Sports 
Illustrated 


Which of the following cities did NOT host a portion of WrestleMania II? 
2 le Cy New 
intic City, New 
3 Uniondole, New York 
4) Los Angeles, California 


Wrestling Trivia Champ” and win $100* or a PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED subscription! 


per. Cost per 
in the United 


A9p at all other times, incl. 


aled and free PWI subscription! 


If you can answer the following questions, you could be the next $100* al up 


t crowd ever to witness a pro wrestling show (190,000) was in what city? 


-— 


aNAPA 


r= NW 


PLUS: Each month, three runners- 


Up will receive q 


BS 


j 
-—_ . | 
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ee 
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ive SAY99E gae With pag ET iP: 
Hog? . 
a 
hed Tite ts iG 


WRESTLING CHALLENGE RULES & REGULATIONS 
Call as often as you like. The contest begins April 1, 1996 and runs 
through September 1, 1996. There is no age restriction to participate. 
The che for each call is $1.49 per minute in the United States, $1.99 
in ee and 49p (39p cheap rate) in the United Kingdom. The con- 
test is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Publishing 
Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary 
to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. 
All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via second-chance drawing. The 
odds of winning are dependent on the number of entries. Complete rules 
and mail-in entries are available by sending a self-addressed stamped 
envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333, USA. To 
win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions and you auto- 
matically ss for the monthly drawing of one $100* winner. (*Or for 
U.K. winners, the equivalent in pounds sterling at the time the winner is 
selected.) From Apr 1, 1996, until September 1, 1996, a total of 18 
PWI six-issue subscriptions (retail value $15 each) will be awarded. 
Publishing Co. will select the winners. No substi- _4220/03-96 
tutions allowed. 


VOTE FOR 1996's 
BEST WRESTLERS 
AND MATCHES! 


Once again it’s time to iL: HE EYES OF the wrestling world are once again 


looking to the pages of this magazine. Every year at 


5 this time, wrestling fans answer the sport’s most 
open this magazine s important questions: 
A : Who were the best wrestlers of the past year? Who 
pages to wrestling Ss most improved the most? Who was the most successful manager? 
The most inspiring wrestler? The top rookie? The most popu- 
inrici " lar and most hated? Who’s been the best tag team? What’s 
incisive experts: our 
been the greatest match? The wildest feud? The most impres- 
; sive comeback? And who deserves that highest of all honors: 
readers. It Ss up to you Wrestler of the Year? 
The answers to these questions are determined by 
to make decisions in wrestling’s true experts—you, the readers of PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED. It is up to you to cast your votes for the best of 
. the past year—the PWI Achievement ’96 Awards. 
11 categories for the In this special section, descriptions of the various cate- 
gories are included along with last year’s winners and a list- 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED ing of some of this year’s top candidates, in alphabetical 
order. Read the descriptions and take some time to think 
. ’ about your choices for the various awards; your choices, of 
Ach levement ’96 Awards. course, are not limited to the top contenders listed. Then cast 
This i tina’ t your votes on the ballot provided and mail it in. It’s that 
is IS wrestling s Mos easy! 
Results of the Achievement ’96 fan poll will be printed in 
H Hell the spectacular year-end double-issue of PRO WRESTLING 
important and Pp restigious ILLUSTRATED, cover-dated March 1997, which hits the news- 
f stands on or about December 31, 1996. In order for your 
fan poll. Don’t be counted vote to count, we must receive your ballot no later than 
November 15, but the sooner we get it, the better. 
out—cast your votes This is the most respected and prestigious fan poll in all 


of professional wrestling, and the results will be closely 
examined by fans and professionals alike. Every vote counts. 
Your voice must be heard. Fill in and mail your ballot today! 


today! 


A WINTER/1996 4 75 
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ROOKIE OF THE YEAR MOST IMPROVED WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 


The man you 
select as Rookie of 
the Year must fulfill 
two qualifications: 
He must not have |- 
been a winner/run- } 
ner-up in last year’s 
vote, and he should 
have yet to complete | 
his second full year 
as a pro by the time 
December 31, 1996, |# 
rolls around. A vote | 
for Rookie of the | ~ 
Year is a vote fora | = 
possible future su- | © 
perstar—and world | 


champion. 
Top candidates = 
1995 Winner: 
for 1996: Perro Alex Wright 


Aguayo Jr., Armond 
Cecere, Steve Corino, Brian Dyette, The Giant, Joe 
Gomez, Havoc Inc., Flex Kavana, Carl LeDuc, Rick 
McDaniel, Steve McMichael, Bobby Walker 


(2 SSS SS ee SSE SE EE ESS 
MOST POPULAR WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 


Popularity is self- 
explanatory: chéers, 
adoration, and the 
lové of the fans. This 
is a special award in 
that the winner is a 
success in the hearts 
of the fans, regard- 
less of his success in 
the ring. A wrestler 
(or team) who ob- 
serves the rules, who 
respects the fans, P 
who is a true sports- | 
man—and who § 
receives the loudest 
cheers—is the best 
choice for this cate- 
gory. 

Top candidates for 1996: Brian Christopher, Tommy 
Dreamer, Bret Hart, Shinya Hashimoto, Antonio Inoki, 
Ahmed Johnson, Kenta Kobashi, Lex Luger, Shawn 
Michaels, Sabu, The Sandman, Randy Savage, Rick & 
Scott Steiner, Sting, The Ultimate Warrior, The 
Undertaker, Savio Vega, Sid Vicious 
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1995 Winner: 
Shawn Michaels 


—S—ESE_—E——_——EeSe—SSS Eee 


the Year, pick some- | 
one who, throughout 
1996, has worked the | 
hardest to improve | 
himself as a wrestler 
... the man who has 
struggled to learn } 
several new maneu- 
vers ... the man who 
has captured a major 
title for the first time 
in his career. He can 
be a rulebreaker or a 
scientific wrestler, 
but his improvement 
should have been 
considerable and 
notable. 

Top candidates 
for 1996: Chris Benoit, The Eliminators, Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn, Goldust, Ahmed Johnson, Konnan, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Stevie Richards, Taz 


1995 Winner: 
“Diamond” Dallas Page 
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MOST HATED WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 


The flip side of pop- 
ularity: jeers and utter 
contempt from the pub- 
lic. Some wrestlers 
openly court the fans’ 
hatred; others just 
don’t care what they 
think. Who receives the 
loudest boos? Who has 
committed the most 
heinous acts? Who 
deserves to be banned 
from the sport? Those 
are considerations in 
choosing your Most 
Hated Wrestler of the 
Year. 

Top candidates for 
1996: Arn Anderson, 
Steve Austin, Chris Benoit, Masa Chono, Shane Douglas, 
Faarooq, Ric Flair, The Giant, Goldust, Scott Hall, Owen 
Hart, Hulk Hogan, Jeff Jarrett, Jerry Lawler, Mankind, 
Steve McMichael, Kevin Nash, Pierroth Jr., Brian 
Pillman, Raven, Davey Boy Smith, Kevin Sullivan, Big 
Van Vader 


1995 Winner: 
Jerry Lawler 


INSPIRATIONAL WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 


Wrestling is an 
open arena in which 
an athlete’s personal 
and physical stren- 
gths and weaknesses 
are on display for all 
to see, Sometimes a 
wrestler comes up 
against a seemingly 
insurmountable 
obstacle in his 
career. How he deals 
with that road- 
block—and whether 
he can turn a failure 
into a success—can 
offer inspiration to 
fans everywhere. 

Top candidates 
for 1996: Antonio 
Inoki, Ahmed John- 
son, Kenta Kobashi, Jushin Liger, Shawn Michaels, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Jake Roberts, Sabu, The Great Sasuke, Sting, 
John Tenta, Sid Vicious, Yokozuna 


MANAGER OF THE YEAR 


A manager’s job 
varies depending 
on the wrestlers he 
or she manages. At 
one extreme, a 
manager offers 
moral support; at 
the other extreme, 
he or she can be a 
complex mixture of 
strategist, confi- 
dant, personal 
adviser, and busi- 
ness manager. Pop- 
ularity or hatred 
should not come 
into play here. 
Your choice should 
be the individual 
who has the most 
successful stable of 
wrestlers. 

Top candidates for 1996: Paul Bearer, Scott Bowden, 
Jim Cornette, Jimmy Hart, Hillbilly Jim, Jose Lothario, 
Sherri Martel, Col. Robert Parker, Kevin Sullivan, Sunny, 
Woman 


1995 Winner: 
Barry Horowitz 


1995 Winner: 
Jim Cornette 


COMEBACK OF THE YEAR 


For the fifth 
time, the PWI 
Achievement 
Awards are includ- 
ing this category. 
Here’s an opportu- 
nity to honor a 
competitor who had 
a big year after suf- 
fering a long losing 
streak, being ina 
long period of stag- 
nation, or being out 5 
of the sport entire- 
ly. The wrestler § 
selected for this 
award must be 
presently active on 
a full-time basis. ; 

Top candidates \q 
for 1996: Animal, 
Riki Choshu, Faar- 
ooq, Terry Gordy, 
Jake Roberts, Sid Vicious, Steve Williams, Barry 
Windham 


1995 Winner: 
Randy Savage 


FEUD OF THE YEAR 


Every year there are 
wars that capture the imagi- 
nation of fans for months on 
end. The criterion is simple: 
Your choice for Feud of the 
Year should be that one 
continuing series of bat- 
tles—lasting at least two 
months—that you feel has 
dominated the careers of the 
participants to the exclusion 
of all other activities. 

Top candidates for 
1996: Steve Austin vs. 
Savio Vega, Eric Bischoff 
vs. Vince McMahon, The 
Bodydonnas vs. Henry & 
Phineas Godwinn, Tommy 
Dreamer vs. Raven, The Eliminators vs. The Gangstas, Ric 
Flair vs. Randy Savage, The Giant vs. Sting, Goldust vs. 
Ahmed Johnson, Scott Hall & Kevin Nash vs. Lex Luger & 
Sting, Harlem Heat vs. Rick & Scott Steiner, J.C. Ice vs. 
Wolfie D, Mankind vs. The Undertaker, Shawn Michaels vs. 
Davey Boy Smith, Mitsuharu Misawa vs. Akira Taue, Rey 
Misterio Jr. vs. Psicosis, The Great Muta vs. Nobuhiko 
Takada, Raven vs. The Sandman 


1995 Winner: 
Axl Rotten vs. Ian Rotten 
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MATCH OF THE YEAR " 


Every wrestling fan, at 
one time or another, thinks, 
That was one of the greatest 
matches I’ve ever seen. If 
that happened to you in 
1996, you know what this 
category is all about. The 
bout chosen as Match of the 
Year might well have his- 
torical significance (such as 
a major title change or a 
loser-leaves-town match), & 
though that is not a specific JR 
requirement. 

Top candidates for 
1996; January 4: Antonio 
Inoki vs. Big Van Vader; 
January 23: Public Enemy vs. The Nasty Boys; March 17: 
Goldust vs. Savio Vega; March 24: David Findlay vs. Lord 
Steven Regal; March 31: Bret Hart vs. Shawn Michaels; 
March 31: Diesel vs. The Undertaker; April 28: Shawn 
Michaels vs. Diesel; May 27: Scott Steiner vs. Sting; May 28: 
Steve Austin vs. Savio Vega; June 16: Chris Benoit vs. Kevin 
Sullivan; June 23: Shawn Michaels vs. Davey Boy Smith; July 
7: Ric Flair vs. Konnan; August 3: Sabu vs. Rob Van Dam; 
August 10: Chris Benoit vs. Dean Malenko 


1995 Winner: 
Diesel vs. Shawn Michaels 


TAGTEAMOFTHEYEAR st 


The second most 
honored Achievement 
Award. Experience, 
skill, and success all 
count in this category, 
though whether a team 
is scientific or rule- 
breaking should make 
no difference. A Tag 
Team of the Year 
should be more than 
simply a great pairing; 
it should dominate the 
federation in which it 
competes—and, truly, 
the sport itself. 

Top candidates for 
1996: Jun Akiyama & 
Mitsuharu Misawa, 
The Bodydonnas, The 
Cyberpunks, The Elim- 
inators, The Gangstas, Henry & Phineas Godwinn, 
Juventud Guerrera & Psicosis, Harlem Heat, Lex Luger & 
Sting, The Nasty Boys, The Smokin’ Gunns, Rick & Scott 
Steiner 
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1995 Winner: 
Harlem Heat 


_ WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 


1995 Winner: 
Diesel 


This is the top honor. The winner of this award should 
be the one person who has personified the essence of pro- 
fessional wrestling throughout 1996. Talent, skill, and 
achievement are the three prerequisites for this category. 
The competitor chosen as Wrestler of the Year should be 
the most well-rounded athlete in the sport—and the most 
accomplished of the year. 

Top candidates for 1995: Steve Austin, Ric Flair, The 
Giant, Goldust, Shinya Hashimoto, Hulk Hogan, Jeff 
Jarrett, Ahmed Johnson, Kenta Kobashi, Konnan, Lex 
Luger, Shawn Michaels, Raven, The Great Sasuke, Randy 
Savage, Nobuhiko Takada 


YOUR “UNOFFICIAL OFFICIAL” AWARD 


eee ee eee ee EES 


This extra category asks you to do some creative work. We 
want you to come up with your own award category and name 
the recipient of that award. Don’t be afraid to be outlandish or 
ridiculous—the more creative the better! Last year, five full 
pages of “Unofficial Official” awards were presented, and this 
year, we’ll bring them back once again! 

Some awards from last year: Best Hometown Of A 
Wrestler: The Last House On The Left (Hack Myers); From 
Zero To Hero: Barry Horowitz; Go Speed Racer Go ... Right 
Out Of Wrestling: Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly; Puts Stu And 
Helen Hart To Shame: Daddy Dudley; Used Car Salesman 
Award: Waylon Mercy; Who Am I What Am I? Shark 


solaLaslaslastentestanestestostantestestaniantentantantetestaseetestent 


OFFICIAL FAN BALLOT 


Send ballot to: ACHIEVEMENT ’96 VOTE ¢ c/o Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED * Box 1148 * Fort Washington, PA 19034 


Rookie of the Year: 


Most Improved Wrestler of the Year: 


Most Popular Wrestler of the Year: 


Most Hated Wrestler of the Year: 


Inspirational Wrestler of the Year: 


Comeback Wrestler of the Year: 


Manager of the Year: 


Match of the Year: 


Feud of the Year: 


Tag Team of the Year: 


Wrestler of the Year: 


My “Unofficial Official” Award for 1996: 


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 


NAME 


> 


GE 


2 ia a 
ITY. 


io) 


SAL ee 


We welcome any and all suggestions you may have, or added nomi- 
nations for “Unofficial Official” Awards. Feel free to include extra 
remarks and awards on an additional sheet of paper. 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 

MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 

Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wresting! This very in- 
sightful book is written by adive professionals in the 
wresting business, who between them have worked for 
every major wresting association induding WCW and 
the WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how fo get various jobs, what all those jobs 
are, What your chances are - and how to beter thosa 
odds! This book explains very interesting inside things 
about wresting you never knew, but need to know! 
+ Details over 50 diferent jobs possible in wrestling « 
* Lists addresses of all U.S. promotions and wresting 
schools « Tels you where to order boots, = 
fights, elc., in U.S. and Europe. Charge it! 
1996 Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 

Price of book is only $15, including postage! 


Add $5 for outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2480-4 Briarcliff Rd, Ste, 256° Atlanta, GA 30329 


IE MOST REALISTIC 
parry SIMULATION COMPUTER GAMES 
THE MARKET TODAY! 
es WRESTLING 
Over 400 professional wrestler’s from the 
past and present ¢ Match the champions of 
former eras against today’s best ¢ Singles 
matches, tag team, 3 man tag, rumbles - 
with up to 30 men in the ring at once, cage 
matches, war matches, or create your own 
style of match ¢ More than 100 possible 
moves and holds ¢ Head to head or 
computer opponent * Won-lost records, 
complete print out of match action * Add 
wrestler’s, rate yourself and your friends! 
ORDER TODAY! 

Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 
You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $3.00 for shipping and handling. 

For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 
1-800-477-7032 


LANCE HAFFNER GAMES 


P.O. BOX 100594 * NASHVILLE, TN 37224 
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TOP 10 


| SHAWN MICHAELS 

234, San Antonio, TX 

___(2) WWF World champion 

2 THE GIANT 

430, parts unknown 

(1) No. 2 contender: WCW World title 
3 GOLDUST 

254, Austin, TX 

=) No. 1 contender: WWF World title 
@ RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 

8) U.S. hi eight champion 
5 STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

(9) No. 5 contender: WCW World title 
& THE UNDERTAKER 

328, parts unknown 

(4) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 
7 REY MISTERIO JR. 

140, San Diego, CA 

(10) WCW cruiserweight champion 
8 HULK HOGAN 

275, Venice Beach, CA 

(-) WCW World champion 
9 BIG VAN VADER 


450, Denver, CO 
(3) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 
10 MANKIND 
277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
(-) No. 6 contender: WWF World title Mankind 
ww WWE 
World Champion: World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN SHAWN MICHAELS 
{-) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 234, San Antonio, TX 
1—RIC FLAIR 1—GOLDUST 
(1) 243, Minneapolis, MN (9) 254, Austin, TX 
2—THE GIANT 2—THE UNDERTAKER 


(C) 430, parts unknown 
3=—LORD STEVEN REGAL 

[-] 247, Blackpool, England 
4—REY MISTERIO JR. 

(6) 140, San Diego, CA 
5—STING 

(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
6—RANDY SAVAGE 

(3) 237, Sarasota, FL 
7—LEX LUGER 

(4) 265, Chicago, IL 
8—CHRIS JERICHO 

(-) 225, Vancouver, British Columbia 


(3) 328, parts unknown 


3—SID VICIOUS 


(7) 318, West Memphis, AR 


4—BIG VAN VADER 


(2) 450, Denver, CO 


5—FAAROOG 


(-) 260, Perry, GA 


6—MANKIND 


(10) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 


7—STEVE AUSTIN 


(6) 241, Dallas, TX 
¢ MERO 
[-) 235, Buffalo, NY 


9—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 9—DAVEY BOY SMITH 


{-) 260, Tampa, FL 
10—CHRIS BENOIT 
{-) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
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(8) 245, leeds, England 


10—OWEN HART 


(-) 227, Calgary, Alberta 


TAG TEAMS 
| HARLEM HEAT 


Combined weight: 550 pounds 
1) WCW World tag team champions 


2 THE SMOKIN' GUNNS 


Combined weight: 465 pounds 

(2) WWE World tag team champions 
RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 

(3) No. 1 contenders: WCW World title 
HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN 
Combined weight: 531 pounds 

(-) No. 1 contenders: WWF World title 
LEX LUGER & STING 

Combined weight: 525 pounds 

(5) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tle 
SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 
Combined weight: 646 pounds 


(4) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
17 THE GANGSTAS 


cormeined weight: 456 pene 


7) ECW tag team cha 

8 THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(8) No. 4 contenders: WCW World tag title 

9 THE MOONDOGS 
Combined weight: 450 pounds 
-) USWA tag team champions 

10 LEIF CASSIDY & MARTY JANNETTY 

Combined weight: 462 pounds 


(-}] No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 


JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 


1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 


(1) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—SID VICIOUS 

(-) 318, West Memphis, AR 
3—JAMIE DUNDEE 

(-) 221, Memphis, TN 
4—MIKE SAMPLES 

{-) 252, Indianapolis, IN 
5—TOMMY RICH 

(7) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
6—WOLFIE D 

(5) 250, parts unknown 
7—KOKO B. WARE 

(-] 229, Union City, TN 
8-—BILL DUNDEE 

(3) 219, Melbourne, Australia 
9—FLASH FLANAGAN 

{-) 221, Detroit, MI 

10—BART SAWYER 
(10) 231, Portland, OR 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 


RAVEN 
(C) 235, Short Hills, NJ 


1—SHANE DOUGLAS 

(1) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
2—PIT BULL Il 

[5) 231, Philadelphia, PA 
3—THE SANDMAN 

(2) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
4—TAZ 

(6) 248, Red Hook, NY 
5—TOMMY DREAMER 

(8) 245, Yonkers, NY 
6—SABU 

(4) 220, Bombay 
7—BRIAN LEE 

7) 251, los Angeles, CA 
8—ROB VAN DAM 

(10) 227, Battle Creek, MI 
9—TERRY GORDY 

{-) 289, Chattanooga, TN 

10—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 
(-) 187, New York, NY 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 
comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each cate- 
gory; certain titleholders receive an autornatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position 


in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue. while (C) indicates the 
wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


| SHAWN MICHAELS 
234, San Antonio, TX 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


2 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, IL 


Last issue: No. 4 Most ular 


THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


5 SID VICIOUS 
318, West Memphis, AR 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


§ RANDY SAVAGE 
237, Sarasota, FL 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


7 MARC MERO 
235, Macon, GA 
Las? issue: unrated 


§ REY MISTERIO JR. 


140, San Diego, CA 


Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 


9 TOMMY DREAMER 
245, Yonkers, NY 
Last issue: unrated 
10 SAVIO VEGA 
260, Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 
Last issue: unrated 


NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 
SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(C) 287, Gisu, Japan 
1—RIKI CHOSHU 
(-) 246, Yamaguchi, Japan 
2—SATOSHI KOJIMA 
[+] 223, Tokyo, Japan 
3—KENSUKE SASAKI 
(8) 233, Tokyo, Japan 
4—MASA CHONO 
(4) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
© YAMAZAKI 
(10) 182, Tokyo, Japan 
6—THE GREAT MUTA 
(2) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
7—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(3) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
8—ULTIMO DRAGON 
(-) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—GREAT SASUKE 
(7) 212, Tokyo, Japan 
10—NOBUHIKO TAKADA 
(1) 231, Yokohama, Japan 


MOST HATED 


] HULK HOGAN 

275, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
2 THE GIANT 

430, parts unknown 

Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated 
3 MANKIND 

277, Truth or Consequences, NM 

Las? issue: No. 5 Most Hated 
@ SCOTT HALL 

290, Miami, FL 

Last Issue: No. 4 Mos? Hated 
5 KEVIN NASH 

356, Detroit, MI 


Last issue: No. 3 Mos? Hated 


6 FAAROOQ 
260, Perry, GA 
Last issue: unrated 
7 GOLDUST 
254, Austin, TX 
Last issue: unrated 
8 JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
9 BIG VAN VADER 
450, Denver, CO 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


10 RAVEN 
235, Short Hills, NJ 
Last issue: unrated 


ALL-JAPAN 


Triple Crown Champion: 
KENTA KOBASHI 
(C) 261, Tokyo, Japan 
1—STAN HANSEN 
(7) 322, Borger, TX 
2—AKIRA TAUE 
(1) 265, Tokyo, Japan 
3—MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(2) 228, Saitama, Japan 
4—STEVE WILLIAMS 
(-) 265, Norman, OK 
5—JUN AKIYAMA 
(10) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
6—GARY ALBRIGHT 
(6) 343, Billings, MT 
7—TAKAO OMORI 
[-) 221, Tokyo, Japan 
8—JOHNNY ACE 
(8) 250, San Bernadino, CA 
9—MASA FUCHI 
(4) 225, Tokyo, Japan 
1060—DOUG FURNAS 
(-) 243, Commerce, OK 


For period ended September 3,1 996 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll t the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. ile our regular ratings reflect the past month, these cumu- 
lative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
1—SHAWN MICHAELS Senqoossuesvuvannousbonvedgoneuabed Gh points 
2—THE GIANT Seedbduoenhassedstcnasennsberscbeacesessenscett Ot points 
BATHE UNDERTAKER. ......sssecorssessesssesseeseneenns 5 polttts 
4—BRET HART sccsccscsssccscdcccascccetdocescscvussssceasatG points 
5—RIC FAURE, ccccsccosnscechseesovecvvecssodicosuatenstecaa en points 


TAG TEAMS 
1—LEX LUGER & STING Wadcenadesunisoeeadonce touts raeeee points 
2—THE SMOKIN’ GUNNS......scssssssssessosssesseene64 polnts 
3—HARLEM HEAT dbdhsdncabesonsecsseseusctnesaubiasssssc@i) points 
A—SKIP & ZIP voscsssosssssssssesnseeeeorsusssesesseensees 7 Points 
S—RICK & SCOTT STEINER...c.sssssesessssssessesnseee5 1 points 


AAA: AAA Champion—Konnan; 1—Rey Misterio Jr; 2—Juventud Guerrera; 3— 
Perro Aguayo; 4—La Parka; 5—Psicosis; 6—Ultimo Dragon; 7—Jerry Estrada; 8— 
Pierroth Jr.; 9—Cen Caras; 10—Heavy Metal. 

ACW: ACW Champion—T. Rantula; 1—Rick Martel; 2—Brick Bronsky; 3—Tito 
Santana; 4—Frank Stolletto; 5—Johnny Graham; 6—Lord Zoltan; 7—Reckless 
Youth; &—Race Richards Ill; 9—Glen Oshourne; 10—Johnny Gunn. 

CWA: CWA Champion—Kevin Sullivan; 1—Tony Rumble; 2—Bam Bam Bigelow; 
3—Devon Storm; 4—El Mascarado; 5—Jimmy Snuko; 6—Vic Steamboat; 7—King 
Kong Bundy; 8—Ace Darling; 9—Hugh Morris; 10—Knuckles Nelson. 

NAASW: NAASW Champion—Colorado Kid; 1—Bill Dundee; 2—Brian 
Christopher; 3—Jerry Lawler; 4—Ron McClarity; 5—Charlie Parker; 6-—Bart Sawyer; 
7—Reggie Montgomery; 8—Koko B. Ware; 9—Giant Warrior; 10—Shaw Williams. 
PCW: PCW Champion—Troy Mest; 1—Mark Mest; 2—D.Z. Gillespie; 3—Lance 
Diamond; 4—Maxx Crimson; 5—Cheetah Master; 6—Race Richards Ill; 7—King 
Kong Bundy; 8—Boogie Woogie Brown; 9—The Cremator; 10—Freight Train Jones. 
PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—Horace the Psychopath; 2—J.B. Trask; 3— 
Lenny Lane; 4—Charlie Norris; 5—Don Jesser; 6—Noilz; 7—Wellington Wilkinson; 
8—kKenny Jay; 9—Sam Houston; 10—The Mangler. ; 
PWE: PWF Champion—George South; 1—Corolina Dreamer; 2—Cruel Connection 
I; 3—ttalian Stallion; 4—Flaming Youth; 5—Madd Maxxine; 6—Terry Austin; 7— 
Chris Hamrick; 8—Baby Huey; 9—Gladiator II; 10—Russian Assassin I. 
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ATINGS 


We’re talking serious hatred. A few months ago, we 
wondered what it would take for someone to supplant 
Goldust as the most hated man in wrestling. As spring 
turned to summer, many of us at PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED figured ’Dust had the Most Hated Wrestler of 
the Year award for 1996 locked up. We even asked readers 
of one of our sister magazines The Wrestler if they thought 
Goldust should be banned from the WWF; most who 
responded said they thought he should be (63.8 percent— 
for further details, check out a copy of the December 1996 
issue of The Wrestler). 

Now it looks like Hulk Hogan, who again comes in at 

. number one in the Most Hated 
rankings this issue, has that 
award all but wrapped up. It’s 
up to you to cast your votes 
using the form you’ll find on 
page 79 of this magazine, but we 
have a feeling a lot of you will 
vote for Hogan, 

There is so much hatred in 
WCW being directed toward 
Hogan and his two cronies, 
Scott Hall and Kevin Nash, that 
all three are in the top five of the 
Most Hated rankings. 

When you look at some of the things they’ve done in an 
effort to “take over” WCW, you can’t help but put all three 
high on the list. That being said, is it fair to rank other 
WCW rulebreakers such as Ric Flair and Steve 
MeMichael just below them? 

Our editorial board met for a long time to discuss that very 
issue. Although Flair, for instance, is considered a rulebreaker, 
he is willing to fight for the good of WCW against Hogan, 
Hall, and Nash. Same with McMichael, Arn Anderson, and 
the rest of the WCW rulebreakers. Almost to a man, they are 
saying they will gladly put aside their feuds within WCW to 
band together to fight members of the New World Order. 

We have, however, left Flair on the Most Hated list 
because of his ongoing feud with Randy Savage and other 
fan favorites and because he and the rest of The Four 
Horsemen perpetrated a despicable attack on The Booty 
Man on August 5. The only reason they did, they claimed, 


Hulk Hogan 


was because Booty had been so close to Hogan. But to say 
both Flair and Hogan are both hated by a lot of WCW fans is 
not really fair. A lot more people hate Hogan a lot more pas- 
sionately than they hate Flair at this point. Two years ago, 
who would have thought we would ever make that statement? 

Brawling to the top of the WWF. Considering all the 
success Shawn Michaels and Bret Hart have had in the 
WWE over the last four years, 
some have said that the era of the 
dominant big man in that federa- 
tion was almost over. It was better 
to be lighter, quicker, and more 
agile than big, plodding, powerful, 
and slow. 

Those people may be dead 
wrong. Sure, Michaels is still 
clearly the number-one man in the 
WWE (and the top dog in the 
“PWI 500”), but look at some of 
the men who are quickly ascend- 
ing the ranks. 

The Undertaker and Big Van Vader make our overall 
top 10 almost every month. Last month and this month, we 
strongly considered ranking “Psycho” Sid Vicious in the 
overall top 10, and this month, we felt compelled to rank 
Mankind (who isn’t huge by wrestling standards, but is 
known for his brawling skills) there. Okay, so he did lose 
many times to Undertaker this summer, but he also found 
ways to beat him at King of the Ring and SummerSlam, two 
of the most important WWF pay-per-view cards of the year. 
He earned a World title shot for In Your House X and has 
been making a big impact in the federation. 

A lot of talented WWF wrestlers were apprehensive about 
wrestling him because they feared his mandible clawhold. 

Neither ’Taker, Vader, Sid, nor Mankind is particularly 
quick or agile, and all four have limited technical skills, but 
they have all reached the elite level of the WWF. The era 
of the dominant big man in the WWF is hardly over. 

Until next month ... As always, if you have any com- 
ments or questions regarding our ratings or what you see 
on this page, we want to hear them. Write to: “Ratings 
Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, 
Fort Washington, PA 19034. Oo 


Shawn Michaels 
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SPT BACK ISSUES Of Ee 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don't 
miss out on the excellence that has made PWI the leader in 
wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR 
poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, beginning with 
the September 1990 issue, PWI is packed with color in every issue! 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 


[NOTE: Cover stories noted in boldface.] 


February 1988/CENTERFOLD: 
Ronnie Garvin. Savage & Elizabeth, 
Garvin, Von Erichs, Freebirds. 


April 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick 
Steiner. Randy Savage, Ted Turner, 
Richter, Paul E., Powers of Pain. 


December 1990/CENTERFOLD: 
Sting. New WWF Blood, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry, Doom, Gilbert, 
Slaughter. 


January 1991/CENTERFOLD: Kerry 
Von Erich. WWF vs. NWA, Hogan, 
Hansen, Sting, Sherri & Warrior. 


February 1991/CENTERFOLD: 1991 
calendar. WrestleMania, Vicious, 
DiBiase-Rhodes, Steiner, Power & 
Glory. 


PRO WRESTLUNG ILLUSTRATED 


May 1991/CENTERFOLD: Am 
Anderson. Hulk Hogan, Rude, Flair- 
Sting, Thesz. 


June 1991/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw 
Duggan. Hulk Hogan, Cactus, Flair, 
Nasty Boys, Steiner, 


January 1993/CENTERFOLD: Jeff 
Jarrett. Flair/Summersiam, Simmons 
by Bowden, Von Erich interview. 


February 1993/CENTERFOLD: Curt 
Hennig, Ramon, Snuka-Muraco, 
Rude, Rhodes, Roberts interview. 


April 1993/CENTERFOLD: Barry 
Windham. Steiners, Backlund, Sting- 
Muta, Hawk-Sasaki. 


November 1993/CENTERFOLD: The 
Steiners. WCW Midyear Report, 
Doink, Funk-Gilbert, Race, Yokozuna. 


January 1994/CENTERFOLD: Jerry 
Lawler. Doink, Nasty Boys, Steiners, 
Cornette, Vicious. 


May 1994/CENTERFOLD: Tatanka. 
Yokozuna-Luger, Flair-Vader, 
Heenan, WrestleMania retrospective. 


July 1994/CENTERFOLD: Rick 
Steamboat. Razor Ramon, Fiair- 
Regal, Cactus, Lawler, Yokozuna 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be sent boat mail, and $3 for 
every back issue to be sent airmail. Intemational money order in U.S. funds only. 


Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 


In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


August 1994/CENTERFOLD: Doink 
& Dink. Bret Hart/WrestleMania X, 
Steiners, Albano, steroid trial, 


November 1994/CENTERFOLD: 
Randy Savage. Hogan In WCW, 
Cactus, Yokozuna, Lawler, Michaels, 
Jake. 


Winter 1994/CENTERFOLD: Terry 
Funk. Hulkamania Wild Again, 
McMahon, Vicious, AAA, Flair. 


January 1995/CENTERFOLD; Razor 
Ramon. Tatanka, Hogan, Alundra, 
ECW vs. NWA, Brian Lee. 


February 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Johnny B, Badd. WCW Civil War, 
Pillman & Austin, Abdullah, Bret Hart. 


April 1995/CENTERFOLD: Sabu. 
WWF Title Turmoil, Hogan, 
Corette, Diesel, Alundra, Rhodes. 


May 1995/CENTERFOLD: Sting. 
Diesel, Savage, Sabu, Hogan- 
Beefcake, Vader, Owen Hart. 


July 1995/CENTERFOLD; Bam Bam 
Bigelow. Hulk Hogan, Sullivan, 
USWA blood, Yokozuna, revitalize 
the WWF. 


August 1995/CENTERFOLD: Big 
Van Vader. Women In Wrestling, 
Rottens, Sting-Hogan, Road 


October 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Harlem Heat. Razor Ramon, ideal 
WWF champ, Flair, Savage, Orndorff. 


November 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Hulk Hogan. Summerslam, Vader, 
Michaels, Backlund, North Korea, 
ECW rules. 


= STING: ite AND ibe | 


December 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Bodydonnas. Diesel-Mabel, Sting, 
Yokozuna, Savio, Regal-Eaton, 
Lawler-LeDue. 


January 1996/CENTERFOLD: Am 
Anderson. WWF vs. WCW, Diesel & 
Shawn, Luger, Summersiam. 


February 1996/CENTERFOLD: 
Shawn Michaels. Randy Savage, 
Hogan, Gangstas-Public Enemy, 
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86 4 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED a 


THE LERCH OF THe PACH! 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing 
the wrestling arena (and the locker room) to 
the fans. No other wrestling magazine that 
covers the entire spectrum of the sport can 
boast of the same quality writers, editors, and 
photographers. PWI is acknowledged world- 
wide as the best! 


EHCLUGIVE FEATURES! 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete 
soyetae of wrestling available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photograplis, to the 
* magnificent full-color centerfold —PWI 
brings you wrestling action at its best. PWI 
includes exclusive features you can't get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” . . . Eddie Ellner’s lively and contro- 
versial “Off The Top Rope” . . . An incisive 
“Press Conference” with one of the sport's top 
stars. . . Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting 
Reports”... “Time Capsules”. . . And don’t 
forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the 
spectacular 100-page year-end issue, priced 
at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you can find 
it!) and any other specials we produce 
throughout the year! 


TWO WANs TO oUGSChIGE: 


Order a 13-issue subscription to PWI and 
save 20% off the regular newsstand price! 
Order a 26-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive a whopping 25% savings off the 

regular newsstand rate! 


Dont miss a single issue! 
aubscribe today! 
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TOR'S EDITION! SPECIAL ISSUE! 
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ILLUSTRATE 


(Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


| am enclosing $32.80 for a one-year (13-issue) subscription—a 20% savings off the 
newsstand price! ‘ 


C1) 1am enclosing $61.50 for a two-year (26-issue) subscription—a full 25% savings off the 
newsstand rate! 


O 


Please indicate method of payment: 


(} Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


() VISA C) MasterCard 
Card #: 
Signature: Expiration Date: /___ 
MO/YR 
, Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.0. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Name 
Address Apt. 
City State Lip 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $43.20 for 13 issues ($65.30 airmail); $82.30 for 26 issues ($126.50 airmail), 
International money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 


3807/06-95 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want 
and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


‘ Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


F This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 
*Cost per minute in the United States and Canada is $1.99 per. Cost per minute in the 
United Kingdom is 39p cheap rate and 49p at.allothenitimes, incl. VAT. 
Kids, get yoursparents’ permission. 
BGM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 
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